
When Jesus Returns
2 Peter 3:1-13

Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way
of reminder), 2 that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy
prophets, and of the commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this
first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their own lusts, 4 and saying,
"Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they
were from the beginning of creation." 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water, 6 by which the world
that then existed perished, being flooded with water. 7 But the heavens and the earth which are
now preserved by the same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men. 

8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years,
and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should
come to repentance. 

10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away
with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that
are in it will be burned up.   11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming
of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements
will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. NKJV

Matt 24:29-31

"Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not
give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.  30
Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will
mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory.  31 And He will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather
together His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. NKJV

During WWII Douglas MacArthur was forced to leave his beloved Philippines.  Yet he made his
now famous promise to return.  Return he did but after several years and the deaths of thousands
of armed forces in the South Pacific.

Two thousand years ago Jesus promised that He would one day return.  But God works on His
own time table, far beyond our understanding.  But His first appearance was, as Paul says, “in the
fullness of time.”  But what about it?  Is Jesus really physically going to return to earth?  Let the
Bible speak and let us listen.

It is certain.



Ac 1:11  who also said, "Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven? This same
Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go
into heaven."

It is closer than before.

Rom 13:11  And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for
now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12  The night is far spent, the day is at
hand. 

We should never think that it will not be soon.

 Matthew 24:42  "Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour your Lord is coming. 43 
"But know this, that if the master of the house had known what hour the thief would come, he
would have watched and not allowed his house to be broken into. 44  "Therefore you also be
ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect. 

We should be watching for His return.

 Luke 12:37  "Blessed are those servants whom the master, when he comes, will find watching.

We should so live our lives as though He would return today.

2 Peter 3:11  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought
you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12  looking for and hastening the coming of the day of
God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat? 13  Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

We should be faithful.

Matthew 24:46  "Blessed is that servant whom his master, when he comes, will find so doing. 47 
"Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him ruler over all his goods. 

He will return in glory. 

Mt 26:64  Jesus said to him, "It is as you said. Nevertheless, I say to you, hereafter you will see
the Son of Man sitting at the right hand of the Power, and coming on the clouds of heaven."

He will return in power.  

Luke 21:27  "Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.
28  "Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your
redemption draws near."

He will return in judgment.

2 Tim 4: 1  I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living
and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2  Preach the word! 

He will return as the Lion of the tribe of Judah.

Rev. 5:4  So I wept much, because no one was found worthy to open and read the scroll, or to
look at it. 5  But one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of



Judah, the Root of David, has prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals."

He will return to take vengeance.

2 Thess 1:7 . . . when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8  in flaming
fire taking vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9  These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power, 10  when He comes, in that Day, to be
glorified in His saints and to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony
among you was believed.

He will return to deliver His people.

2 Thess. 1:5  which is manifest evidence of the righteous judgment of God, that you may be
counted worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you also suffer; 6  since it is a righteous thing
with God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you, 7  and to give you who are troubled
rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,

His return will be sudden.

Mark 13:35  "Watch therefore, for you do not know when the master of the house is
coming——in the evening, at midnight, at the crowing of the rooster, or in the morning—— 36 
"lest, coming suddenly, he find you sleeping. 37  "And what I say to you, I say to all: Watch!"

His return will be unexpected by the world. 

1 Thess 5:2  For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the
night. 3  For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as
labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they shall not escape. 4  But you, brethren, are not in
darkness, so that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5  You are all sons of light and sons of
the day. 

It is not possible to know the date of His return.

Mt 24:36  "But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father
only.

When He returns we will all be changed. 

Phil. 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly wait for the Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, 21  who will transform our lowly body that it may be conformed to His
glorious body, according to the working by which He is able even to subdue all things to Himself.

When He returns we will be like Him. 

1 John 3:2  Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall
be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 3 
And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.


