Jehovah’s Servant
Luke 2:8-20
Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their
flock by night. 9 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10 Then the angel said to them,"Do not be
afraid, for behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11 For there is
born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12 And this will be the
sign to you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger."
13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and
saying:
14 "Glory to God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!"
15 So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into heaven, that the shepherds said to
one another, "Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, which the
Lord has made known to us." 16 And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the
Babe lying in a manger. 17 Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the saying
which was told them concerning this Child. 18 And all those who heard it marveled at those
things which were told them by the shepherds. 19 But Mary kept all these things and pondered
them in her heart. 20 Then the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things
that they had heard and seen, as it was told them. NKJV
Last week we referred to a passage from Paul. Phil 2:5-8 Let this mind be in you which was also
in Christ Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with
God, 7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became
obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. NKJV
We find the beginning of Paul’s thoughts in Luke’s passage concerning the announcement to the
shepherds. Such a contradiction. Christ the Lord, laid in a manger. Not in a manger, but on
sheets of satin and silk should be His bed. Not in a stable but in a palace should be His abode.
Not as a servant but He should have dozens of servants attending His every need. But this babe,
Christ the Lord, King of Kings does not come as royalty but as a slave, even a bondservant. He
comes as Jehovah’s Servant. What does that mean to us?
I.

He came to serve
A.
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Isa 49:3 "And He said to me, 'You are My servant, O Israel, In whom I will be
glorified.' NKJV
1.

This entire passage is about the Lord’s Servant

2.

Isa 49:5 "And now the LORD says, Who formed Me from the womb to be
His Servant, To bring Jacob back to Him, So that Israel is gathered to Him
(For I shall be glorious in the eyes of the LORD, And My God shall be My
strength), 6 Indeed He says, 'It is too small a thing that You should be My
December 16, 2007

Jehovah’s Servant

Page 1

Servant To raise up the tribes of Jacob, And to restore the preserved ones
of Israel; I will also give You as a light to the Gentiles, That You should be
My salvation to the ends of the earth.'" NKJV
II.

He came humbly
A.

B.

That picture is seen so clearly in His birth.
1.

Born to poor people.

2.

Born in a humble city.

3.

Born in a stable.

4.

Laid in a manger.

I have included the words to one of my favorite hymns.
1.

How Should A King Come
Carol Owens Jimmy Owens
How should a King come.
Even a child knows the answer of course,
In a coach of gold with a pure white horse.
In the beautiful city in the prime of the day,
And the trumpets should cry and the crowds make way.
And the flags fly high in the morning sun,
And the people all cheer for the sovereign one.
And everyone knows that's the way that it's done.
That's the way that a King should come.
How should a King come.
Even a commoner understands,
He should come for His treasures,
And His houses and lands.
He should dine upon summer strawberries and milk,
And sleep upon bedclothes of satin and silk.
And high on a hill His castle should glow,
With the lights of the city like jewels below.
And everyone knows that's the way that it's done,
That's the way that a King should come.
How should a King come.
On a star filled night into Bethlehem,
Rode a weary woman and a worried man.
And the only sound in the cobblestone street,
Was the shuffle and the ring of their donkey's feet.
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And a King lay hid in a virgin's womb,
And there were no crowds to see Him come.
At last in a barn in a manger of hay,
He came and God incarnate lay.

III.
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He came to fulfill the will of the Father
A.

He sought the honor from His Father.
1.

B.

He knew that the Father always pursues the best for the Servant.
1.

C.

Psa 35:27

The Servant trusts in His Father.
1.

IV.

Psa 31:16

Psa 86:2

He came to accomplish His Father’s will.
A.

It cost Him His life.
1.

Isa 53:1-11
Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the LORD been
revealed? 2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a
root out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see
Him, There is no beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and
rejected by men, A Man of sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid,
as it were, our faces from Him; He was despised, and we did not esteem
Him.
4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The
chastisement for our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are
healed. 6 All we like sheep have gone astray; We have turned, every one,
to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him the iniquity of us all.
7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth;
He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is
silent, So He opened not His mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from
judgment, And who will declare His generation? For He was cut off from
the land of the living; For the transgressions of My people He was stricken.
9 And they made His grave with the wicked — But with the rich at His
death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth.
10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When
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You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall
prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand.
11 He shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge
My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities.
NKJV
B.

C.
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But He will finish the work and do all that was in the Lord’s plan.
1.

That is our confidence at this Christmas season.

2.

The child born in a stable will one day rule over this world in righteousness
and peace.

3.

I know that we live in a world that does not know peace and never has.

4.

But we can have confidence.

Will He accomplish His work in your heart?
1.

He came to die for your sins if you will receive it.

2.

He came to set you free from the rule of sin in your life.

3.

He came to give you life.

4.

Why not receive the gift of God’s love this Christmas.
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