
One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism
Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) 

4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5  one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6  one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and
in you all. 

False teachers are not something new in the church. They have been here since the beginning. 

Satan is the great divider. He divided Cain from Abel. He divided Joseph from his brothers.

And he is the cause of the divisions we have in Christianity today.

Why does Paul continue this theme on the unity in the church?

Paul had warned the Ephesian elders of this before in Acts 20: 29  "For I know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock. 30  "Also from among
yourselves men will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves.

Paul wrote to the deeply divided church in Corinth.

1Co 1:12, 13  Now I say this, that each of you says, "I am of Paul," or "I am of Apollos," or "I
am of Cephas," or "I am of Christ."  Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you
baptized in the name of Paul?

Jesus had taught the same thing. Mt 7:15 ¶  "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

So let us look at the first part of this passage this morning.

I. One Lord

A. Paul lived in a world of polytheism. There were thousands of Gods.

1. Rome was the most religiously tolerant government to come down the line.
So why then did they kill Christians. W.A. Criswell puts it this way.

2. “Do you ever wonder why it is that the Roman Empire persecuted the
Christians? There never was a government, there never was a kingdom so
liberal in matters of religion as the Roman Empire. Whenever they
conquered a land (and they conquered the entire civilized world) the
religion of the land that was conquered was accepted by the Romans.
Hadrian built in the city of Rome a marvelous structure he called "The
Pantheon," literally, "the all gods." It is one of the most beautiful buildings
of antiquity and the most perfectly preserved. It can be seen today, a
magnificent structure. Whenever Rome conquered a kingdom, a nation, or
a principality, Rome accepted their gods and they put images of them in
niches all around the Pantheon. There is a niche for Jupiter, a niche for
Juno, a niche for Artemis, a niche for Osirus, a niche for Venus, and a
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niche for Neptune. There are niches all around the Pantheon showing the
gamut of the religious life of the Roman Empire that was acceptable to the
people. Well then, why did the Roman Empire persecute the Christians to
death? The answer is simple. Rome said to the Christians, "See, here is a
niche for Jupiter, here is a niche for Juno, and here is a magnificent niche
for Jesus." But the Christians said: "No! There is no way our Jesus can be
named in the same breath with a Jupiter, a Juno, or any other god. There is
one Lord, and His name is Christ Jesus." So the Christians were put to
death.”  W.A. Criswell; Ephesians

B. For what ever group of people, what ever nationality, what ever race, whatever
time Jesus is the One Lord for all.

1. There is not a white Jesus and a black Jesus.

2. There is not a Oriental Jesus and a Hispanic Jesus.

3. There is not one Jesus for the rich and another for the poor.

4. There is not one Jesus for the nobles and another for the common people.

5. He is what unites us together.

C. And He is Lord

1. We kind of have lost touch with that concept in today’s world.

2. We have become our own lord, our own master.

3. Invictus

a. Out of the night that covers me,
Black as the pit from pole to pole,
I thank whatever gods may be
For my unconquerable soul.

In the fell clutch of circumstance
I have not winced nor cried aloud.
Under the bludgeoning of chance
My head is bloody, but unbowed.

Beyond this place of wrath and tears
Looms but the Horror of the shade,
And yet the menace of the years
Finds, and shall find me, unafraid.

It matters not how strait the gate,
How charged with punishments the scroll,
I am the master of my fate:
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I am the captain of my soul.

b.  William Ernest Henley wrote this poem in 1875 after some very
difficult medical problems.

c. The last two lines have been quoted by famous and infamous
people.

d. The poem was chosen by Oklahoma City bomber Timothy
McVeigh as his final statement before his execution.

e. But William Ernest Henley was wrong.

f. Isa 45:23  I have sworn by Myself; The word has gone out of My
mouth in righteousness, And shall not return, That to Me every
knee shall bow, Every tongue shall take an oath.

g. Philippians 2:9  Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and
given Him the name which is above every name, 10  that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of
those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11  and that every
tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God
the Father.

h. Acts 4:12  "Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other
name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved."

4. I remember listening to a pastor some years ago who was approached by a
non-church family who wanted to have the funeral of a loved one in the
church building.

a. They wanted the pastor to do the message but they wanted a
special sung, “I did it my way” and the pastor refused to do the
funeral unless they would drop that song.

b. The last place you want to tell us that you did it your way is when
you are dead, for it is obvious that you are not lord of your self or
you would not be dead.

c. I would sooner have them sing at my funeral “He did it God’s way”

d. What about you?
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