Who Is My Neighbor
Luke 10:25-37 (NKJV)
25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying, "Teacher, what shall I do to
Inherit eternal life?" 26 He said to him, "What is written in the law? What is your reading of it?"
27 So he answered and said, "'You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,' and 'your neighbor as yourself.' " 28
And He said to him, "You have answered rightly; do this and you will live." 29 But he, wanting
to justify himself, said to Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" 30 Then Jesus answered and said: "A
certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, who stripped him of
his clothing, wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead. 31 Now by chance a certain
priest came down that road. And when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a
Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and passed by on the other side. 33 But a
certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he had
compassion. 34 So he went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine; and he set
him on his own animal, brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35 On the next day, when he
departed, he took out two denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said to him, 'Take care of him;
and whatever more you spend, when I come again, I will repay you.' 36 So which of these three
do you think was neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?" 37 And he said, "He who showed
mercy on him." Then Jesus said to him, "Go and do likewise."

Galatians 2:16 16 knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law but by faith in Jesus
Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we might be justified by faith in Christ and not
by the works of the law; for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.
Romans 8:3–4 3 For what the law could not do in that it was weak through the flesh, God did by
sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, on account of sin: He condemned sin in the
flesh, 4 that the righteous requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk
according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.
Someone has said that the reason the priest passed by on the other side was because he saw that
the man had already been robbed! McGee, J. V. (1997). Thru the Bible commentary (electronic
ed., Vol. 4, p. 293). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
Then a “certain” Samaritan passed by. Whom did the “certain Samaritan” represent? He is the
One who told the parable. When ritualism, ceremonialism, legalism, and religion could not do
anything to help man, Christ came. He is able to bind up the broken-hearted. He is able to take the
lost sinner, half-dead, lost in trespasses and sins, and help him. McGee, J. V. (1997). Thru the
Bible commentary (electronic ed., Vol. 4, p. 293). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
We may read this passage and think only of “the high cost of caring,” but it is far more costly not
to care. The priest and the Levite lost far more by their neglect than the Samaritan did by his
concern. They lost the opportunity to become better men and good stewards of what God had
given them. They could have been a good influence in a bad world, but they chose to be a bad
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influence. The Samaritan’s one deed of mercy has inspired sacrificial ministry all over the world.
Never say that such ministry is wasted! God sees to it that no act of loving service in Christ’s
name is ever lost. Wiersbe, W. W. (1996). The Bible exposition commentary (Vol. 1, pp.
212–213). Wheaton, IL: Victor Books.
This parable of the Good Samaritan has built the world’s hospitals and, if understood and
practiced, will remove race prejudice, national hatred and war, class jealousy. Robertson, A. T.
(1933). Word Pictures in the New Testament (Lk 10:37). Nashville, TN: Broadman Press.

1.

It is what Jesus did.

a.
Philippians 2:5-11 (NKJV) 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, 6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of
men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to
the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should
bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11 and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Exodus 23:4-5 (NKJV) 4 "If you meet your enemy's ox or his donkey going astray, you shall
surely bring it back to him again. 5 If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying under its
burden, and you would refrain from helping it, you shall surely help him with it.
Leviticus 19:33-34 (NKJV) 33 'And if a stranger dwells with you in your land, you shall not
mistreat him. 34 The stranger who dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you, and
you shall love him as yourself; for you were strangers in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your
God.
Micah 6:8 (NKJV) 8 He has shown you, O man, what is good; And what does the LORD require
of you But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?
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