
Redeeming the Time
Eph 5:15–17

15 See then that you walk circumspectly, not as fools but as wise, 16 redeeming the time, because
the days are evil.
17 Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

I. Walk Circumspectly

A. Other Versions

1. Ephesians 5:15 (NIV) 15  Be very careful, then, how you live--not as
unwise but as wise, 

2. Ephesians 5:15 (NLT) 15  So be careful how you live. Don’t live like fools,
but like those who are wise. 

3. Ephesians 5:15 (NASB) 15  Therefore be careful how you walk, not as
unwise men but as wise, 

4. Ephesians 5:15 (ESV) 15  Look carefully then how you walk, not as
unwise but as wise, 

5. Ephesians 5:15 (AMP) 15  Look carefully then how you walk! Live
purposefully and worthily and accurately, not as the unwise and witless, but
as wise (sensible, intelligent people), 

B. Greek meanings

1. Rev., look carefully how ye walk. Circumspectly is better rendered
carefully. It means exactly, accurately, from �6D@H the farthest point. Word
Studies in the New Testament.

2. 199  acribwv [akribos /ak·ree·boce/] adv. From the same as 196; GK 209;
Five occurrences; AV translates as “diligently” twice, “perfect” once,
“perfectly” once, and “circumspectly” once. 1 exactly, accurately, diligently.
Enhanced Strong’s Lexicon 

3. Akribos (careful) has the basic meaning of accurate and exact, and carries
the associated idea of looking, examining, and investigating something with
great care. It also carries the idea of alertness. As believers walk through
the spiritual mine field of the world, they are to be constantly alert to every
danger that Satan puts in their way. That is why Jesus warned that "the
gate is small, and the way is narrow that leads to life" (Matt. 7:14).
MacArthur New Testament Commentary,  – Ephesians.

II. Not as Fools but as Wise
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A. The world and God have different definitions for what is foolish.

1. The world thinks foolish is to be silly or not wise, or to be simple in
thought and action.

B. But God has an entirely different view of what constitutes foolishness.

1. In God’s mind to be foolish is to deny God and act contrary to the word of
God.

2. Psalm 14:1 (NKJV) 1  The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God."
They are corrupt, They have done abominable works, There is none who
does good. 

3. Romans 1:21-22 (NKJV) 21  because, although they knew God, they did
not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their
thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22  Professing to be wise,
they became fools, 

4. 1 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) 14  But the natural man does not receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he
know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 

5. Proverbs 12:15 (NKJV) 15  The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But
he who heeds counsel is wise. 

6. Proverbs 1:29-32 (NKJV) 29  Because they hated knowledge And did not
choose the fear of the LORD, 30  They would have none of my counsel
And despised my every rebuke. 31  Therefore they shall eat the fruit of
their own way, And be filled to the full with their own fancies. 32  For the
turning away of the simple will slay them, And the complacency of fools
will destroy them; 

C. Someone has estimated that, if all of man's accumulated knowledge from the
beginning of recorded history to 1845 were represented by one inch, what he
learned from 1845 until 1945 would amount to three inches and what he learned
from 1945 until 1975 would represent the height of the Washington Monument!
Since then it has probably doubled. Few people, however, would argue that the
incredible leap in scientific, technological, and other such knowledge has been
paralleled by a corresponding leap in common sense wisdom, not to mention
spiritual and moral wisdom. If anything, man's understanding of what he is and
doing and why he is doing it seems to decrease as his practical knowledge
increases. The more learned he becomes in that superficial kind of knowledge, the
less need he sees for the knowledge that comes only from God.  MacArthur New
Testament Commentary, The - MacArthur New Testament Commentary –
Ephesians.

1. 2 Timothy 3:7 (NKJV) 7  always learning and never able to come to the
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knowledge of the truth. 

D. The scientific world is crumbling around the.

1. They will not give up on a century and a half old idea of evolution although
the proponents of Intelligent Design have laid it in the grave.

2. They still want to tell us that dinosaur bones are 60 million years old when
they have found soft tissue and blood in them.

3. The reason why learning has exploded is that every time we make a
discovery it raises 10 more questions that we have no answers for.

III. Redeeming the Time

A. Time is our most precious commodity.

1. We cannot get more than others, all have but 24 hours a day.

2. We cannot buy more or stretch out our days.

B. Because the days are evil

1. Less than a hundred years after Paul wrote the Ephesian epistle Rome was
persecuting Christians with growing intensity and cruelty. Believers were
burned alive, thrown to wild beasts, and brutalized in countless other ways.
For the Ephesian church the evil times were going to become more and
more evil. Several decades after Paul wrote this epistle, the Lord
commended the church at Ephesus for its good works, perseverance, and
resistance to false teaching. "But I have this against you," He continued,
"that you have left your first love" (Rev. 2:2, 4). Because the church
continued to languish in its devotion to the Lord, its lampstand was
removed, as He had warned it would be if the believers there failed to
"repent and do the deeds [they] did at first" (v. 5) Sometime during the
second century the church in Ephesus disappeared, and there has never
been a congregation there since. Because the church at Ephesus did not
heed Paul's advice and the Lord's own specific warning, it ceased to exist.
Instead of helping redeem the evil days in which it existed, the church fell
prey to them.  MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Ephesians.

IV. Understand What the Will of the Lord is

Romans 13:11-14 (NKJV) 11  And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12  The night is far
spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the
armor of light. 13  Let us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in
lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. 14  But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no
provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts. 
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