
Lydia - A Woman of Faith
Acts 16:13-15 (NKJV) 

13  And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was
customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the women who met there. 14  Now a certain
woman named Lydia heard us. She was a seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who
worshiped God. The Lord opened her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul. 15  And when she
and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, "If you have judged me to be faithful to
the Lord, come to my house and stay." So she persuaded us. 

Paul is on his second missionary journey.

He has visited the churches that he established on hif first missionary trip but now where to go.

It seems that he is struggling with God as to where to go next. He is forbidden to go into Asia and
also he gets a no from God about Bithynia.

Paul then goes to the coast and there he has a vision of someone across the Aegean Sea asking for
Paul to come over and help.

So Paul and his group cross the sea and travel to the largest city of that area, to Philippi.

But it seems that God has made a mistake, as there is not enough Jews in the city to have a
Synagogue. 

So on the Sabbath day he finds a group of women who gather by the river to worship God as best
they know how.

It is probable that they are either Jewish women or Jewish proselytes.

It does not seem like a favorable place to start a new church. But God always knows what He is
doing.

So let us look at what happens that Sabbath day on the banks of that river.

13  And on the Sabbath day we went out of the city to the riverside, where prayer was
customarily made; and we sat down and spoke to the collectives who met there.

I. The women had come there to worship God.

A. Heb 11:6  But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to
God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

1. 1Ch 28:9  "As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and
serve Him with a loyal heart and with a willing mind; for the LORD
searches all hearts and understands all the intent of the thoughts. If you
seek Him, He will be found by you; but if you forsake Him, He will cast
you off forever.
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B. Also here they were alone as it were in a pagan city with no where else to go to
have collective worship.

1. Can you imagine these women who had a desire to worship and serve God
correctly living in a pagan world where there was not even a Jewish
witness.

2. A place totally given over to the carnal sins.

3. A place where they could do business but could not worship with the
people because of their pagan gods.

4. But they had found a place outside the city where by the river they could
worship the true God together and in peace.

5. But their worship was deficient in that they did not know Jesus, the Savior
of men and women both.

6. So it is with meager beginning at Philippi that they church will be born.

7. But God has always been concerned with the one.

a. How may times in Jesus ministry is it just one that gets the attention
of the Savior.

b. The woman at the well.

c. The cripple man by the pool.

d. Zacchaeus; Lu 19:5  And when Jesus came to the place, He looked
up and saw him, and said to him, "Zacchaeus, make haste and come
down, for today I must stay at your house."

e. So in reality Paul had a divine appointment to meet Lydia and
through the leading of the Holy Spirit he fulfilled his mission.

II. The Lord works on Lydia’s heart.

A. God’s work always begins with the heart.

1. We might think that it would begin with the mind and then the heart.

2. But the heart is deceitful above all things and desperately wicked, who can
know it. 

3. Jer 17:9  "The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked;
Who can know it?

4. Pr 4:23  Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues
of life.

B. Woman can be as powerful for evil as for good. Spurgeon
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1. Numerous place are found where they work for evil.

a. Jezebel for example

2. God has often used women to get His work done.

a. Deborah

b. Philippians 4:3 (NKJV) 3 And I urge you also, true companion,
help these women who labored with me in the gospel, with Clement
also, and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the
Book of Life.

3. And here in this church the women have always been there to raise the
torch high to show others the way.

a. This for a time he did, but the real leader of this little flock is the
Elder's wife, Mrs. Cynthia Stickney. One of the original members of
this church, which really drew its life from her father's family and
her own, she has shared its fortunes with unswerving fidelity;
shrinking from no labor, however toilsome or distasteful, sparing no
expense, whatever the personal sacrifice, she today sustains the
remnant by her own indomitable will. While we cannot share her
convictions, or believe that "the hand of the Lord" is discernible in
the record we have been tracing, we can stand in the outer court, in
this era of apostasy and materialism, and admire a faith and courage
so sublime, qualities that in the by gone ages would have made their
possessor a saint or martyr, or perhaps both. But, a prophet is still
without honor among his own; and this lady walks humbly amongst
us, claiming little, and perchance receiving less." 13  History of First
Baptist Church of Toulon

III. She gives heed to the word spoken by Paul.

A. Now she does her part.

1. She listens to Paul and accepts it as truth.

2. To understand and be spiritually affected will require us to pay attention.

3. Sad to think that so many people think that Christianity is the only thing in
life that you can have without any effort at all.

4. Lu 13:24  "Strive to enter through the narrow gate, for many, I say to you,
will seek to enter and will not be able.

B. She is saved.

1. But Lydia had grasped the truth. "Thanks be to God," she said, "I see it.
Jesus Christ suffered in our stead; and we, by an act of faith, accept him as
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our Substitute, and we are saved thereby. I have it. I never saw it before. I
read about a paschal lamb, and the sprinkling of the blood, and the passing
over of the houses where the blood was sprinkled. I could not quite make it
out. Now I see, if the blood be sprinkled upon me, God will pass over me,
according to his word, 'When I see the blood, I will pass over you.'" She
attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul, so as to understand
them.  Spurgeon's Collected Sermons (Met. Tabern. Pul.) - – Metropolitan
Tabernacle Pulpit.

IV. She and her household were baptized.

A. We do not know about who is a part of this “household”.

1. We assume that she has no husband because of death or other reasons.

2. Household can also refer to servants.

a. She seems to be wealthy.

b. She deals in an expensive product.

c. Luke 16:19 (NKJV) 19 “There was a certain rich man who was
clothed in purple and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day.

3. And seeing how she was a business women she may very well had some.

4. But the thing to see is that she was such a woman that she had a great
influence on this household of her’s.

B. They are baptized as all believers were in those day upon their profession of faith.

1. It was and is a public profession of faith in Jesus.

V. She gave hospitality to the missionaries while they were in Philippi.

A. 15  And when she and her household were baptized, she begged us, saying, "If you
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come to my house and stay." So she
persuaded us. 

B. She not only believed the gospel but believed in the gospel ministry and mission.

C. We do not know how long they continued to be supported by her but is was more
than a month or two.

D. It is even probable that the church, newly formed, met in Lydia’s own home.

1. Acts 16:40 (NKJV) 40  So they went out of the prison and entered the
house of Lydia; and when they had seen the brethren, they encouraged
them and departed. 

Yesterday I attended the graduation service at Illinois Baptist College where I teach occasionally.

There a fine young lady by the name of grace receive here bachelors degree in Christian
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Education.

Not everyone will be able to commit to that level but anyone can commit what they have.

That is what Lydia did.

She sought God with what she knew.

And God honored her with a place of salvation and service.

Today so many women have rearranged their priorities to place God much lower on the list.

But you can never win when you diminish God in your life.
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