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Ephesians 5:1-2 (NKJV) 

1  Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. 2  And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us
and given Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.

This is such an unbelievable assignment. Imitate God! Is he kidding?

But it is natural since we are quite literally the dear children of God.

He has imparted His Holy Spirit to us and sealed us.

He has given us a new nature, which is according to God’s nature.

Matthew 5:43-46 (NKJV) 43  "You have heard that it was said, 'You shall love your neighbor and
hate your enemy.' 44  But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to
those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, 45  that you
may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and
sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46  For if you love those who love you, what reward have
you? Do not even the tax collectors do the same? 

Before we were imitators of Satan. We were children of wrath just as others.

But we have been quickened, made live and have been given all things that we need that pertain to
life and godliness.

In order to understand this we must understand the quality about God that we are to mimic, His
love.

I. God’s love forgives.

A. God has in Christ forgiven us

1. Colossians 2:13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having
forgiven you all trespasses, 14  having wiped out the handwriting of
requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has
taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 

2. Ephesians 1:7 (NKJV) 7  In Him we have redemption through His blood,
the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace 

B. Therefore if we are imitators of God we will also forgive.

1. Ephesians 4:32 (NKJV) 32  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted,
forgiving one another, just as God in Christ forgave you. 

2. Matthew 18:21-22 (NKJV) 21  Then Peter came to Him and said, "Lord,
how often shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven
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times?" 22  Jesus said to him, "I do not say to you, up to seven times, but
up to seventy times seven. 

3. John 13:34-35 (NKJV) 34  A new commandment I give to you, that you
love one another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 
By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one
another." 

4. 1 Peter 4:8 (NKJV) 8  And above all things have fervent love for one
another, for "love will cover a multitude of sins." 

C. The depth of our love is also shown by how much we know we have been
forgiven. MacArthur New Testament Commentary, The - MacArthur New
Testament Commentary – Ephesians.

D. There is a direct connection between forgiveness and love.

1. Luke 7:36-47 (NKJV) 36  Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with
him. And He went to the Pharisee's house, and sat down to eat. 37  And
behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus
sat at the table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of
fragrant oil, 38  and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began
to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head;
and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39  Now
when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself,
saying, "This man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what
manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner." 40  And
Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you."
So he said, "Teacher, say it." 41  "There was a certain creditor who had
two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42  And
when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both.
Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?" 43  Simon
answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He
said to him, "You have rightly judged." 44  Then He turned to the woman
and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you
gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears
and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45  You gave Me no kiss, but
this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46 
You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet
with fragrant oil. 47  Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are
forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves
little." 

2. Robert Falconer tells the story of his witnessing among destitute people in
a certain city and of reading them the story of the woman who wiped Jesus'
feet with her tears. While he was reading he heard a loud sob and looked
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up at a young, thin girl whose face was disfigured by smallpox. After he
spoke a few words of encouragement to her, she said, "Will He ever come
again, the One who forgave the woman? I have heard that He will come
again. Will it be soon?" "He could come any time. But why do you ask?"
Falconer replied. After sobbing again uncontrollably, she said, "Sir, can't
He wait a little while? My hair ain't long enough yet to wipe His feet.'

3. The person who sees the greatness of his own forgiveness by God's love
will himself in love be forgiving. He forgives in love because his heavenly
Father has forgiven in love and he desires to be an imitator of His Father. 
MacArthur New Testament Commentary, The - MacArthur New Testament
Commentary – Ephesians.

II. God’s love is unconditional.

A. The very meaning of the word in Greek is unconditional.

B. Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

III. God’s love is sacrificial.

A. John 1:29 (NKJV) 29  The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said,
"Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 

B. Galatians 2:20 (NKJV) 20  I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who
live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith
in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me. 

C. John 15:13 (NKJV) 13  Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one's
life for his friends. 

D. John 3:15-16 (NKJV) 15  that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have
eternal life. 16  For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 

E. 1 John 2:2 (NKJV) 2  And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins, and not for
ours only but also for the whole world. 

F. 1 John 3:16 (NKJV) 16  By this we know love, because He laid down His life for
us. And we also ought to lay down our lives for the brethren. 

G. 1 Peter 2:21 (NKJV) 21  For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 

IV. Therefore we are to imitate Him.
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A. 2 Corinthians 3:18 (NKJV) 18  But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

B. 1 Peter 2:21 (NKJV) 21  For to this you were called, because Christ also suffered
for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 

C. 1 Corinthians 11:1 ¶  Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

I remember reading a story once of two brothers back in the days when blood transfusions were
done as the two people laid side by side. The older brother had lost a great deal of blood and the
parents had asked the younger brother if he would be willing to give blood so that his older
brother might live. The young by was somewhat hesitant but agreed. So the procedure had just
begun and the younger son could see his blood going to his brother. Then after just a sort while
the younger son asked how much longer he had to live. It was then that everyone realized that
they had not explained to the young boy the procedure. For he thought it would take all of his
blood to revive his brother. What love he had for his brother.
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