
Individuals Gifted by Grace
Ephesians 4:7-8 (NKJV) 

7  But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. 8  Therefore
He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And gave gifts to men."

We really should begin back at verse 6 to get the full affect of what Paul is trying to say.

Ephesians 4:6 (NKJV) 6  one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you
all. 

Four times here Paul uses all to emphasize the unity in the church. Which finishes up this portion
on unity in the church. So then when Paul says “BUT” it stand out to us like a sore thumb.

Usually the BUT stands as an exception or so to say not in this case.

But here the word as the idea of “ALTHOUGH” or “EVEN THOUGH”.

Although the body is one and has one Lord, one faith and one baptism and there is one God and
Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all, yet there are individuals who have
been gifted by God to be a part of that body for the benefit of all.

Essentially what Paul is saying is that although there is a unity in the church yet each member is an
individual, an important part of the whole.

Sometimes in an organization individuals feel unnecessary or unnoticed, like a pawn on a chess
board.

But in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ Paul tell us that it just isn’t so.

So let us look at this passage today.

I. God is a giver not a taker.

A. So many people have a wrong view of God.

1. They think that He is a hard ruler, like a king exacting taxes from his
subjects.

2. They think that He is a killjoy that wants to suck all the fun out of life.

3. And as the serpent said to Eve, “God doesn’t want you to have a full and
complete life.”

4. That is why so many run from God, they have believed the Devil’s lie just
like Eve.

B. But it is so not true, God gives.

1. God owes nothing to sinful men except judgment for their sin. He does not
owe men the smallest blessing or favor. Yet in His grace He has given us
the blessing of all blessings, the immeasurable blessing of intimate shared
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life (cf. 2 Pet. 1:3-4).  MacArthur New Testament Commentary, The -
MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Ephesians.

2. 2 Peter 1:3-4 (NKJV) 3  as His divine power has given to us all things that
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us
by glory and virtue, 4  by which have been given to us exceedingly great
and precious promises, that through these you may be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through
lust. 

II. To Each One of Us Grace Was Given

A. To each one

1. By this he means everyone, every one.

a. There are no unnecessary parts in the body of Christ.

b. Some may receive more glory, but all are necessary.

c. In His wisdom, and to make each dependent on others, God has
ordained not uniformity, but an endless variety of gifts for members
of the body. As Calvin puts it, ‘no member of the body of Christ is
endowed with such perfection as to be able, without the assistance
of others, to supply his own necessities.’ To each of us is given
different gifts for the benefit of all.  Tyndale Commentaries -
Tyndale New Testament Commentaries – Ephesians.

B. To each one but not for ourselves but to profit the whole.

1. 1 Corinthians 12:7 (NKJV) 7  But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to
each one for the profit of all: 

2. Many folks say, “Dr. McGee, we do not speak in tongues in the church.
We do it for our private devotions.” I can say to them categorically from
the Word of God that they are wrong. Gifts are given to profit the church.
No gift is to be used selfishly for personal profit. In fact, it is not a gift if it
is being used that way. A gift is given to every member of the body to
enable him to function for a very definite reason in his position in the body.
J. Vernon McGee, Thru the Bible Commentary: The Epistles (Ephesians),
electronic ed., vol. 47 (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1991), 117.

C. It is of grace.

1. Not according to our faith.

a. Every time I read this verse I want to put according to your faith.

b. We see that in the ministry of Jesus as He healed people, He would
say, “According to your faith let it be to you.”
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2. Not according to our prayers.

3. Not according to our labors.

4. But it is of grace.

5. 1 Corinthians 12:11 (NKJV) 11  But one and the same Spirit works all
these things, distributing to each one individually as He wills. 

6. Just as in 3:8 he spoke of the grace given to him to preach to the Gentiles,
here in virtually identical language he writes of the grace given to each
person to do the work of one's calling. NIV Application Commentary, The
- NIV Application Commentary, The – Ephesians: From biblical text...to
contemporary life.

7. In light of the truth just stated it is clear that since they are sovereignly
given (cf. 1 Cor. 12:4-7, 11), no gifts should be sought; that since they are
essential elements in God's plan (cf. 1 Cor. 12:18, 22, 25), no gifts should
be unused; and that since they come from the Lord, no gifts should be
exalted (cf. Rom. 12:3).  MacArthur New Testament Commentary, The -
MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Ephesians.

8. Saving grace is alike for all, but each believer's endowment is different. It is
"according to the measure of the gift of Christ." The usual interpretation
regards "of Christ" as the subjective genitive: the endowment is measured
by the gratuitous gift which in his wisdom and love Christ is pleased to
bestow just as this is said of the Spirit in I Cor. 12:11.  Lenski New
Testament Commentary - Lenski New Testament Commentary – The
Interpretation of St. Paul's Epistles to the Galatians to the Ephesians and
to the Philippians.

III. What are these gifts that we receive.

A. They are many and manifold.

1. Each Christian needs spiritual gifts in order to live the Christian life.

2. Without the ministry of the Spirit we would never make it.

3. Php 2:13  for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His
good pleasure.

4. Php 4:13  I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.

B. He gives us a short list of the major gifts in the next few verses.

1. There are lists in several of Paul’s epistles.

2. Ephesians 4:11 (NKJV)  11  And He Himself gave some to be apostles,
some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
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C. But a more complete list is found in Romans 12

1. Romans 12:3-21 (NKJV) 3  For I say, through the grace given to me, to
everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a
measure of faith. 4  For as we have many members in one body, but all the
members do not have the same function, 5  so we, being many, are one
body in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6  Having then
gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7  or ministry, let us
use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8  he who exhorts, in
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence;
he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 9  Let love be without hypocrisy.
Abhor what is evil. Cling to what is good. 10  Be kindly affectionate to one
another with brotherly love, in honor giving preference to one another; 11 
not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord; 12  rejoicing in
hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in prayer; 13  distributing
to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality. 14  Bless those who
persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15  Rejoice with those who rejoice,
and weep with those who weep. 16  Be of the same mind toward one
another. Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the
humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion. 17  Repay no one evil for
evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18  If it is
possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19 
Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is
written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 20  Therefore "If
your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so
doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." 21  Do not be overcome by
evil, but overcome evil with good. 

How does the believer discover and develop his gifts? By fellowshipping with other Christians in
the local assembly. Gifts are not toys to play with. They are tools to build with. And if they are
not used in love, they become weapons to fight with, which is what happened in the Corinthian
church (1 Cor. 12–14). Christians are not to live in isolation, for after all, they are members of the
same body. Warren W. Wiersbe, The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 2 (Wheaton, IL: Victor
Books, 1996), 37.
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