
The Mystery of the Incarnation
Isaiah 7:14 (NKJV) 14  Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall
conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel. 

This verse is the beginning of a Messianic passage that continues into chapter 9.

Isaiah 9:2 (NKJV) 2  The people who walked in darkness Have seen a great light; Those who
dwelt in the land of the shadow of death, Upon them a light has shined. 

Isaiah 9:6-7 (NKJV) 6  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government
will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be
no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with
judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will
perform this. 

Isaiah 11:1-9 (NKJV) 1  There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a Branch shall
grow out of his roots. 2  The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the
LORD. 3  His delight is in the fear of the LORD, And He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes,
Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 4  But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And
decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth,
And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 5  Righteousness shall be the belt of His
loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist. 6  "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The
leopard shall lie down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling together;
And a little child shall lead them. 7  The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall lie
down together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8  The nursing child shall play by the
cobra's hole, And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den. 9  They shall not hurt nor
destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD As the
waters cover the sea. 

The beginning fulfilment of this is found in Luke and Matthew.

Luke 1:26–38 (NKJV)

26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named
Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The
virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored
one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!”

29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting
this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His
name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God
will give Him the throne of His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”
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35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power
of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be
called the Son of God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old
age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing will
be impossible.”

38 Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your
word.” And the angel departed from her.

Matthew 1:18-23 (NKJV) 18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother
Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy
Spirit. 

19  Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example,
was minded to put her away secretly. 

20  But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a
dream, saying, "Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21  And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall
call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins." 

22  So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the
prophet, saying: 23  "Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His
name Immanuel," which is translated, "God with us." 

The virgin birth tells us:

I. That Jesus Was the Son of God.

A. Joseph was only a foster father to Jesus.

B. Jesus birth was the product of God working with only a woman to form in her a
baby with no earthly father. 

1. Jeremiah 31:22  For the LORD has created a new thing in the earth - A
woman shall encompass a man.”

2.  Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name
Immanuel. 

C. Immanuel, God with us.

1. No one else could have such a title.

2. Isa 9:6  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the
government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

3. Isa 11:6  "The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie
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down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling
together; And a little child shall lead them. 7  The cow and the bear shall
graze; Their young ones shall lie down together; And the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. 8  The nursing child shall play by the cobra's hole, And
the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper's den. 9  They shall not hurt
nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 

4. I don’t think that mankind will be able to achieve this on their own.

5. Only God can change the whole of creation and make it what He designed
in the beginning

II. That mankind is inherently sinful.

A. Sin has been passed down to us through our ancestry. 

1. Romans 5:12 (NKJV) 12  Therefore, just as through one man sin entered
the world, and death through sin, and thus death spread to all men, because
all sinned– 

B. We are sinners by nature.

1. You never need to teach a child to tell lies, but you must teach them to tell
the truth.

2. We are sinners by choice.

3. Once we know what is right, we still struggle with it, because we rebel
against the authority of God. 

C. By being born of a virgin God bypassed the linage of Adam.

1. Jesus was a special creation without sin.

2. He was not a sinner by nature nor was He a sinner by choice.

3. Jeremiah 31:22  For the LORD has created a new thing in the earth - A
woman shall encompass a man.”

III. We now have a better representative.

A. That Adam and Jesus were unique among men.

1. 1 Co 15:20–23)   20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has
become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man
came death, by Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made alive. 23 But each one in
his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s at His
coming.

2. 1 Cor 15:47-49  47 The first man was of the earth, made of dust; the
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second Man is the Lord from heaven.48 As was the man of dust, so also
are those who are made of dust; and as is the heavenly Man, so also are
those who are heavenly.49 And as we have borne the image of the man of
dust, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly Man. NKJV

3. That we have a better representative or head.

Oh the wisdom of God. For Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. And God devised
the perfect plan to save us from destruction.

Oh how He loves and cares for us.

The Idea that the rest of the New Testament does not mention the virgin birth is not true.

Mark 6:3 (NKJV)

3 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James, Joses, Judas, and Simon? And
are not His sisters here with us?” So they were offended at Him.

Galatians 4:4 (NKJV)

4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born  of a woman, born
under the law,

Doctrinally, it must be repeated that the belief in the Virgin birth of Christ is of the highest value
for the right apprehension of Christ's unique and sinless personality. Here is One, as Paul brings
out in Romans 5:12 ff., who, free from sin Himself, and not involved in the Adamic liabilities of
the race, reverses the curse of sin and death brought in by the first Adam, and establishes the reign
of righteousness and life. Had Christ been naturally born, not one of these things could be
affirmed of Him. As one of Adam's race, not an entrant from a higher sphere, He would have
shared in Adam's corruption and doom—would Himself have required to be redeemed. Through
God's infinite mercy, He came from above, inherited no guilt, needed no regeneration or
sanctification, but became Himself the Redeemer, Regenerator, Sanctifier, for all who receive
Him. "Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift" (2 Corinthians 9:15).

The Fundamentals: A Testimony to the Truth.

Virgin birth. The virgin birth was the means whereby the incarnation took place and guaranteed
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the sinlessness of the Son of God. For this reason the virgin birth was essential. Isaiah 7:14
predicted the virgin birth and Matthew 1:23 provides the commentary, indicating its fulfillment in
the birth of Christ. Matthew 1:23 identifies Mary as a “virgin” (Gk. parthenos, clearly denoting a
virgin). The texts of Matthew and Luke are both clear on the teaching of the virgin birth. Matthew
1:18 emphasizes Mary was pregnant before she and Joseph lived together; moreover, the same
verse indicates her pregnancy was due to the Holy Spirit. Matthew 1:22-23 stresses that the birth
of Christ was in fulfillment of the prophecy of the virgin birth in Isaiah 7:14. Matthew 1:25
emphasizes that Mary remained a virgin until the birth of Christ. Luke 1:34 states that Mary had
not had contact with a man, while in Luke 1:35 the angel explains to Mary that her pregnancy was
due to the overshadowing of the Holy Spirit.[

The Moody Handbook of Theology.
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