Paul Finished Well
2 Tim 4:6-8
6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is at hand. 7
I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid
up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing. NKJV
The apostle Paul had an incredible life. It was filled with great successes and great tragedies.
He had covered the major part of Mediterranean world. And he had spent considerable time in
prison.
By this time he had written a major portion of what would become our New Testament.
He had stood before governors, and kings. He had started dozens of churches and ordained many
pastors.
He had trained an army to take the gospel to the ends of the earth.
But now he is on death row. Not for any real crime but because he had become a problem for the
empire. Nero had burnt Rome and had blamed the maligned Christians and Peter and Paul would
be the main figures of the persecution.
So Paul writes to his star student, his son in the faith, to encourage him. Remember Timothy was
of a meeker nature than Paul. So Paul lets him know that Paul had finished the course laid out for
him by the Lord and Timothy could too.
So in Paul’s encouraging words he gives us a summation of his life. A eulogy if you will.
I.

Paul was a man who knew where he was at.
A.

B.

This passage would not fit well in the wealthy and health teaching of many a
modern day preacher.
1.

He was not going to make it through this one.

2.

He was going to die and he knew it.

3.

When I talk to dying people, I don’t say oh you’ll make it, you’ll get better.

4.

I talk to them about end of life issues.

5.

Now the health and wealth gospel may be OK for those who are doing
great but those who are facing death need comfort and strength for their
dying day.

He was a drink offering.
1.
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The drink offering was poured upon the burning sacrifice on the altar as the
sacrifice was being consumed.
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C.

II.

2.

It would be like pouring it on a raging fire.

3.

There would be a poof of steam and then it would be over.

He knew that he must leave this world.
1.

And he was not upset by it.

2.

As he had learned with everything else, he held all that God had given him
in an open hand.

3.

Because when it comes to physical things, all that we receive, we someday
loose.

4.

And he would not struggle with God when the Lord took those things
back.

5.

As Job said, “The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. Blessed be the
Name of the Lord.”

The three things that he had accomplished in this life.
A.

He had fought the good fight.
1.

2.
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He had fought.
a.

The word means to struggle and can be use of most any event.

b.

From this word we get our word agonize.

c.

It has the idea of someone giving their all, putting their entire self
into the fight.

d.

I have fought a good fight; my life hath been a military life, but I
have not fought the evil fights of ambitious or quarrelsome men: my
fighting hath been the good and noble fight of faith, a fight with the
world, the flesh, and the devil, a contending for the faith delivered
to the saints, a maintaining the lustings of the Spirit against the
flesh, a warring with spiritual wickednesses in high places. Poole

The good
a.

It is not a but the

b.

Paul is not telling us how he fought but the nature of the fight.

c.

He had fought the good fight.

d.

Sorry to say that many fight the wrong fight.

e.

Some people are like in the bar room fights where you just hit
anyone.

f.

But that is not Paul, he had fought the fight that God wanted him to
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fight.

3.

B.

1Co 9:26 Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight:
not as one who beats the air.

h.

There are many fights we can fight in this old world. Make sure you
pick the good fights not the meaningless ones.

The fight.
a.

“1) Every Christian is a soldier. (2) He has to fight against the
threefold enmity of the world, the flesh, and the devil. (3) He
overcomes through faith as his sole weapon (1 John 5:4, 5). (4)
There is a limit to the duration of the fight. Death ends it. 2. The
race ended. (1) It is a long race; (2) a wearying race; (3) yet a
glorious race, because it has a happy ending. 3. The faith preserved.
(1) It is a precious deposit placed in our hands (ch. 1:14). (2)
Errorists of all sorts are continually striving to wrest it out of our
hands by their specious sophistries. (3) Believers keep it safest who
treasure it in their hearts as well as their minds.” Spence-Jones, H.
D. M. (Ed.). (1909). 2 Timothy (p. 67). London; New York: Funk
& Wagnalls Company.

b.

The struggle.

c.

The word comes from the same word as fight here.

d.

Life is filled with struggles.

e.

For many of us the last struggle we face will be with death.

f.

For some this in a long and painful struggle.

g.

But as Paul sat in prison for those long days he never gave up the
faith.

h.

Php 4: 4 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!

He had run the race.
1.
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g.

The word race has the idea of race course.
a.

He had kept to the assigned path laid out by God.

b.

He had not because of selfish ambition wondered away.

c.

Nor had he because of fear kept to one side or the other.

d.

Paul uses the same term when describing the life of John the
Baptist.

e.

Ac 13:25 "And as John was finishing his course, he said, ‘Who do
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you think I am? I am not He. But behold, there comes One after
me, the sandals of whose feet I am not worthy to loose.’

2.

C.

Jesus used similar language

g.

Joh 4:34 Jesus said to them, "My food is to do the will of Him who
sent Me, and to finish His work.

h.

Joh 5:30 "I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My
judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the
will of the Father who sent Me.

i.

Joh 6:38 "For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own
will, but the will of Him who sent Me.

He had finished it.
a.

Not like the Galatians

b.

Gal 5:7 You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth?

c.

Paul describes this to the Corinthians.

d.

1 Corinthians 9:24–27 (NKJV) 24 Do you not know that those
who run in a race all run, but one receives the prize? Run in such a
way that you may obtain it. 25 And everyone who competes for the
prize is temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a
perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown. 26 Therefore I
run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight: not as one who beats
the air. 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest,
when I have preached to others, I myself should become
disqualified.

e.

Ac 20:24 — But none of these things move me; nor do I count my
life dear to myself, so that I may finish my race with joy, and the
ministry which I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the
gospel of the grace of God.

f.

Heb 12:1 — Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so
great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin
which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race
that is set before us, 2 — looking unto Jesus, the author and
finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the
right hand of the throne of God.

He had kept the faith.
1.
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f.

I have kept the faith. The faith is not personal faith in Christ but the whole
body of Christian truth, i.e., doctrine. Paul never was detoured by some
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new wind of doctrine. Hindson, E. E., & Kroll, W. M. (Eds.). (1994). KJV
Bible Commentary (p. 2516). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

III.

2.

Then, too, Paul had kept the faith. This means not only that Paul himself
had continued to believe in and obey the great doctrines of the Christian
faith, but also that, as a steward, he had guarded the doctrine which had
been committed to him and had passed it on to others in its original purity.
MacDonald, W. (1995). Believer’s Bible Commentary: Old and New
Testaments. (A. Farstad, Ed.) (p. 2125). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.

3.

He had been faithful as he ran the race.

4.

When it would have been easier to leave some things out or put some
things in, he did not.

5.

He had run the race keeping all the rules, never dishonoring the trust that
Jesus had given him.

There is an eternal reward.
A.

8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all
who have loved His appearing.

B.

Php 3:13 — Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I
do, forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things
which are ahead,

C.

Php 3:14 — I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in
Christ Jesus.
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