Our Magnificent
Isaiah 9:6-7
6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,
Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon
the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice
From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. NKJV

I.

II.

For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given;
A.

Oh there is such hope in the birth of a child.

B.

And especially in Old Testament days if the child was a son.

C.

In the midst of the prophecy of judgement on the nation, God holds out before
them a day of hope.
1.

A day when God would send His Son into the world.

2.

A Son who unlike that first son Adam will fulfill all the will of God.

And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor,
A.

In view that the last three sets of names are double descriptive but single
names, it might also be that this is better translated Wonderful Counselor.

B.

The terms mean just what we expect.
1.

Counsel that amazes of gives wonder.

2.

Mat 7:28 And so it was, when Jesus had ended these sayings, that the
people were astonished at His teaching, 29 for He taught them as one
having authority, and not as the scribes.

3.

Joh 7:46 The officers answered, Never man spake like this man.

4.

Which give more weight to His self proclamations
a.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

b.

Mr 8:34 When He had called the people to Himself, with His
disciples also, He said to them, "Whoever desires to come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.

c.

Mat 7: 24 "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and
does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on
the rock: 25 "and the rain descended, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was
founded on the rock. 26 "But everyone who hears these sayings
of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who
built his house on the sand: 27 "and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it
fell. And great was its fall."

d.

Joh 8:24 "Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for

if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins."
III.

Mighty God,
A.

IV.

Everlasting Father,

V.

Prince of Peace.

VI.

And the government will be upon His shoulder.

VII.

A.

Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end,

B.

Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom,

C.

To order it and establish it with judgment and justice

D.

From that time forward, even forever.

The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

Isa 28:29. This title belongs to Christ, as concerned with his Father, and the blessed Spirit, in the
works of nature, providence, and grace. God stands in no need of counsel, nor does it properly
fall on him, though it is sometimes ascribed to him, speaking after the manner of men. Creatures
are not of his council, but Christ is; he was privy to all his thoughts, purposes, and decrees; he
was consulted in creation, and in the works of providence, #Ge 1:26 #Ge 11:7 and in the great
affair of redemption and salvation; the council held concerning that is the great council the
Septuagint version here makes mention of; and may be called the council of peace, #Zec 6:13 in
which the scheme of salvation was fixed; the author of it was found, and pitched upon; the way of
it agreed on, to be through the assumption of human nature, and by obedience, sufferings, and
death; and the time of Christ’s incarnation and death settled, as well as all blessings of grace and
glory, for the persons who were to share in this salvation. This title also agrees with Christ in
respect to his people, to whom he is council, and for whom he is council; he is council to them; he
gives them council; so he did in person, when on earth; he advised sinners to repentance;
encouraged souls to believe in him; directed the weary to come to him for rest; the hungry and
thirsty for food; such as were healed and pardoned, he counselled them to sin no more; and he
advised his followers to do to all men as they would men should do to them; to behave in an
humble and modest manner; to bear reproaches and persecutions cheerfully; to love one another;
and to pray to his Father, in his name, for all things they wanted: and now he gives his people
counsel by the ministry of the word, which is the counsel of God, the produce of his wisdom, a
transcript of his eternal council and covenant, a declaration of the will of God, and of Christ; and
in which Christ counsels the poor in spirit to come to him for riches, the naked for clothing, the
ignorant for spiritual light and knowledge, such as are ready to perish for salvation; and he
counsels those that believe to abide in him, and by his truths and ordinances; which counsel is
wholesome and suitable, hearty, sincere, and faithful; is wise and prudent, and freely given; and
which being taken, infallibly succeeds: he is council for them in heaven; he appears there in the
presence of God for them; represents their persons, and presents their petitions; answers to all
charges exhibited against them; and, as their advocate, pleads their cause; and calls for blessings
agreed to be bestowed upon them, which they want; for all which he is abundantly qualified, being
the only wise God, the Ancient of days, the Father of his people; and, as Mediator, the Wisdom of

God, in whom all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge are, and on whom the Spirit of wisdom
and understanding, and of counsel and might, rests:

the mighty God; or "God the mighty One" {r}; as some read the words with a comma; but if read
together, the sense is the same; Christ is God, truly and properly so; as appears from his name
Jehovah, which is peculiar to the most High; from his nature and perfections, being the same with
his Father’s: from the works performed by him, as those of creation, providence, miracles,
redemption, resurrection from the dead, &c.; and from the worship given him, which only belongs
to God; also he is called our God, your God, their God, my God, by which epithets those that are
not truly God are never called; he is said to be God manifest in the flesh; God over all, blessed for
ever; the great God, the living God, the true God, and eternal life; and he is "the mighty One" as
appears by the works he did, previous to his incarnation; as the creation of all things out of
nothing; the upholding of all things by the word or his power; the management of all the affairs of
providence, there being nothing done but what he was concerned in; as the confusion of
languages; the burning of Sodom and Gomorrah; bringing the children of Israel out of Egypt;
leading and going before them through the Red Sea and wilderness; and bearing and carrying
them all the days of old: and also by the works he did when here on earth; as his miracles, called
his mighty works; such as healing all manner of diseases by a word speaking, or by touching the
person, or by the person touching him, even his garment, or without seeing the person at all, and
always without the use of medicines; dispossessing devils out of the bodies of men; power over
the elements, as to change water into wine, rebuke the wind and seas, &c.; raising the dead, and
even his own body when dead; and, above all, the great work of redemption, by which he appears
to be the mighty One indeed; his Father’s call of him to it shows it; his undertaking it confirms it;
and his actual performance of it puts it out of all doubt; as well as what was then done by him;
such as bearing all the sins of his people; engaging with all their enemies; conquering them, and
delivering them out of their hands: likewise by what he does now, partly in the conversion of his
people; quickening men dead in trespasses and sins; causing dry bones to live; giving spiritual
sight to such as were born blind; plucking out of the hands of Satan, and turning from his power
to God; which shows him to be stronger than the strong man armed; beginning, carrying on, and
finishing the work of faith with power on them; as well as at first making them willing to submit
to his righteousness and to be saved by him; and partly in his care of them afterwards; he having
the government of them on his shoulders; supplying all their wants; bearing all their burdens; and
supporting them under all their afflictions, temptations, and desertions; protecting them from all
their enemies; strengthening them to do his will and work; and keeping them from falling totally
and finally, and preserving them safe to his everlasting kingdom and glory: moreover, by what he
will do hereafter; binding Satan, and confining him for the space of a thousand years; clearing the
world of all his and his people’s enemies; raising the dead; and judging the world; and destroying
wicked men and devils with an everlasting destruction.

