The Day of The Lord Will Come
Joel 2:1-2; 12-17
1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of
the land tremble; For the day of the Lord is coming, For it is at hand: 2 A day of darkness and
gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning clouds spread over the
mountains.
12 "Now, therefore," says the Lord, "Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping,
and with mourning." 13 So rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the Lord your
God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from
doing harm. 14 Who knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him — A
grain offering and a drink offering For the Lord your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion,
Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation,
Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his
chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 Let the priests, who minister to the Lord,
Weep between the porch and the altar; Let them say, "Spare Your people, O Lord, And do not
give Your heritage to reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say
among the peoples, 'Where is their God?'" NKJV
The term “Day of the Lord” is found 27 times in the Prophets of the Old Testament.
It is referred to dozens of times. Even in the New Testament, there are whole sections of
Scripture that relate to the Day of the Lord. And most of the book of Revelation gives us more
detail than we can hope to understand concerning the day of the Lord.
In teaching the prophets at seminary, I tell the students that “the day of the Lord” refers to two
different times. Many of the prophecies in the Bible have a double fulfillment. When the prophet
Joel speaks of the day of the Lord, he has in mind a day of coming judgment in which his
generation would suffer for their many sins. But he also had in mind a future day when God will
be wrapping up the ages and will bring terrible judgement on the world.
Jesus said,
Mt 24:21 (NKJV) For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning
of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no
flesh would be saved; but for the elect's sake those days will be shortened.
That day is still future. Some of the passage in Matthew 24 refers to the day of the fall of
Jerusalem in 70 AD while some of the passage refers to the final day of God’s judgement on this
sinful world.
But we can also go back to Daniel to see similar language.
Da 12:1 (NKJV) "At that time Michael shall stand up, The great prince who stands watch over
the sons of your people; And there shall be a time of trouble, Such as never was since there was a
nation, Even to that time. And at that time your people shall be delivered, Every one who is found
written in the book.
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When you look at the minor prophets this seems to be one of the consistent themes. People back
then were just like they are today. They sinful, wicked, ungodly people who only looked out for
their own welfare. They oppressed their neighbors and fellow countrymen while doing worse to
foreigners. People have not changed. That is one of the main reasons that the Bible is still relevant
for our day.
So let us consider the Day of the Lord in our message today.
I.

II.

The day of the Lord is a day of Judgment.
A.

Amos 5:18-20 (NKJV)18 Woe to you who desire the day of the Lord! For what
good is the day of the Lord to you? It will be darkness, and not light. 19 It will be
as though a man fled from a lion, And a bear met him! Or as though he went into
the house, Leaned his hand on the wall, And a serpent bit him! 20 Is not the day
of the Lord darkness, and not light? Is it not very dark, with no brightness in it?

B.

Rom 2:5-6 But in accordance with your hardness and your impenitent heart you
are treasuring up for yourself wrath in the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God, 6 who "will render to each one according to his
deeds": NKJV

I think that the Day of Christ will come before the Day of the Lord
A.

B.
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1.

1Co 1:8 (NKJV) who will also confirm you to the end, that you may be
blameless in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.

1Co 5:5 (NKJV) deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the
flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

3.

2Co 1:14 (NKJV) (as also you have understood us in part), that we are
your boast as you also are ours, in the day of the Lord Jesus.

4.

Php 1:6 (NKJV) being confident of this very thing, that He who has begun
a good work in you will complete it until the day of Jesus Christ;

5.

Php 1:10 (NKJV) that you may approve the things that are excellent, that
you may be sincere and without offense till the day of Christ,

6.

Php 2:16 (NKJV) holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the
day of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.

Rev 3:10 (NKJV) Because you have kept My command to persevere, I also will
keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world, to test
those who dwell on the earth. 11 Behold, I am coming quickly! Hold fast what
you have, that no one may take your crown. 12 He who overcomes, I will make
him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he shall go out no more. And I will write
on him the name of My God and the name of the city of My God, the New
Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God. And I will write on
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him My new name.
III.

God’s judgment is one of the least addressed subjects in Christianity today.
A.

Christians have become a group that must be coddled and not offended with the
Word of God or they will just go some place else, they will shop for different
church.
1.

Matt 7:22-23 Many will say to Me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, have we not
prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many
wonders in Your name?' 23 And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew
you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' NKJV

2.

2 Peter 3:1-16
3 Beloved, I now write to you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up
your pure minds by way of reminder), 2 that you may be mindful of the
words which were spoken before by the holy prophets, and of the
commandment of us, the apostles of the Lord and Savior, 3 knowing this
first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking according to their
own lusts, 4 and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since
the fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning
of creation." 5 For this they willfully forget: that by the word of God the
heavens were of old, and the earth standing out of water and in the water,
6 by which the world that then existed perished, being flooded with water.
7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same
word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men.
8 But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord one day is
as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9 The Lord is not
slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance.
10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the
heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.
11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will
be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells.
14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be
found by Him in peace, without spot and blameless; 15 and consider that

FBC Toulon

August 14, 2011

The Day of the Lord Will Come

Page 3

the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation — as also our beloved brother
Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as also
in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things
hard to understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own
destruction, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures. NKJV
B.

IV.

God does not judge and condemn any of His children but He disciplines all of His
children.
1.

Hebrews 12:5-8 (NKJV)5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which
speaks to you as to sons: "My son, do not despise the chastening of the
Lord, Nor be discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the
Lord loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives." 7 If
you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is
there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without
chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate
and not sons.

2.

God does not judge or condemn His children because He has already
judged our sins on Jesus when He went to the cross.

3.

Ro 8:1 (NKJV) There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are
in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to
the Spirit.

4.

Jn 5:24 (NKJV) "Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and
believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into
judgment, but has passed from death into life.

The Day of the Lord described.
A.

1 Thess 5:1-10
But concerning the times and the seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should
write to you. 2 For you yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so
comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, "Peace and safety!" then sudden
destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. And they
shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should
overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not
of the night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us
watch and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get
drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the
breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God did
not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus Christ, 10
who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should live together with Him.
NKJV
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