
Husbands Make Good Fathers
Ephesians 5:25-33 (NKJV) 

25  Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her, 26 
that He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 27  that He might
present her to Himself a glorious church, not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that
she should be holy and without blemish. 28  So husbands ought to love their own wives as their
own bodies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29  For no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church. 30  For we are members of His body,
of His flesh and of His bones. 31  "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh." 32  This is a great mystery, but I speak
concerning Christ and the church. 33  Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his
own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband. 

In this section Paul continues to deal with inter personal relationships. Wives, husbands, children,
servants.

We have seen from verse 21 that a mutual submission to one another in love is the key to
successful relationships. 

That may be why many relationships do not last that long. We have a tendency to want what we
want and to put ourselves first. This is a part of man’s natural sinful condition.

Rebellion is born into us and we either conquer it or it will conquer us.

But marriage is the perfect example of a mutual submission found in relationships.

The wife submits to her husband out of respect and the husband submits to the wife out of love.

When either the wife stops respecting her husband or the husband stops loving his wife the
marriage is on the outs.

Few passages as important as Ephesians chapter 5 in giving us happy and successful homes.

I. Husbands, love your wives

A. Just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her,

1. We have the command and the degree.

2. How much did Jesus love the church.

3. He gave His own self for the church.

B. That He might sanctify and cleanse her with the washing of water by the word, 

1. All that Christ did, He did for the good of the church.

2. That she might be sanctified.

a. To sanctify means to set apart.

FBC Toulon June 18, 2017 Husbands Make Good Fathers Page 1



(1) I had a good friend some years ago who was a good
husband and a great provider, but he had a race car that he
spent more time with than he did his wife. Until one day she
left him.

(2) You invest your time in your work you can go far.

(3) You invest your time in fishing you can be come a bass
champion.

(4) You invest your time on the golf course and you can
become a Tiger Woods.

(5) But if you invest your time in your wife and your family you
will be far more rewarded.

b. Marriage is to be a mutual setting apart of ourselves for each other.

(1) Each royalty and each a servant.

(2) Putting the other before self.

(3) The problem is that they both must do that.

c. The Husband for the wife only and the wife for the husband only.

d. In the relationship of the saints to Christ it is more difficult because
there is a natural draw that the old life, the world has on us to draw
us away from Christ.

e. But the word of God is Jesus’ love letters to us that when we read
and contemplate with the aid of the Holy Spirit they give us an
immunity to sin and keep our affections on Jesus.

3. This is the duty of the husband to the wife.

a. In the same way the word of God tells us and shows us the love of
the Lord for us so the husband has the responsibility to remind his
wife of his love for her in words and in actions.

b. By this he shields her from others who would draw her away from
him.

4. That she might be cleansed.

a. Through the washing of the water by the word.

b. John 15:3  "You are already clean because of the word which I
have spoken to you.

c. Clean speaks well of those it describes.

d. Jesus cleanses His bride that on the day of the wedding she will be a
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chaste virgin keeping herself pure for her husband.

e. For the husband, the wife should be his most important
accomplishment.

(1) It is like the story I heard of a man who went to a pastor
and began to complain about his wife. He listed one thing
afer another that he couldn’t stand about her. Finally the
pastor asked that if she was so bad then why had he married
her. To which he said well she wasn’t that way when I
married her. To which the pastor responded, “Oh so you
made her that way.”

(2) There is something to say that our spouses might be partly a
product of our own making.

(3) Husbands have the responsibility to build up the wife and to
help her mentally, spiritually and physically.

(4) That’s why we must build them up. Why would we tear
them down and only bring ourselves more problems.

f. washing with water through the word. Some Bible teachers do
not think Paul is referring to water (baptism) in this verse. They
understand the water to be a figure of speech, referring to the
cleansing that the Holy Spirit brings to the soul through repentance,
after hearing the Word of God. It is as Jesus said in John 15:3,
“You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.”
Applying water to the outside of the physical body can have no
effect whatsoever to the spiritual cleansing that makes one holy.
Through repentance, the water of the word reaches the innermost
recesses of the soul, cleansing and making it holy.  Max Anders,
Galatians-Colossians, vol. 8, Holman New Testament Commentary
(Nashville, TN: Broadman & Holman Publishers, 1999), 174.

C. That He might present her to Himself a glorious church,

1. Not having spot or wrinkle or any such thing,

2. But that she should be holy and without blemish. 

D. So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies; 

1. He who loves his wife loves himself. 

a. If they are married and they are one flesh then this is self-evident.

b. What man would hate his foot and stomp on it or pierce it? No!

c. The worst days of my past have been days when Nancy and I have
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had arguments and I felt like I haad cut off my own right arm.

d. I have never felt good after we have had disagreements and I try to
avoid them as best as a sinner can.

2. For no one ever hated his own flesh, 

a. But nourishes and cherishes it, 

(1) What did Adam say, “This is now bone of my bones And
flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman”

b. Just as the Lord does the church. 

c. For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His bones. 

E. "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife,
and the two shall become one flesh." 

1. This is the part that we have abandoned in our day.

2. We have sex without commitment.

3. We live with a person without commitment.

4. Then how can we think we will be good parents.

5. I was talking to a lady the other day who had had a little girl but the boy
friend wanted a boy so he just abandoned them both.

6. If he had been committed to her, then he would have been committed to
the child.

7. A no strings attached boyfriend may very well be a no strings attached dad.

II. This is a great mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 

III. Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the
wife see that she respects her husband. 
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