The Apostate’s Boldness
Jude 1:8-10
8 Likewise also these dreamers defile the flesh, reject authority, and speak evil of dignitaries. 9
Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he disputed about the body of
Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!" 10
But these speak evil of whatever they do not know; and whatever they know naturally, like brute
beasts, in these things they corrupt themselves. 11 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of
Cain, have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.
Humility is not a characteristic of the false teachers. Some people have the idea that if we just
leave these false teacher alone and mind our own business they will do the same. That is not true.
As we are going to see from Jude today, there is a boldness that comes along with a false
understanding of God and moral issues.
As we see in the article in the bulletin where a lady if fired from head of diversity department of
the university simply because she put her name on a petition to allow the citizens of the state to
decide about traditional marriage. You see the only diversity they are looking for is their view. All
others are excluded.
And one of the best examples is that of Rosie O’Donald who for years on her show Rosie, was
Miss nice. She was just the sweetest nicest person, that is as long as it suited her. Now she is
considered to be one of the most hateful, anti-American, anti-Christian people in Hollywood. Do
you suppose she was always that hateful and just needed to worm her way into people’s thoughts
and lives before she showed her true colors.
Let us leave off present day examples and get to Jude and his examples.
I.

Who are these false teachers.
A.

Likewise also
1.

That is like his final example, the people of Sodom.

2.

It is interesting that although these false teachers probably were not
involved in sodomy, yet these are the ones who he compares them.

3.

I think it is because of their boldness as we see on the night the angels
visited Sodom.
a.

4.
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Gen. 19:9 Then the people of Sodom said, "This one came in to
stay here, and he keeps acting as a judge; now we will deal worse
with you than with them."

Even after they were stuck blind they, “so that they became weary trying to
find the door.” Gen 19:11
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B.

C.

These dreamers
1.

The only other time this word is found in the NT is in Acts 2:17 (NKJV)
17 'And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will pour
out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
Your young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.

2.

God is not the only one who can give dreams.
a.

Deuteronomy 13:1-3 (NKJV) 1 "If there arises among you a
prophet or a dreamer of dreams, and he gives you a sign or a
wonder, 2 and the sign or the wonder comes to pass, of which he
spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods'--which you have
not known--'and let us serve them,' 3 you shall not listen to the
words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the LORD
your God is testing you to know whether you love the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul.

b.

Jer 23:26 "How long will this be in the heart of the prophets who
prophesy lies? Indeed they are prophets of the deceit of their own
heart, 27 "who try to make My people forget My name by their
dreams which everyone tells his neighbor, as their fathers forgot My
name for Baal.

c.

So there are many today who have gotten a “word from the Lord”
as they describe it and God has not spoken to them.

d.

Isa 8:20 To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak
according to this word, it is because there is no light in them.

e.

1Jo 4:1 Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether
they are of God: because many false prophets are gone out into the
world.

Defile the flesh,
1.

“Their thought life is polluted. Living in a world of filthy fantasies, they
eventually find fulfillment of their dreams in sexual immorality, just like the
men of Sodom.” MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New
Testaments (A. Farstad, Ed.) (Jud 8). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

II.

How do they display their boldness.
A.

FBC Toulon

Reject authority,
1.

That is any authority other than their own.

2.

They will not admit that there are other valid views.

3.

But mostly they reject the authority of God’s Word.

October 14, 2012

The Apostate’s Boldness

Page 2

B.

a.

They have another revelation that supercedes what the Bible says.

b.

Like the Gnostics of old who had a fuller knowledge, beyond even
Paul.

c.

That is why Paul said there was only one Gospel and any other
gospel was not to be listened to.

d.

Gal 1:6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is
not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to
pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from
heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have
preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so
now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than
what you have received, let him be accursed.

And speak evil of dignitaries.
1.

9 Yet Michael the archangel, in contending with the devil, when he
disputed about the body of Moses, dared not bring against him a reviling
accusation, but said, "The Lord rebuke you!"

2.

10 But these speak evil of whatever they do not know;

3.

And whatever they know naturally, like brute beasts,
a.

4.
III.

Governed by their fleshly animal desires.

In these things they corrupt themselves.

Woe to them! For three reasons.
A.

B.
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For they have gone in the way of Cain
1.

Cain who refused to submit to God and offer the proper sacrifice.

2.

His solution was to destroy the righteous.

3.

The world was not big enough for both of them.

They have run greedily in the error of Balaam for profit
1.

Balaam seemed to start out well but became a prophet for hire even though
God strictly warned him.

2.

Three times he attempts to curse Israel but God forces him to pronounce a
blessing on them.

3.

Finally Balaam shows Balak how to get God to curse the people by causing
them to sin and worship their pagan gods and enter into illicit relationships
with the Midianite women.
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C.
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They perished in the rebellion of Korah.
1.

Korah

2.

