
A Word to the Wives
Ephesians 5:22-24 (NKJV) 

22  Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23  For the husband is head of the wife,
as also Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of the body. 24  Therefore, just as the
church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in everything. 

We live in such an upside down world today.

Groups that advocate sharia law are considered ok but those who stand against it are racist.

People who stand for traditional marriage, marriage that even the pagan world has accepted for
thousands of years are now considered hate groups.

The problem began with the rejection of the Bible as our final authority.

I have heard Christians ridicule parts of the Bible by saying well we don’t believe that any more.
That is out of date.

And of all the passages in the Bible, the one we consider today is first on that list.

There are several options for us.

1. God was wrong for putting this in the Bible.

2. God never wanted it in the Bible and it should not be there.

3. God has changed His mind.

4. We now know better than God or the Bible.

5. The Bible really doesn’t say what it appears to say here.

6. God is omniscient and loves us and has the best plan for society and for marriage.

Everything seems to be a competition today.

We have demonstrations everyday, one group against another.

But God is not against us, even when we are against Him.

Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. 

We are witnessing the dissolution of marriage in our day.

Over half the children born this year will be born into a single parent home.

This places them below the poverty level from the start.

They will not live in the best neighborhoods, nor attend the best schools.

They themselves will probably continue to perpetuate this type of life to their children.
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We have been fighting the war on poverty for about 50 years and have spent trillions of dollars to
make no significant change in the poverty level in our nation.

What if I told you that we could cut poverty in half. In the next 50 years. What if I told you we
could cut our prison populations by 70% in the next 50 years.

Would that be worth anything?

How, you ask, all that we need to do is go back to Biblical principles for the family and that will
happen.

We have tried the progressive path for 50 years and we have gotten no where. Why would we
continue to pursue a failed ideology?

So let us seriously listen to what God says and maybe we could be part of the solution rather than
part of the problem.

I. Wives and husbands.

A. That is so basic but it is also essential.

1. Throughout the world over the family has been husbands, wives and
children.

2. Go back to Genesis.

3. Genesis 2: 24  Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh. 

4. Jesus quoted this passage giving in more relevance.

a. Matthew 19: 4  And He answered and said to them, "Have you not
read that He who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and
female,’ 5  "and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one
flesh’? 6  "So then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore
what God has joined together, let not man separate." 

B. Each has a Biblical role and responsibilities.

1. Wives are to be in subjection to their husbands.

a. God made Adam king over the creation and gave Eve to him as his
queen, not as his slave-girl. There is all the difference in the world
between a queen and a slave-girl.  R. C. Sproul, The Purpose of
God: Ephesians (Scotland: Christian Focus Publications, 1994),
135.

2. Husbands are to love their wives.

3. Eph 5:33  Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own
wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

FBC Toulon June 11, 2017 A Word to the Wives Page 2



a. Would a woman fight and kick and scream against the leadership of
a man who was willing to give his lifeblood to do anything he could
to save her life? R. C. Sproul, The Purpose of God: Ephesians
(Scotland: Christian Focus Publications, 1994), 137.

4. If you show me a marriage where either of this is not the case, I will show
you a marriage in jeopardy. 

II. Wives be submissive to your husband as to the Lord

A. As to the Lord

1. This is a service and an act of worship that the woman gives to the Lord
himself.  R. C. Sproul, The Purpose of God: Ephesians (Scotland:
Christian Focus Publications, 1994), 135.

2. This authority is not given to exercise tyranny, but leadership. R. C. Sproul,
The Purpose of God: Ephesians (Scotland: Christian Focus Publications,
1994), 136.

B. We do not do submissive very well.

1. We find ourselves rebelling against God.

2. That is what sin is, going contrary to God’s will.

3. Humility is not one of our natural attribues.

C. Paul does not stand alone.

1. 1 Peter 3:1–6 (NKJV)  3 Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own
husbands, that even if some do not obey the word, they, without a word,
may be won by the conduct of their wives, 2 when they observe your
chaste conduct accompanied by fear. 3 Do not let your adornment be
merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine
apparel—4 rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the
incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in
the sight of God. 5 For in this manner, in former times, the holy women
who trusted in God also adorned themselves, being submissive to their own
husbands, 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters
you are if you do good and are not afraid with any terror.

D. The husband who demands his wife's submission to him but does not recognize his
own obligation to submit to her distorts God's standard for the marriage
relationship and cannot rightly function as a godly husband.  MacArthur New
Testament Commentary, The - MacArthur New Testament Commentary –
Ephesians.
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