God’s Exalted Word
Ps 138:1-2
138 I will praise You with my whole heart; Before the gods I will sing praises to You.
2 I will worship toward Your holy temple, And praise Your name For Your lovingkindness and
Your truth; For You have magnified Your word above all Your name. NKJV
Does that seem right? “You have magnified Your word above all Your name.” Doesn’t that seem
a little extreme? That God would give such an exalted position to His word.
Or some would have it as the NIV translates it. Ps 138:2 or you have exalted above all things
your name and your word. NIV
I think we can understand the connection between God and His word if we understand that it is
through the word that God makes Himself known to us.
Heb 1:1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the
prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the worlds;
If God had wanted to He could have left us without a revelation of Himself. He could have left us
to guess or to make our own best judgement. But instead God has given sure word of revelation,
the Scriptures. (2 Pet 1:19)
One of the best ways to show the significance of the word of God is by seeing its place in the life
of God’s people.
I.

Look at what God commanded concerning His word to Moses.
A.

Deuteronomy 31:11-13 (NKJV) 11 when all Israel comes to appear before the
Lord your God in the place which He chooses, you shall read this law before all
Israel in their hearing. 12 Gather the people together, men and women and little
ones, and the stranger who is within your gates, that they may hear and that they
may learn to fear the Lord your God and carefully observe all the words of this
law, 13 and that their children, who have not known it, may hear and learn to fear
the Lord your God as long as you live in the land which you cross the Jordan to
possess."

B.

The book of Deuteronomy is a retelling of the law to the new generation since they
came up out of Egypt.
1.

C.
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Jesus quoted from Deuteronomy more than any other Old Testament book.

Josh 8:33-35 33 Then all Israel, with their elders and officers and judges, stood on
either side of the ark before the priests, the Levites, who bore the ark of the
covenant of the Lord, the stranger as well as he who was born among them. Half
of them were in front of Mount Gerizim and half of them in front of Mount Ebal,
as Moses the servant of the Lord had commanded before, that they should bless
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the people of Israel. 34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the
blessings and the cursings, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law.
35 There was not a word of all that Moses had commanded which Joshua did not
read before all the assembly of Israel, with the women, the little ones, and the
strangers who were living among them. NKJV
D.

Also the king (when they got one) was to copy his own copy of the law for his
own personal use.
1.

II.

Dt 17:18 "Also it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his kingdom, that
he shall write for himself a copy of this law in a book, from the one before
the priests, the Levites.

Let us look at what God’s people did when God brought them back into the land some
1000 years later.
A.
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Ne 8:1 Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open square that
was in front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of
the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded Israel. 2 So Ezra the priest
brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and all who could hear
with understanding on the first day of the seventh month. 3 Then he read from it
in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday,
before the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the
people were attentive to the Book of the Law. 4 So Ezra the scribe stood on a
platform of wood which they had made for the purpose; and beside him, at his
right hand, stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Urijah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah; and at
his left hand Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbadana, Zechariah, and
Meshullam. 5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was
standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6
And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. Then all the people answered, "Amen,
Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshiped
the Lord with their faces to the ground. 7 Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin,
Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodijah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah,
and the Levites, helped the people to understand the Law; and the people stood in
their place. 8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they
gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading. 9 And Nehemiah,
who was the governor, Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the
people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not
mourn nor weep." For all the people wept, when they heard the words of the Law.
10 Then he said to them, "Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send
portions to those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord.
Do not sorrow, for the joy of the Lord is your strength." 11 So the Levites
quieted all the people, saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved." 12
And all the people went their way to eat and drink, to send portions and rejoice
greatly, because they understood the words that were declared to them. 13 Now
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on the second day the heads of the fathers' houses of all the people, with the priests
and Levites, were gathered to Ezra the scribe, in order to understand the words of
the Law.

III.

Look at what Paul told Timothy
A.

IV.

V.

1Ti 4:13 Till I come, give attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine.
1.

Paul is encouraging Timothy to publicly read the Scriptures.

2.

But we have to remember that not everyone had access to a copy of the
Scriptures as they were all hand written.

Remember the words of God.
A.

Isa 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return
unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the
thing whereto I sent it.

B.

Isa 66:2 For all those things hath mine hand made, and all those things have been,
saith the LORD: but to this man will I look, even to him that is poor and of a
contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word.

C.

Jn 5:24 Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on
him that sent me, hath everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but
is passed from death unto life.

D.

Jn 8:31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my
word, then are ye my disciples indeed;

E.

Jn 8:51Most assuredly, I say to you, if anyone keeps My word he shall never see
death."

F.

Jn 14:23 Jesus answered and said to him, "If anyone loves Me, he will keep My
word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home
with him.

The Warning
A.
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Heb 4:11-13 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall
according to the same example of disobedience. 12 For the word of God is living
and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division
of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart. 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all
things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.
NKJV
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