
Growing Up
Ephesians 4:11-16 (NKJV) 

11  And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some
pastors and teachers, 12  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying
of the body of Christ, 13  till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son
of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14  that we
should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by
the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 15  but, speaking the truth in
love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head--Christ-- 16  from whom the whole
body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by
which every part does its share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

Last week we began this passage today we come to conclude it.

Jesus loved His church very much. He shed His blood and died for her.

Acts 20:28  "Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit
has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.

When Paul was going about to persecute the church Jesus said that Paul was persecuting Jesus.

Acts 26:14  "And when we all had fallen to the ground, I heard a voice speaking to me and saying
in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick
against the goads.’

The church, the local church is the believer’s protection against falsehood for it is the pillar and
ground of the truth.

1 Timothy 3:15  but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you ought to conduct
yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and ground of the
truth.

So Jesus set up Apostles, prophets, evangelists and pastors and teachers for the edification of the
church. And when the church functions correctly you will have what Paul describes in this
passage, the edification of the body of Christ.

I. What Is to Be Avoided v-14

A. V-14  that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of
deceitful plotting, 

1. So sad to say that most Christians are stuck in the Primary class of their
Christian experience.

2. 1 Corinthians 3:1 ¶  And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual
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people but as to carnal, as to babes in Christ. 2  I fed you with milk and not
with solid food; for until now you were not able to receive it, and even now
you are still not able; 3  for you are still carnal. For where there are envy,
strife, and divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere
men?

3. Hebrews 5:12  For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and
you have come to need milk and not solid food.

4. 1 Corinthians 14:20 (NKJV) 20  Brethren, do not be children in
understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in understanding be
mature. 

B. Many Christians are so easily deceived.

1. There are many snake oil salesmen in Christianity.

a. 2 Peter 2:1  But there were also false prophets among the people,
even as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly
bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought
them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.

b. Matthew 7:15 ¶  "Beware of false prophets, who come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous wolves.

2. They appeal to the natural man, to our carnal nature.

3. They come to destroy the flock. 

4. Jesus was so upset with the religious teachers of His day for they misled
the people.

5. Matthew 23:13 ¶  "But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For
you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in
yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in.

C. Paul knew that the truth would be attacked.

1. 2 Timothy 4:1 ¶  I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His
kingdom: 2  Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3  For the
time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to
their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for
themselves teachers; 4  and they will turn their ears away from the truth,
and be turned aside to fables.

2. Isn’t strange today that the majority of people do not believe these things.
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3. They think everyone who claims to be a Bible teacher or a pastor is on the
up and up.

D. We are to work together here at First Baptist to edify and build each other up and
keep one another from falling into false teaching and into apostasy.

II. The Goal v-13, 15-16
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