
Rejoice!
Matthew 28:1-9 (NKJV) 

1  Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the
other Mary came to see the tomb. 2  And behold, there was a great earthquake; for an angel of
the Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat on it.
3  His countenance was like lightning, and his clothing as white as snow. 4  And the guards shook
for fear of him, and became like dead men. 5  But the angel answered and said to the women, "Do
not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. 6  He is not here; for He is risen,
as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 7  And go quickly and tell His disciples that
He is risen from the dead, and indeed He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him.
Behold, I have told you." 8  So they went out quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and
ran to bring His disciples word. 9  And as they went to tell His disciples, behold, Jesus met them,
saying, "Rejoice!" So they came and held Him by the feet and worshiped Him. 

We are often glad about temporal things.

Often I get the idea from people that spiritual things are not real. 

Most just think of them as ideas.

Ideas are real in your head but not in reality until someone does them.

But spiritual things are more real than just ideas.

They are confirmed in the infallible Bible.

They are grounded in the character of God.

And I think we should be excited about them.

That is what I love about kids. They can get excited over the littlest things. It is as they get older
and older it takes more to make them happy.

Don’t you suppose that the women were pretty excited that morning?

I. But this is the gladdest glad there ever was.

A. A reversal has one of the greatest potentials to make us glad.

1. The pas three days have been devastating for the disciples and for the
women of our passage.

2. Four days ago things were going as normal, as normal as it gets with Jesus.

3. When all of a sudden the Jewish leaders in their venoming wickedness
came to the garden of prayer and arrested Jesus.

4. The trial passed quickly, too quickly for justice.

5. The Savior had been condemned.
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6. They new had traveled quickly through the believers and it was their worst
nightmare.

7. Jesus is scourged and mocked before He is nailed to the cross.

8. And in six hours He was gone.

9. They had hoped for one of His many miracles.

10. He had raised the dead, walked on water and calmed a raging storm. Surely
they could not take His life.

11. But that is where their understanding broke down.

12. That is where our understanding always breaks down.

13. We know that our God is all powerful, and we mean all powerful.

14. But yet Jesus was dead.

15. The only thing left was to prepare the body for burial which they could not
fully do on the day of His death.

16. So they come, the women come with a death dirge on their minds, to the
tomb a place of death, to do what was done for the dead.

17. They were not ready to accept the fact that He was alive.

18. Do you think they rejoiced when they saw Him.

19. Can you imagine for a moment how their hearts were filled with joy and
amazement to find Him to be alive.

B. No one can turn our mourning into joy like the Lord can.

II. What are the results.

A. Jesus is alive and not dead.

1. Jesus had conquered death.

2. His life had been a perfect sacrifice acceptable to the Father.

B. Jesus is who He said that He was.

1. He is the Son of God.

2. God in human flesh.

3. He is the lamb come to take away our sin.

4. He is our righteousness.

C. All that He said is true.

1. There is now a way open to the Father in heaven.
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D. All that He promised will be fulfilled.

1. Those who trust in Him have eternal life.

a. John 10:28  And I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never
perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.

2. Their sins have been forgiven.

3. He will come again.

a. John 14:3  "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be
also.

4. He will bring in everlasting righteousness.

a. Da 9:24  "Seventy weeks are determined For your people and for
your holy city, To finish the transgression, To make an end of sins,
To make reconciliation for iniquity, To bring in everlasting
righteousness, To seal up vision and prophecy, And to anoint the
Most Holy.

5. He will destroy death and Satan.

a. Re 20:10  The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of
fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And
they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

b. Re 20:14  Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death.

6. He will make all things new. 

a. Re 21:5  Then He who sat on the throne said, "Behold, I make all
things new." And He said to me, "Write, for these words are true
and faithful."
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