
One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism
Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) 

4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5  one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6  one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and
in you all. 

When we consider Christianity, our greatest divisions concern what we believe.

Although we essentially use the same Book and worship the same Lord what we believe is greatly
different.

But Paul does not give us the liberty to have our own separate and differing faiths.

Now there are some things that the church has never considered important enough to cause
divisions amongst us while other thing are of such significance that for the sake of unity in the
church we could never be joined together.

Beliefs that we have differ on the method and means of salvation and could never allow us to be
joined together.

These differences are of such nature that they cannot be dismissed without destroying Christianity
all together.

This unity of “one faith” also shows that the Apostle is speaking of a local church rather than all
of Christianity.

Even in Paul’s day there were divisions that were making their way into the church that would
eventually destroy the churches that were affected by them.

Within 30-40 years Jesus would have John write 7 letters to 7 churches of Asia, the church of
Ephesus being one of them.

Of the 7 letters 5 warned the church that they were close to having the lamp stand removed. This
indicated that they had so apostatized so as to be removed from the heavenly list of the Lord’s
churches.

It may be difficult for us to accept but there comes a time in a failing church that they are no
longer one of the Lord’s churches.

One church had the right faith but they had “left your first love”.

To another He said, “I have a few things against you, because you have there those who hold the
doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before the children of Israel, to eat
things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.  "Thus you also have those who hold
the doctrine of the Nicolaitans, which thing I hate.  ‘Repent, or else I will come to you quickly
and will fight against them with the sword of My mouth.”

To another He said, “"Nevertheless I have a few things against you, because you allow that
woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual
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immorality and eat things sacrificed to idols.”

To another He said, “I know your works, that you have a name that you are alive, but you are
dead.”

To the last He said, “"So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit
you out of My mouth.”

So then it is important to understand what Paul is telling us here.

I. There is one faith means that there is one system of teaching that all of Christianity must
adhere to.

A. There was in Paul’s day one system of teaching that had been delivered to all the
churches of Jesus Christ.

1. Jude refers to it in Jude 3  Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to
you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you
exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all
delivered to the saints.

2. Paul writes to the Corinthians, 1 Corinthians 15:3-8 (NKJV) 3  For I
delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4  and that He was buried, and that
He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, 5  and that He was
seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6  After that He was seen by over five
hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present,
but some have fallen asleep. 7  After that He was seen by James, then by all
the apostles. 8  Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out
of due time. 

3. 1 Corinthians 11:23-27 (NKJV) 23  For I received from the Lord that
which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in
which He was betrayed took bread; 24  and when He had given thanks, He
broke it and said, "Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you; do
this in remembrance of Me." 25  In the same manner He also took the cup
after supper, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do,
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me." 26  For as often as you
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death till He
comes.

4. 1 Timothy 6:20-21 (NKJV) 20  O Timothy! Guard what was committed to
your trust, avoiding the profane and idle babblings and contradictions of
what is falsely called knowledge-- 21  by professing it some have strayed
concerning the faith. Grace be with you. Amen. 

5. 2 Timothy 2:2 (NKJV) 2  And the things that you have heard from me
among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to
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teach others also. 

6. 2 Timothy 4:7 (NKJV) 7  I have fought the good fight, I have finished the
race, I have kept the faith. 

B. In each of these passages we find that there was a system of belief, or teaching that
was accepted in the early churches and that it was not to be deviated from by
anyone.

1. Galatians 1:8  But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.

2. So then there is but one gospel and one faith that was once for all delivered
to the saints.

II. How can we know that we have that one faith as our own.

A.  C. A. Jenkens, Baptist Doctrines, two copies I
have found among the members of this church. One
in the home of Judy Nowlan and the other in the
home of Velma Keckler. This tells me that once the
people that sat in these pews believed these things.

1. “At the beginning there was unity in belief
and practice. This is clear upon the face of
the inspired records, and it is equally clear
that it was the will of our Lord that this happy state of things should
continue. A caution was given against those who caused divisions contrary
to the doctrines of Christ. Our Saviour prayed for the unity of his disciples.

“The whole tenor of the New Testament scriptures strongly indicates unity.
But in the course of time changes came. Instead of visible bodies known as
the churches of Christ, all holding the same doctrines and practicing the
same things, there are hundreds of schismatic bodies, each with its special
doctrines and peculiar forms of worship. The heresy of schism is not only
acquiesced in by great multitudes of professing Christians, but it has been
elevated into a doctrine and boldly proclaimed from many a pulpit.” page
321.

2. One the cover of that book are these words, “Baptist Doctrine” but when
you look at the spine of the book it says “Bible Doctrine”

3. It is because they are one and the same.

4. Today there are hundreds of groups that do not call themselves Baptist but
are Baptistic in teaching.

5. But a little over a hundred years ago they did not exist. Back then, in 1890
when that book was published, Baptists were the only ones who taught

FBC Toulon January 29, 2017 One Lord, One Faith, One Baptism part 2 Page 3



Baptist Doctrine.

6. The sad thing is that today many Baptists do not even teach Baptist
doctrines.

B. In 1909 God moved two Christian laymen to set aside a large sum of money for
issuing twelve volumes that would set forth the fundamentals of the Christian faith,
and which were to be sent free to ministers of the gospel, missionaries, Sunday
School superintendents, and others engaged in aggressive Christian work
throughout the English speaking world. The Fundamentals: A Testimony to the
Truth.

1. In these volumes they set down the things that they felt were fundamental
to the Christian faith.

2. Thing like the inspiration of the Scriptures, deity of Jesus Christ, His virgin
birth, some of the most basic things that we believe.

3. The reason is that during the last part of the 19th century these things were
taught against in the seminaries across America for the most part.

4. I will never forget that as I sat in Sunday School here in 1994 before I was
considered for pastor, a young man came to fill the pulpit and he also
taught Sunday School. He began to explain how that some of the things
that Moses did were not really miracles at all. Now he did not say that
exactly but I knew what he was saying. And Grace Cinnamon knew what
he was saying and it didn’t take her long to get him to back down.

5. You have a great heritage here at First Baptist. While many churches were
backing away from the authority of the Word of God you have continued
to maintain it. While the force of feminism and homoeroticism has side
tracked many churches you have stayed the course.

6. Here today, we hold to the one faith that Paul ascribed to in the book of
Ephesians.
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Baptism. The external sign of faith, but of no significance without the Lord and the faith. Baptism
is emphasized instead of the Eucharist, because the latter assumes and recognizes unity as an
established fact; while faith and baptism precede that fact, and are essential to it. Baptism,
moreover, is not administered to the Church as a body, but to individuals, and therefore
emphasizes the exhortation to each member to be in vital union with the whole body.  Marvin
Richardson Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, vol. 3 (New York: Charles Scribner’s
Sons, 1887), 387.

There is only one act of baptism for all (Jews and Gentiles) who confess Christ by means of this
symbol, not that they are made disciples by this one act, but merely so profess him, put Christ on
publicly by this ordinance.  A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the New Testament (Nashville, TN:
Broadman Press, 1933), Eph 4:5.
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