
Unity in the Church
Ephesians 4:1-4 (NKJV) 

1  I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with which you
were called,  2  with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one another in
love,  3  endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.  4  There is one body
and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling;

I think that most non-Baptists miss the understanding of this passage because they try to make it
apply where it was not meant to apply.

Last week we saw how that Paul, telling them that they should walk worthy of the calling they
have received should be humble and gentile and patient with one another, loving one another.

And then he says that they should endeavor to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Now it is evident that Paul is speaking to the members of that local church. 

That is where these things will be manifested or not.

As I said last week we are to be in unity as a church and to love one another fervently.

But when we come to verse 4, some think that now we are talking about some world wide group
called “the body”.

How are we to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace with people we have not seen or
will see until we get to heaven. And then we will not need anyone to encourage us to keep the
unity of the Spirit.

I think that this passage just makes more sense when we keep it down to something we can
comprehend such as the local church.

Let us try to understand it.

I. A congregation, a church is the body of Christ.

A. 1 Corinthians 12: 27  Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually. 

1. Many people confuse the family of God the church of Christ, and the
kingdom of God.

2. They are not the same thing.

3. They include different groups of people.

a. In verse 27 of 1 Cor. 12 Paul says very directly to the church a
Corinth that they are the body of Christ as His church.

b. Just in the same way that every other church in the New Testament
is the body of Christ as a church.

c. Now notice how he expands on this thought.
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B. 1 Corinthians 12:12-27 (NKJV) 12  For as the body is one and has many members,
but all the members of that one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.
13  For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--whether Jews or Greeks,
whether slaves or free--and have all been made to drink into one Spirit. 14  For in
fact the body is not one member but many. 15  If the foot should say, "Because I
am not a hand, I am not of the body," is it therefore not of the body? 16  And if the
ear should say, "Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body," is it therefore not
of the body? 17  If the whole body were an eye, where would be the hearing? If
the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18  But now God has set
the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19  And if they
were all one member, where would the body be? 20  But now indeed there are
many members, yet one body. 21  And the eye cannot say to the hand, "I have no
need of you"; nor again the head to the feet, "I have no need of you." 22  No,
much rather, those members of the body which seem to be weaker are necessary.
23  And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable, on these
we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater modesty, 24 
but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having given
greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25  that there should be no schism in the
body, but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26  And if
one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored,
all the members rejoice with it. 27  Now you are the body of Christ, and members
individually. 

C. Paul uses the same figures in most of his epistles.

1. To the Corinthians he has a lot to say about this.

2. The reason he has a lot to say is because of the divisions in the church at
Corinth.

3. Notice how in 1 Corinthians 12 the church is likened to a body with many
parts.

4. Each part has its own respective responsibilities.

5. But not all members are as distinguished as another.

6. Yet no part of the body is unnecessary.

7. Col 2:19  and not holding fast to the Head, from whom all the body,
nourished and knit together by joints and ligaments, grows with the
increase that is from God. 

D. Remember just a few weeks abo we were talking about the mystry that Paul
revealed how that Jews and Gentiles were to be both equal members of the church.

1. Eph 3:6  that the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and
partakers of His promise in Christ through the gospel.
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2. That is what he is still speaking of.

3. He gets back to it in Ephesians 4:25 (NKJV) 25  Therefore, putting away
lying, "Let each one of you speak truth with his neighbor," for we are
members of one another. 

4. It is only in the context of a local church that this makes perfect sense.

5. Eph 4:15–16. speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into
Him who is the head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and
knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective
working by which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for
the edifying of itself in love.

6. Only those in the close relationship of a local church can fulfill this
admonition.

II. Baptist believe that each local church is a body of Christ and responsible alone to Him.

A. When I visit with other ministers in the county they tell me what their bishop has
required of them and the things they must do.

1. Some of the other denominations have other books other than the Bible
that constrain them on almost every issue from how many bathrooms the
parsonage must have to how worship services must be conducted.

2. In Baptist work there is no higher authority governed by men to whom a
Baptist church must answer.

3. Christ is the head of every Baptist church for that is what the Bible teaches.

III. One Spirit

A. The whole purpose of what Paul is saying it to bring unity to the Ephesian church.

B. Often we see that the churches were divided over various things.

1. The church at Jerusalem was divided over the acceptance of Gentiles into
the church without circumcision.

2. The church at Corinth was divided over many issues.

a. How to deal with a member who is living an immoral life.

b. Marriage

c. Spiritual gifts.

d. The resurrection.

e. Etc.

3. The Galatians over circumcision for Gentiles.
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4. Colossians were divide over Gnosticism.

5. Satan is the divider of Christians and I think we can say he has be
successful.

C. But they were also divided over spirits, what they considered heavenly spirits.

1. This was not possible for there is but one Holy Spirit.

2. Just as there is but one Lord and Father of us all.

IV. You were called in one hope of your calling

A. Whatever life we have led or are now leading we have but one hope of our calling.

1. That does not mean that we are all duplicates of one another in our lives.

2. For anyone can see that no two of us are close to the same.

3. But when it come to the purpose for God saving us it is one.

B. We are to be like Jesus and one day we will be like Jesus.

1. We are to live like Him today, talk as He talked to others.

2. Treat other as Jesus did.

3. Be compassionate and careful of others.

4. Christ is to live His life through us.

5. But one day when we receive our new bodies having been rasied from the
dead we will be like Him for we shall see Him as He is.

6. 1 John 3:1-5 (NKJV) 1  Behold what manner of love the Father has
bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the
world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2  Beloved, now
we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be,
but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall
see Him as He is. 3  And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies
himself, just as He is pure.
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