The Strange Case of the Wise Men
Matt 2:1-12
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, "Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For
we have seen His star in the East and have come to worship Him."
3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 4 And when he had
gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he inquired of them where the Christ
was to be born.
5 So they said to him, "In Bethlehem of Judea, for thus it is written by the prophet:
6 'But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, Are not the least among the rulers of Judah; For out of
you shall come a Ruler Who will shepherd My people Israel.'"
7 Then Herod, when he had secretly called the wise men, determined from them what time the star
appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, "Go and search carefully for the young Child,
and when you have found Him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship Him also."
9 When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star which they had seen in the East went
before them, till it came and stood over where the young Child was. 10 When they saw the star, they
rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11 And when they had come into the house, they saw the young
Child with Mary His mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had opened their
treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold, frankincense, and myrrh.
12 Then, being divinely warned in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed for
their own country another way. NKJV
I.

Who are the wise men?
A.

WISE MEN The Greek historian Herodotus, writing in the fifth century B.C.,
identified the Magi as a caste of Medes who had a priestly function in the Persian
Empire. In the Book of Daniel the "astrologers" (magoi) are grouped with magicians,
sorcerers, and Chaldeans as advisers to the court of Babylon with responsibility for
interpreting dreams. The role of the star in Matt 2 suggests a connection with
astrology. These astrologers, pursuing their observations of the stars in the heavens,
encountered a sign of God (Matt 24:29-30). God broke through their misguided
system to make the great event known. (from Nelson's Illustrated Bible Dictionary,
Copyright © 1986, Thomas Nelson Publishers)

II.

Where did they come from?

III.

Why did they come?
A.

The sign of the star.

B.

The Old Testament prophecies.

C.

God’s leading.

D.

God’s provision.

1.

IV.

God had those prophecies written centuries before so that these men who had
studied them years before, so that they might show up at just the right time to
deliver Jesus from the Herod.

Application for us.
A.

The prophecies that were somewhat vague were fulfilled completely.
1.

The very specific prophecies for the return of Christ will be fulfilled.

2.

Titus 2:11-14 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all
men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should
live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the
blessed hope and glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed
and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works. NKJV

3.

2 Peter 3:10-13 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will
melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be
burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner
of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new
earth in which righteousness dwells. NKJV

4.

Luke 12:42-48 And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithful and wise
steward, whom his master will make ruler over his household, to give them
their portion of food in due season? 43 Blessed is that servant whom his
master will find so doing when he comes. 44 Truly, I say to you that he will
make him ruler over all that he has. 45 But if that servant says in his heart,
'My master is delaying his coming,' and begins to beat the male and female
servants, and to eat and drink and be drunk, 46 the master of that servant will
come on a day when he is not looking for him, and at an hour when he is not
aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him his portion with the
unbelievers. 47 And that servant who knew his master's will, and did not
prepare himself or do according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.
48 But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall
be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will
be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the
more. NKJV

5.

God knows all that will ever happen in our lives.

6.

He can and does make provisions to preserve us in all difficulty.

See MAGI FROM THE EAST from MacArthur’s Commentary on the above passage.
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