The Word of God Brings Revival
2 Chron 34:29-32
29 Then the king sent and gathered all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem. 30 The king went
up to the house of the Lord, with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem — the
priests and the Levites, and all the people, great and small. And he read in their hearing all the
words of the Book of the Covenant which had been found in the house of the Lord. 31 Then
the king stood in his place and made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the Lord, and to
keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes with all his heart and all his
soul, to perform the words of the covenant that were written in this book. 32 And he made all
who were present in Jerusalem and Benjamin take a stand. So the inhabitants of Jerusalem
did according to the covenant of God, the God of their fathers. NKJV

Josiah was the last good king of Judah. He was the son and grandson of one of the most wicked
kings of Judah.
His grandfather was the son of one of the best kings of Judah, Hezekiah. Hezekiah was such a
good king. He followed the commandments of the Lord and depended constantly on the Lord.
His life and kingdom are good studies for anyone.
But in his old age he had a son that would rule after him. His name was Manasseh.
He became a king when he was still in his teens and his father had died. Instead of following his
father’s example in dedication to the Lord, he served all the god’s of the pagans around Israel.
But when he had reigned about 48 years, God sent the king of Assyria to Jerusalem and he was
taken captive to Babylon where he repented.
God then brought him back to Jerusalem where he tried to undo on the wickedness that he had
done. But it is hard to undo 48 years of wickedness at the end of your life.
When he died his son Amon took over, but he returned to the evil ways of his father’s early years.
But when he had reigned for only 2 years some conspirators assassinated him.
Then Amon’s 8 year old son became king. And he would turn out to be the best king that Judah
ever had or would have.
The Scripture says that when he was 16 he began to seek the Lord.
When he was 20 he undertook religious reforms and destroyed idolatry from Judah and even the
surrounding territory.
2Ch 34:3 For in the eighth year of his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek the God of
his father David; and in the twelfth year he began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of the high places,
the wooden images, the carved images, and the molded images.
When Josiah was 26 they found the book of the law in the temple, during the renovations.
When they read the book, they found out exactly how they had broken God’s law and the the
curses that were prescribed for it.

Deut 28:47-57
47 "Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and gladness of heart, for the
abundance of everything, 48 therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the Lord will send
against you, in hunger, in thirst, in nakedness, and in need of everything; and He will put a yoke of
iron on your neck until He has destroyed you. 49 The Lord will bring a nation against you from
afar, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle flies, a nation whose language you will not
understand, 50 a nation of fierce countenance, which does not respect the elderly nor show favor
to the young. 51 And they shall eat the increase of your livestock and the produce of your land,
until you are destroyed; they shall not leave you grain or new wine or oil, or the increase of your
cattle or the offspring of your flocks, until they have destroyed you.
52 "They shall besiege you at all your gates until your high and fortified walls, in which you trust,
come down throughout all your land; and they shall besiege you at all your gates throughout all
your land which the Lord your God has given you. 53 You shall eat the fruit of your own body,
the flesh of your sons and your daughters whom the Lord your God has given you, in the siege
and desperate straits in which your enemy shall distress you. 54 The sensitive and very refined
man among you will be hostile toward his brother, toward the wife of his bosom, and toward the
rest of his children whom he leaves behind, 55 so that he will not give any of them the flesh of his
children whom he will eat, because he has nothing left in the siege and desperate straits in which
your enemy shall distress you at all your gates. 56 The tender and delicate woman among you,
who would not venture to set the sole of her foot on the ground because of her delicateness and
sensitivity, will refuse to the husband of her bosom, and to her son and her daughter, 57 her
placenta which comes out from between her feet and her children whom she bears; for she will eat
them secretly for lack of everything in the siege and desperate straits in which your enemy shall
distress you at all your gates. NKJV
I.

Lack of the word of God is a dangerous thing for a person or a nation.

II.

Lack of the word of God leads to disobedience.

III.

A.

Intentional

B.

Non-intentional, ignorance.

2Ki 22:8 Then Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, "I have found the Book of the
Law in the house of the Lord." And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he read it. 9 So
Shaphan the scribe went to the king, bringing the king word, saying, "Your servants have
gathered the money that was found in the house, and have delivered it into the hand of those who
do the work, who oversee the house of the Lord." 10 Then Shaphan the scribe showed the king,
saying, "Hilkiah the priest has given me a book." And Shaphan read it before the king. 11 Now it
happened, when the king heard the words of the Book of the Law, that he tore his clothes. 12
Then the king commanded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Achbor the son of
Michaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah a servant of the king, saying, 13 "Go, inquire of the
Lord for me, for the people and for all Judah, concerning the words of this book that has been
found; for great is the wrath of the Lord that is aroused against us, because our fathers have not
obeyed the words of this book, to do according to all that is written concerning us." 14 So
Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Achbor, Shaphan, and Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, the wife
of Shallum the son of Tikvah, the son of Harhas, keeper of the wardrobe. (She dwelt in Jerusalem
in the Second Quarter.) And they spoke with her. 15 Then she said to them, "Thus says the Lord
God of Israel, 'Tell the man who sent you to Me, 16 "Thus says the Lord: 'Behold, I will bring
calamity on this place and on its inhabitants--all the words of the book which the king of Judah
has read-- 17 because they have forsaken Me and burned incense to other gods, that they might
provoke Me to anger with all the works of their hands. Therefore My wrath shall be aroused
against this place and shall not be quenched.' " ' 18 But as for the king of Judah, who sent you to
inquire of the Lord, in this manner you shall speak to him, 'Thus says the Lord God of Israel:
"Concerning the words which you have heard-- 19 because your heart was tender, and you
humbled yourself before the Lord when you heard what I spoke against this place and against its
inhabitants, that they would become a desolation and a curse, and you tore your clothes and wept
before Me, I also have heard you," says the Lord. 20 Surely, therefore, I will gather you to your
fathers, and you shall be gathered to your grave in peace; and your eyes shall not see all the
calamity which I will bring on this place." ' " So they brought back word to the king.
2Ki 23:1 Now the king sent them to gather all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem to him. 2 The
king went up to the house of the Lord with all the men of Judah, and with him all the inhabitants
of Jerusalem--the priests and the prophets and all the people, both small and great. And he read in
their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant which had been found in the house of the
Lord. 3 Then the king stood by a pillar and made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the Lord
and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes, with all his heart and all his
soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this book. And all the people
took a stand for the covenant.

