A Troubled Soul
John 12:23-33
23 But Jesus answered them, saying, "The hour has come that the Son of Man should be glorified.
24 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies, it remains
alone; but if it dies, it produces much grain. 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who
hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 If anyone serves Me, let him follow Me;
and where I am, there My servant will be also. If anyone serves Me, him My Father will honor.
27 "Now My soul is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'? But for this
purpose I came to this hour. 28 Father, glorify Your name."
Then a voice came from heaven, saying, "I have both glorified it and will glorify it again."
29 Therefore the people who stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Others said, "An
angel has spoken to Him."
30 Jesus answered and said, "This voice did not come because of Me, but for your sake. 31 Now
is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 32 And I, if I am lifted
up from the earth, will draw all peoples to Myself." 33 This He said, signifying by what death He
would die. NKJV
As a pastor my heart is touched with the often sorrows that touch others lives. There are so many
tragedies in this life. There are so many senseless acts that destroy lives. Often loved ones are
forced to watch as the life of a family member is slowly drained little by little. And often the Dr
can only say there is nothing more I can do.
We experience such senseless violence as that in Tucson a week ago. And we sense the troubled
souls of the people involved.
Well Jesus too has a troubled soul. I think that God is troubled by the things that He sees down
here more than we are. Psalms 7:11 God is a just judge, And God is angry with the wicked every day.
But in our passage this morning Jesus is troubled for a more person reason. He is contemplating
the day of His betrayal and death.
I.

Troubled
A.
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27 "Now My soul is troubled,
1.

Matt 26:38-39 Then He said to them, "My soul is exceedingly sorrowful,
even to death. Stay here and watch with Me." 39 He went a little farther
and fell on His face, and prayed, saying, "O My Father, if it is possible, let
this cup pass from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will." NKJV

2.

Luke 22:41-44 And He was withdrawn from them about a stone's throw,
and He knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, "Father, if it is Your will, take
this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done." 43
Then an angel appeared to Him from heaven, strengthening Him. 44 And
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being in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like
great drops of blood falling down to the ground. NKJV
3.

John 13:21-22 When Jesus had said these things, He was troubled in spirit,
and testified and said, "Most assuredly, I say to you, one of you will betray
Me." NKJV

4.

Heb 5:7-11 who, in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers
and supplications, with vehement cries and tears to Him who was able to
save Him from death, and was heard because of His godly fear, 8 though
He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9
And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all
who obey Him, 10 called by God as High Priest "according to the order of
Melchizedek," 11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain,
since you have become dull of hearing. NKJV

5.

Heb 5:7 In the days of His flesh [Jesus] offered up definite, special petitions
[for that which He not only wanted but needed] and supplications with
strong crying and tears to Him Who was [always] able to save Him [out]
from death, and He was heard because of His reverence toward God [His
godly fear, His piety, in that He shrank from the horrors of separation
from the bright presence of the Father]. AMP

B.

2Co 5:21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might
become the righteousness of God in Him.

C.

Ps 22:1 My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are You so far from
helping Me, And from the words of My groaning? 2 O My God, I cry in the
daytime, but You do not hear; And in the night season, and am not silent.

D.

Isaiah 53:4 ¶ Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our sorrows; Yet we
esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was wounded for
our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for our
peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have
gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid
on Him the iniquity of us all. 9 And they made His grave with the wicked—But
with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit
in His mouth. 10 ¶ Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to
grief. When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall
prolong His days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 11 He
shall see the labor of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous
Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will
divide Him a portion with the great, And He shall divide the spoil with the strong,
Because He poured out His soul unto death, And He was numbered with the
transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And made intercession for the
transgressors.
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II.

and what shall I say? 'Father, save Me from this hour'?

III.

But for this purpose I came to this hour.

IV.

A.

Romans 8:3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh,
God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin:
He condemned sin in the flesh,

B.

Galatians 3:13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a
curse for us (for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"),

C.

Ephesians 5:2 And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for
us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

D.

1 Peter 3:18 ¶ For Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, that
He might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive by the
Spirit,

E.

1 John 2:1 ¶ My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not
sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only
but also for the whole world.

Father, glorify Your name."
A.

FBC Toulon

January 16, 2011

A Troubled Soul

Page 3