Numbers 16:1-50 (NKJV) 1 Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of
Kohath, the son of Levi, with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On
the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men; 2 and they rose up before
Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of
the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of renown. 3
They gathered together against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, "You
take too much upon yourselves, for all the congregation is holy, every one
of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt yourselves
above the assembly of the LORD?" 4 So when Moses heard it, he fell on
his face; 5 and he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, "Tomorrow
morning the LORD will show who is His and who is holy, and will cause
him to come near to Him. That one whom He chooses He will cause to
come near to Him. 6 Do this: Take censers, Korah and all your company;
7 put fire in them and put incense in them before the LORD tomorrow,
and it shall be that the man whom the LORD chooses is the holy one. You
take too much upon yourselves, you sons of Levi!" 8 Then Moses said to
Korah, "Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9 Is it a small thing to you that the
God of Israel has separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring
you near to Himself, to do the work of the tabernacle of the LORD, and to
stand before the congregation to serve them; 10 and that He has brought
you near to Himself, you and all your brethren, the sons of Levi, with you?
And are you seeking the priesthood also? 11 Therefore you and all your
company are gathered together against the LORD. And what is Aaron that
you complain against him?" 12 And Moses sent to call Dathan and Abiram
the sons of Eliab, but they said, "We will not come up! 13 Is it a small
thing that you have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and
honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you should keep acting like a prince
over us? 14 Moreover you have not brought us into a land flowing with
milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you
put out the eyes of these men? We will not come up!" 15 Then Moses was
very angry, and said to the LORD, "Do not respect their offering. I have
not taken one donkey from them, nor have I hurt one of them." 16 And
Moses said to Korah, "Tomorrow, you and all your company be present
before the LORD--you and they, as well as Aaron. 17 Let each take his
censer and put incense in it, and each of you bring his censer before the
LORD, two hundred and fifty censers; both you and Aaron, each with his
censer." 18 So every man took his censer, put fire in it, laid incense on it,
and stood at the door of the tabernacle of meeting with Moses and Aaron.
19 And Korah gathered all the congregation against them at the door of
the tabernacle of meeting. Then the glory of the LORD appeared to all the
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congregation. 20 And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying, 21
"Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may consume
them in a moment." 22 Then they fell on their faces, and said, "O God, the
God of the spirits of all flesh, shall one man sin, and You be angry with all
the congregation?" 23 So the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 24 "Speak
to the congregation, saying, 'Get away from the tents of Korah, Dathan,
and Abiram.' " 25 Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram, and
the elders of Israel followed him. 26 And he spoke to the congregation,
saying, "Depart now from the tents of these wicked men! Touch nothing of
theirs, lest you be consumed in all their sins." 27 So they got away from
around the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram; and Dathan and Abiram
came out and stood at the door of their tents, with their wives, their sons,
and their little children. 28 And Moses said: "By this you shall know that
the LORD has sent me to do all these works, for I have not done them of
my own will. 29 If these men die naturally like all men, or if they are
visited by the common fate of all men, then the LORD has not sent me. 30
But if the LORD creates a new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and
swallows them up with all that belongs to them, and they go down alive
into the pit, then you will understand that these men have rejected the
LORD." 31 Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words,
that the ground split apart under them, 32 and the earth opened its mouth
and swallowed them up, with their households and all the men with Korah,
with all their goods. 33 So they and all those with them went down alive
into the pit; the earth closed over them, and they perished from among the
assembly. 34 Then all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for
they said, "Lest the earth swallow us up also!" 35 And a fire came out
from the LORD and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who were
offering incense. 36 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 37 "Tell
Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, to pick up the censers out of the blaze,
for they are holy, and scatter the fire some distance away. 38 The censers
of these men who sinned against their own souls, let them be made into
hammered plates as a covering for the altar. Because they presented them
before the LORD, therefore they are holy; and they shall be a sign to the
children of Israel." 39 So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers, which
those who were burned up had presented, and they were hammered out as
a covering on the altar, 40 to be a memorial to the children of Israel that
no outsider, who is not a descendant of Aaron, should come near to offer
incense before the LORD, that he might not become like Korah and his
companions, just as the LORD had said to him through Moses. 41 On the
next day all the congregation of the children of Israel murmured against
Moses and Aaron, saying, "You have killed the people of the LORD." 42
Now it happened, when the congregation had gathered against Moses and
Aaron, that they turned toward the tabernacle of meeting; and suddenly the
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cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared. 43 Then Moses
and Aaron came before the tabernacle of meeting. 44 And the LORD
spoke to Moses, saying, 45 "Get away from among this congregation, that
I may consume them in a moment." And they fell on their faces. 46 So
Moses said to Aaron, "Take a censer and put fire in it from the altar, put
incense on it, and take it quickly to the congregation and make atonement
for them; for wrath has gone out from the LORD. The plague has begun."
47 Then Aaron took it as Moses commanded, and ran into the midst of the
assembly; and already the plague had begun among the people. So he put in
the incense and made atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between
the dead and the living; so the plague was stopped. 49 Now those who
died in the plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred, besides those
who died in the Korah incident. 50 So Aaron returned to Moses at the
door of the tabernacle of meeting, for the plague had stopped.

FBC Toulon

October 14, 2012

The Apostate’s Boldness

Page 6

