
A Loving King Rejected
Matthew 23: 37-38  (NKJV) 

37  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!
How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,
but you were not willing! 38  "See! Your house is left to you desolate;

What looked like one of the most celibetory days in man’s history actually turned out to be one of
the darkest.

The Jews had been looking for their long awaited Messiah. The one to bring them peace and
deliverance. But when Jesus came He was rejected by the very people He came to save.

Since the days of Adam and Eve the promise of a deliverer had been with the human race.

The Israelites had kept that hope alive by the many prophecies in their Hebrew Bible that gave
more and more details concerning His birth and life.

The things that happened on what we call Palm Sunday had been foretold over 400 years earlier
by a Prophet by the name of Zechariah.

Zechariah 9:9  "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold,
your King is coming to you; He is just and having salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A
colt, the foal of a donkey.

Matthew 21:1  Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of
Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2  saying to them, "Go into the village opposite you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. 3 
"And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately
he will send them." 4  All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,
saying: 5  "Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your King is coming to you, Lowly, and sitting on
a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.’" 6  So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded
them. 7  They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. 8 
And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the
trees and spread them on the road. 9  Then the multitudes who went before and those who
followed cried out, saying: "Hosanna to the Son of David! 'Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the LORD!' Hosanna in the highest!" 10  And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city
was moved, saying, "Who is this?" 11  So the multitudes said, "This is Jesus, the prophet from
Nazareth of Galilee." 

After this Jesus weeps over Jerusalem. The words of our text may have been spoken by Him on
several different occasions as Luke records a similar scene in Luke 13.

Luke 13:34-35 (NKJV) 34  "O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the one who kills the prophets and stones
those who are sent to her! How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen gathers
her brood under her wings, but you were not willing! 35  See! Your house is left to you desolate;
and assuredly, I say to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes when you say, 'Blessed is
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He who comes in the name of the LORD!' " 

But Luke records a similar piece in Luke 19:41-44 that is parallel to our text in Matthew 23.

Luke 19:41-44 (NKJV) 41  Now as He drew near, He saw the city and wept over it, 42  saying,
"If you had known, even you, especially in this your day, the things that make for your peace! But
now they are hidden from your eyes. 43  For days will come upon you when your enemies will
build an embankment around you, surround you and close you in on every side, 44  and level you,
and your children within you, to the ground; and they will not leave in you one stone upon
another, because you did not know the time of your visitation." 

I. O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, How often I wanted to gather your children together, as a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings, 

A. A term of endearment.

1. God loved the people of Israel.

2. He set His affection on them without regard to what they had done or who
they were in the order of things.

3. The Psalms and the Prophets testify to the love and care that God had
shown for the nation and especially for the city of Jerusalem.

B. But like an ungrateful child they did not care for God’s advances of love.

1. “the one who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her!”

a. God’s wayward people were always on His mind and heart.

b. Again and again He sent prophets to them to reach them.

c. But if the people will not receive God they will not receive His
messengers either.

2. But then God sent His only begotten Son to them.

a. John 3:16 (NKJV) 16  For God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not
perish but have everlasting life. 

b. John 1:11 (NKJV) 11  He came to His own, and His own did not
receive Him. 

c. So we come to this point in history where Jesus will be rejected and
put to death.

II. But once again the people of Israel, God’s chosen nation reject God.

A. But you were not willing!

1. Man’s freewill is not his friend but his enemy.
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2. God’s greatest love gift of all time is rejected.

3. Although they rejoice to the see Jesus ride into Jerusalem on a donkey to
claim His throne, yet ultimately they reject Him.

4. Man is at enmity with God and of his own will and mind will never be
subject to God.

III. This rejection of the very Son of God and then even the rejection of God’s grace brings
God to an end.

A. 38  "See! Your house is left to you desolate;

Conclusion: When our country was founded the theme of the revolution was “We have no King
but Jesus.” But today our theme is we have no king or as the parable that Jesus gave records, the
people sent messengers after him, “We will not have this man to rule over us.” 

Lu 19:14  "But his citizens hated him, and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We will not have
this man to reign over us.’

Many people feel entitled to live their lives without regard to Jesus or His sacrificial death for us.

My greatest fear is that we have become like ancient Israel and we are simply waiting for the day
of our destruction.

What can we do? Pray

Give our own selves to Jesus, make Him King in our heart.
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