
Growing Up
Ephesians 4:11-16 (NKJV) 

11  And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers, 12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ, 13  till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14  that we
should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15  but, speaking the truth in
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16  from whom the whole
body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by
which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

I. The Gifts v-11

A. As we mentioned last week there are many gifts that Jesus equips the church with.

1. And as we said there are a number of lists and the lists are not exhaustive.

2. And the gifts are for the profit of the entire church and not for self-
edification.

B. Apostles

1. There were 13 apostles properly so called.

2. The word means one sent with a message and was a common word before
Jesus chose it of the office of the 12.

3. Lu 6:13  And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from
them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles:

4. The word has been transliterated as a proper office, the first in the church.

5. There are no apostles today.

a. If there were then we would need to add their words to the Bible
and we know that is not right.

b. If someone claims that God has called them and sent them with a
message, the meaning of the word apostle, they are still not an
apostle as Paul describes.

c. 2 cor. 12:11 ¶  I have become a fool in boasting; you have
compelled me. For I ought to have been commended by you; for in
nothing was I behind the most eminent apostles, though I am
nothing.  12  Truly the signs of an apostle were accomplished
among you with all perseverance, in signs and wonders and mighty
deeds.
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C. Prophets

1. Shortly after Jesus’ ascension we find various prophets.

2. The word of God was not finished and there was a need for special
revelation concerning certain issues.

3. Like the apostles the prophets did not succeed that first generation of
believers.

4. The qualifications for prophet were set in the Old Testament.

a. Deut 18:22  "when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if
the thing does not happen or come to pass, that is the thing which
the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

b. They have to be right 100% of the time and no modern day
prophets can meet that demand.

D. Evangelists

1. An evangelist is someone who does evangelism.

2. Even pastors are not to neglect evangelism.

a. 2Timothy 4:5  But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions,
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

3. But for some this is a special calling.

4. They have not been called to pastor a church but to help that church
evangelize.

E. Pastor and teachers or Teaching Pastors.

1. Pastors help the church fulfill the great commission.

a. Matthew 28:18  And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All
authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19  "Go
therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 
"teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you;
and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age." Amen.

2. Pastor means overseer or shepherd.

a. 1Peter 5:2  Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving
as overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain
but eagerly;

b. They are to guide the church in spiritual matters.
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c. Their qualifications and duties are very specifically set forth in       
1 Timothy 3 and Titus.

F. As we said there are other gifts given but these are the ones Paul uses here.

II. The Reason v-12

A. That we might grow up in the Lord.

1. Only single celled organisms are born full grown, all others must grow up.

2. v-12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the
edifying of the body of Christ, 

B. So it is with Christians.

1. New born Christians are spoken of as babes.

2. 1Peter 2:2  as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you
may grow thereby,

3.  1Corinthians 3:1  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual
people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ.

C. So then Christians must be equipped for the work of the ministry.

1. V-12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry

2. So that they can put those gifts they have been given into use for the
benefit of the church.

D. So that the church might be edified.

1. V-12 For the edifying of the body of Christ 

2. 1Corinthians 14:12  Even so you, since you are zealous for spiritual gifts,
let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel.

3. Romans 14:19  Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace
and the things by which one may edify another.

4. Romans 15:2  Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to
edification.

III. What Is to Be Avoided v-14

A. V-14  that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of
deceitful plotting, 

1. So sad to say that most Christians are stuck in the Primary class of their
Christian experience.

2. 1 Corinthians 3:1 ¶  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual
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people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2  I fed you with milk and not
with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now
you are still not able; 3  for you are still carnal. For where there are envy,
strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere
men?

3. Hebrews 5:12  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and
you have come to need milk and not solid food.

4. 1 Corinthians 14:20 (NKJV) 20  Brethren, do not be children in
understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be
mature. 

B. Many Christians are so easily deceived.

1. There are many snake oil salesmen in Christianity.

2. They appeal to the natural man, to our carnal nature.

3. They 

C. 2 Timothy 4:1 ¶  I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ,
who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 
Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort,
with all longsuffering and teaching. 3  For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4  and they will turn their
ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

D. 2 Peter 2:1  But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there
will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies,
even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift
destruction.

E. We are to work together here at First Baptist to edify and build each other up and
keep one another from falling into false teaching and into apostasy.

IV. The Goal v-13, 15-16
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