
One Lord One Faith One Baptism
Ephesians 4:4-6 (NKJV) 

4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5  one
Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6  one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and
in you all. 

You heard about the new preacher that came to a church and every message was on baptism.

Finally the leaders had a meeting with him and wondered if he could preach on any other
passages. So he responded that yes he could and that on Sunday he planned on preaching on
Genesis 1:1. So the next Sunday he stood and read his text. Then he said you know that the earth
is about 3/4 water and then went right into a message on baptism.

Well I don’t preach on baptism all that often but we are in a Baptist church and today we are
going to address this verse about “one baptism”.

Right away we have a problem. The verse says that there is but one baptism and in Christianity we
have several baptisms. So I wonder is Paul just not up with the times or is there really only one
baptism.

Don’t loose sight of the theme of these verses, that is the unity of the church. Our church truely
has one Lord, one faith, and one baptism.

Christianity on the other hand may claim to have one Lord but they really don’t have or proclaim
one faith and they definitely do not have one baptism.

So what is the problem?

When I was young I had a pastor who had traveled to the holy land and southern Europe several
times. One time they were going through one of the ancient cathedrals and they came to a large
sunken area in the building that was their baptistry. But why did they have this large area if
sprinkling people is all that is necessary?

The reason is that in ancient Greece where everyone spoke Greek you didn’t need to go to the
university to find out the meaning of the word baptism, just ask any child and they could tell you.

But today in churches around the world, people are baptized with a cup of water when any child
from ancient Greece would have laughed at the idea.

So today we want to look at what constitutes this one baptism.

I. It’s origin

A. Not the Old Testament or the law.

1. Although there we “washings” in the O.T. that were translated baptism it
was the washings mostly of things.

2. It was part of the Levitical code for cleansing defiled items.
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3. Sprinkling was used when it came to blood and some other situations.

B. Christian baptism began with John the Baptist.

1. He was a man set from God with the commission to baptize his converts.

2. He had great success at this as recorded in the gospels.

3. John baptized all the disciples and our Lord before his ministry came to a
close.

II. Why do some baptize by immersion while other use sprinkling or pouring.

A. The meaning of the word is to immerse.

B. References in the Scripture indicate immersion.

1. Romans 6:3–5 (NKJV) 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we
were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should
walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His
resurrection,

2. Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also
were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him
from the dead.

C. It is a picture of the grand mark of Christianity.

1. What is the grand mark of the Christian Faith?

2. What is the thing that sets them apart from all other religions?

3. What is it that without which Christianity cannot exist?

4. It is the death of Jesus for our sins, His burial and resurrection for our
justification. That is what Bible baptism and Baptist baptism pictures and
none of the others do.

D. It is not until the middle of the third century that we find affusion used in baptism
and that for a dying man.

1. Cyril, bishop of Jerusalem, in the last half of the fourth century, writes:
“For as Jesus assuming the sins of the world died, that having slain sin he
might raise thee up in righteousness; so also thou, going down into the
water, and in a manner buried in the waters, as he in the rock, art raised
again, walking in newness of life.” G. D. B. Pepper, Baptism (Roger
Williams Heritage Archives, 1867), 108.

E. There was a decision not to translate the word into English.
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F. Some groups think they have the authority to change what the Bible says.

III. Who should be baptized.

A. Only those who have been saved by grace.

1. Salvation comes before baptism or baptism is meaningless.

2. This excludes infants.

IV. What is the purpose of Baptism

A. Not baptismal regeneration.

1. This is the first error to come into the church that brought its downfall.

2. Constantine refused to be baptized until just before he died for he thought
he would be regenerated and would not want to sin any more.

3. Although non-Baptists a cautious yet the plainness of their language
betrays them. A quote from Lenski illustrates this. “R., W. P., makes this
objective act of God a subjective act of ours by saying: "There is only one
act of baptism for all who confess Christ by means of this symbol, not that
they are made disciples by this one act, but merely so profess him, put on
Christ publicly by this ordinance." Yet in Matt. 28:19 Jesus himself says:
"Make disciples of all nations by baptizing them in the Name," etc. Baptism
is the washing of regeneration and is thus never a mere symbol. Nor is it an
act of ours by which we merely confess; it is an act upon us by which God
bestows the treasures of salvation upon us.”  Lenski New Testament
Commentary - Lenski New Testament Commentary – The Interpretation of
St. Paul's Epistles to the Galatians to the Ephesians and to the
Philippians.

B. It is an ordinance not a sacrament.

1. It is an act of obedience to follow one’s Savior in baptism.

2. I watched a movie some years ago called the Black Robe.

3. I would not recommend it to anyone.

4. But in the movie a Jesuit priest goes to the Huron Indians to convert them.

5. One of the saddest parts of the movie is when by deceit he sprinkles water
on a sick baby’s head without the parents knowledge, there by baptizing
the baby and in faith of his church makes that baby a Christian.

Baptism is for people who have committed their lives to Jesus and have died with Him and have
already be raised to walk in newness of life. Then they are ready for the symbol. They symbol
cannot produce the reality.
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