
But Mary
John 20:1-18

Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene went to the tomb early, while it was still dark,
and saw that the stone had been taken away from the tomb. 2  Then she ran and came to Simon
Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken away the
Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid Him." 3  Peter therefore went
out, and the other disciple, and were going to the tomb. 4  So they both ran together, and the
other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb first. 5  And he, stooping down and looking in,
saw the linen cloths lying there; yet he did not go in. 6  Then Simon Peter came, following him,
and went into the tomb; and he saw the linen cloths lying there, 7  and the handkerchief that had
been around His head, not lying with the linen cloths, but folded together in a place by itself. 8 
Then the other disciple, who came to the tomb first, went in also; and he saw and believed. 9  For
as yet they did not know the Scripture, that He must rise again from the dead. 10  Then the
disciples went away again to their own homes.  

11  But Mary stood outside by the tomb weeping, and as she wept she stooped down and looked
into the tomb. 12  And she saw two angels in white sitting, one at the head and the other at the
feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. 13  Then they said to her, "Woman, why are you
weeping?" She said to them, "Because they have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where
they have laid Him." 14  Now when she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing
there, and did not know that it was Jesus. 15  Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?
Whom are you seeking?" She, supposing Him to be the gardener, said to Him, "Sir, if You have
carried Him away, tell me where You have laid Him, and I will take Him away." 16  Jesus said to
her, "Mary!" She turned and said to Him, "Rabboni!" (which is to say, Teacher).  17  Jesus said to
her, "Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My brethren and
say to them, 'I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your God.' " 18 
Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken
these things to her. 

This is only one of four accounts of the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Each one is from the perspective of its author although there is no contradiction between them.

John’s gospel was the last to be written, about 90 AD. 

John’s gospel tells us that Mary Magdalene was the first to see Jesus, as does Mark’s gospel.
Mark 16:9  Now when He rose early on the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary
Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven demons.

Mark does not give us the detail like John does so let us look at what happened.

I. The order of events.

A. Mary appears to be the first one to the tomb along with the other women.

B. When she arrives all she sees in that the stone is rolled from the door and angels
appear to them saying go tell the disciples.
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C. She runs to tell the Simon Peter and John.

D. They outrun her back to the tomb and find it empty but orderly.

E. So John believes but both Peter and John return to the city.

F. But Mary stood outside the tomb alone, refusing to let go.

II. Why is she still there?

A. Who is she.

1. Mark tells us that she is the one out of whom Jesus had cast 7 demons.

2. Many scholar identify Mary Magdalene with the woman of Luke 7.

3. Luke 7:36-50 (NKJV) 36  Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with
him. And He went to the Pharisee's house, and sat down to eat. 37  And
behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus
sat at the table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of
fragrant oil, 38  and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began
to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head;
and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39  Now
when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself,
saying, "This man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what
manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner." 40  And
Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you."
So he said, "Teacher, say it." 41  "There was a certain creditor who had
two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42  And
when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both.
Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?" 43  Simon
answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He
said to him, "You have rightly judged." 44  Then He turned to the woman
and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you
gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears
and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45  You gave Me no kiss, but
this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 
You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet
with fragrant oil. 47  Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are
forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves
little." 48  Then He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49  And those
who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, "Who is this who
even forgives sins?" 50  Then He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved
you. Go in peace." 

B. We see it is her love that keeps her near the tomb.

C. She has no where else to go.
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III. Oh that we too would stick close to the Savior.

A. Not just in the hard days, but every day.

B. Jesus is not like the Excedrin that you go and get when you get a headache.

C. He is a companion that you have taken for life to walk each step with you along
the way.

IV. Can you imagine the joy that filled her heart when she realized that the person before her
was the risen Christ.
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