Breakfast by the Sea
John 21:1-14
1 After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, and in this
way He showed Himself: 2 Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee,
the sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. 3 Simon Peter said to them,
"I am going fishing." They said to him, "We are going with you also." They went out and
immediately got into the boat, and that night they caught nothing. 4 But when the morning had
now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Then
Jesus said to them, "Children, have you any food?" They answered Him, "No." 6 And He said to
them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some." So they cast, and now
they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish. 7 Therefore that disciple whom
Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!" Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he
put on his outer garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea. 8 But the other
disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from land, but about two hundred cubits),
dragging the net with fish. 9 Then, as soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals
there, and fish laid on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you
have just caught." 11 Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land, full of large fish, one
hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net was not broken. 12 Jesus said
to them, "Come and eat breakfast." Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, "Who are
You?"--knowing that it was the Lord. 13 Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to
them, and likewise the fish. 14 This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples
after He was raised from the dead.
From the reading of the end of chapter 20 we would think that was the end of the book. And we
would expect if anything else was to follow, it would be the ascension of Jesus into heaven. But
John has something different for us. There is some unfinished business that he must bring to a
close before the end of the book.
He does this with the account of Jesus and the disciples by the Sea of Galilee or the Sea of
Tiberias as John refers to it. This is a two part story. We will cover the first part today and the
second part next Sunday.
Unlike most of the rest of John, this episode takes place in Galilee rather than in Judea. That is
one of the differences between John and the other gospels.
This again is like most of the rest of John. If he had not recorded it, we would have no idea that
anything like it had ever occurred.
I.

The fishing expedition.
A.
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Where.
1.

“After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea
of Tiberias, and in this way He showed Himself”

2.

We do not know why John refers to the sea as Tiberias and all the other
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gospels say Sea of Galilee.

B.

C.

D.
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3.

He is writing some decades later.

4.

Someone suggested that it was that the draught of fish related to taking the
gospel to the world, the gentiles thus he give the Roman name for the Sea
of Galilee.

The fishermen
1.

“2 Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the
sons of Zebedee, and two others of His disciples were together. 3 Simon
Peter said to them, "I am going fishing." They said to him, "We are going
with you also."

2.

Thomas is the only one who seems out of place here for we have never
heard that he was a fisherman.

3.

This seems to go back to the early days of Jesus ministry when He had his
first 5 disciples by the bank of the Jordan River back in chapter 1.

4.

We do not know why Peter is going fishing.
a.

It might have been for money since the donations that had taken
care of them over the last 3 years are no doubt gone.

b.

It might have been out of boredom for we can hardly see Peter just
setting in his chair waiting.

c.

It might be possible that Peter is doing what he knows, what come
naturally to him, even after 3 years vacation.

The time, place and equipment.
1.

“They went out and immediately got into the boat”

2.

It seems that it was not just “a” boat but “the” boat.

3.

It could have been Peter’s old boat or maybe the boat of Zebedee.

4.

It is at night for that seems to be the best time to catch fish the way they
are doing it.

The result
1.

“and that night they caught nothing.”

2.

How this should have reminded them of about 3 ½ years ago when they
also had toiled all night and caught nothing, the night before Jesus
borrowed their boat to preach and then invite them to become fishers of
men.

3.

I think God planned it this way to show them that only through Jesus will
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they accomplish the goal.
II.

Jesus comes to check up on them.
A.

B.

III.

Always with a question.
1.

“4 But when the morning had now come, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the
disciples did not know that it was Jesus. 5 Then Jesus said to them,
"Children, have you any food?"”

2.

They answered Him, "No."

3.

God never asks questions to find out information.

4.

He asks questions to get us to examine ourselves and to get us to admit to
things we would not otherwise.

5.

Adam & Eve

6.

Cain & Able

The command
1.

“6 And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you
will find some."”

2.

Now they had fished all night and they had no doubt fished off both sides
of the boat.

3.

But God always looks for faith, will we obey, or go it alone.

The disciples’ response & result.
A.

They obey
1.

B.

They have newfound success.
1.

C.

7 Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord!"

Peter’s response
1.
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“and now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish”

Their perception.
1.

D.

“So they cast”

Now when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer
garment (for he had removed it), and plunged into the sea.
a.

I guess we should expect this of Peter.

b.

His zeal always gets ahead of his reason.

c.

He was not naked in the way we think of naked but in that day and
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time of thinking of someone being naked.
d.

IV.

The draught of fish
A.

V.

I went to a water park a few weeks ago and it looked like most of
the people there were naked although they obviously they did not
think so.

The catch is more than could be expected, a miracle.
1.

8 But the other disciples came in the little boat (for they were not far from
land, but about two hundred cubits), dragging the net with fish. 9 Then, as
soon as they had come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish laid
on it, and bread. 10 Jesus said to them, "Bring some of the fish which you
have just caught." 11 Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to land,
full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so
many, the net was not broken.

2.

A miracle in that there were so many.

3.

A miracle in that they were so large (megas) fish.

4.

A miracle that the net did not break.

Jesus provides breakfast
A.

He didn’t need them to catch fish but He told them how to do it.

B.

12 Jesus said to them, "Come and eat breakfast." Yet none of the disciples dared
ask Him, "Who are You?"--knowing that it was the Lord.

C.

13 Jesus then came and took the bread and gave it to them, and likewise the fish.

D.

14 This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was
raised from the dead.
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