The everlasting Father; which does not design any relation of Christ in the Godhead; and there is
but one Father in the Godhead, and that is the first Person; indeed Christ and the Father are one,
and the Father is in him, and he is in the Father, and he that has seen the one has seen the other,
and yet they are distinct, Christ is not the Father; the Son and Spirit may be considered with the

first Person as Father, in creation and regeneration, they being jointly concerned therein, but not
in the Trinity: it is easy to make it appear Christ is not the Father, but is distinct from him, since
he is said to be with the Father from eternity, to be the Son of the Father in truth and love, his
own Son, his only begotten and beloved Son; Christ frequently calls the first Person his Father,
prayed to him as such, and is our advocate with him, as well as the way unto him; he is said to be
sent by the Father, to come from him, and to go to him; and many things are said of Christ that
cannot be said of the Father, as his being made flesh, suffering and dying in the room of his
people; and the Father is said to do many things unto him, as to anoint him, to seal him, to show
him all he did, to commit all judgment to him, and give him to have life in himself as he had: but
Christ is a Father with respect to chosen men, who were given him as his children and offspring in
covenant; who are adopted into that family that is named of him, and who are regenerated by his
Spirit and grace: and to these he is an "everlasting Father"; he was so from everlasting; for
regeneration and faith do not make men children, but make them appear to be so; God’s elect are
children previous to the Spirit’s work upon them, and even to the incarnation and death of Christ;
adoption is an act of the will of God in covenant from eternity: and Christ is a Father to these
unto everlasting; he will never die, and they shall never be left fatherless; he and they will ever
continue in this relation; he as such supplies them with everlasting provisions, he clothes them
with everlasting raiment, he gives them an everlasting portion, promotes them to everlasting
honour, saves them with an everlasting salvation, bearing an everlasting love to them. Some
render the words, "the Father of eternity" {s}; the author of eternal life, who has procured it for
his people, and gives it to them; or to whom eternity belongs, who inhabits it, and is possessed of
it, is the everlasting I AM, was before all persons and things, was set up in an office capacity from
everlasting, and had a glory with the Father before the world was, in whom eternal election, and
with whom the everlasting covenant, were made. The Septuagint version is, "the Father of the
world to come" {t}; of the Gospel dispensation; so called, #Heb 2:5 the legal dispensation, when
in being, was the then present world, at the end of which Christ came; this is now at an end, and a
new state of things has taken place, which with respect to the Old Testament saints was the world
to come, and of this Christ is the Father or author; as the law came by Moses, and he was the
father of the legal dispensation, grace and truth are come by Christ, the Father and author of the
Gospel dispensation; the doctrines of it are from him, and the ordinances of it by him; and he is
the father of that state or world to come after the resurrection, the New Jerusalem church state,
and also of the ultimate glory.

The Prince of peace; Christ is a Prince, often so called, #Eze 34:24 37:25 Da 9:25 he is so by
birth, being the King’s Son, the Son of God, and by office, power, and authority; he is so a Prince
as that he is a King; he is exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour; and he is a Prince superior to
kings, being the Prince of the kings of the earth, #Ac 5:31 Re 1:5 and he is called the "Prince of
peace," because he is the author of peace; just as he is said to be the "Prince of life," #Ac 3:15 for
the same reason: he is the author of peace between Jew and Gentile, by abrogating the ceremonial
law, the enmity between them, and by sending the Gospel to both, and making it the power of
God to salvation to some of each of them, and by bringing them into the same Gospel church
state, and making them partakers of the same privileges and blessings, internal and external, #Eph
2:14-20 and he is the author of peace between God and sinners; he has made it by the blood of the
cross, having the chastisement of their peace laid upon him, in consequence of a covenant of

peace he made with his Father, who was in him reconciling the world to himself, and he is so
called likewise, because he is the giver of peace; of all outward peace and prosperity to his
churches, as rest from their enemies, concord among themselves, and additions to them of such as
shall be saved; of internal peace through the discoveries of his love, and the application of his
righteousness, blood, and sacrifice in a way of believing in him, and in a course of obedience to
him; and likewise of eternal peace and rest in the world to come. Moreover, all that concern him
as a King or Prince show him to be the Prince of peace: his kingdom lies, among other things, in
peace and joy in the Holy Ghost; the sceptre of his kingdom is the golden sceptre of grace and
mercy; his royal proclamation is the Gospel of peace; the fruit of his Spirit is peace; and his
subjects are peaceable ones, both in church and state. With this compare #Heb 7:2
2Th 3:16. It
is observable that at his birth there was a general peace, not only in the Roman empire, #Lu 2:1
but in all the world; and it is remarkable, that whereas at this time the Chinese empire enjoyed a
profound peace, the emperor of it changed his name, and would not be called by his name
Ngayus, but Pingus, which signifies "peaceable"

