
Servants and Masters
Ephesians 6:5-9

 5  Bondservants, be obedient to those who are your masters according to the flesh, with fear and
trembling, in sincerity of heart, as to Christ; 6  not with eyeservice, as men-pleasers, but as
bondservants of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart, 7  with goodwill doing service, as to
the Lord, and not to men, 8  knowing that whatever good anyone does, he will receive the same
from the Lord, whether he is a slave or free. 9  And you, masters, do the same things to them,
giving up threatening, knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, and there is no partiality
with Him.

The real problem is greed.

It is not hard to see that the heart of the problem on both sides is greed. The sin of greed is the
primary fuel that feeds the inflationary spiral that has become a common part of modern life in
most parts of the world. When everyone wants more, prices must rise to pay for higher wages and
profits. And as prices rise and money therefore buys less, people want still higher pay or profits to
make up the difference. When the government becomes heavily involved in various subsidies and
supports, then taxes, the national debt, or both must be raised. If the government prints more
money without backing, the value of all its money is decreased, and again people want more
income to make up the difference.  The - MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Ephesians.

Slavery

Though Paul did not advocate the abolition of slavery, neither did he encourage slavery. There
were many evils occurring in the secular world during his time; however, his primary mission was
not to rail against them but to present the one who had triumphed over them by his act of
redemption. Also, speaking speculatively, if he promoted the abolition of slavery, undoubtedly
many slaves might have become Christians for the wrong reason. Christianity does not promise a
release from the present circumstances but gives one power to endure those circumstances.
Cornerstone Biblical Commentary – Volume 16: Ephesians-2 Thessalonians, Philemon.

The gospel approach to Slavery.

Christ and the apostles did not denounce slavery and call for its immediate abolition. Christianity
followed a deeper, more thorough method, it undermined slavery with the spirit of Christianity by
destroying it from within.  Lenski New Testament Commentary

Our biggest concern is spiritual not material.

1 Corinthians 7:20-24 (NKJV) 20  Let each one remain in the same calling in which he was called.
21  Were you called while a slave? Do not be concerned about it; but if you can be made free,
rather use it. 22  For he who is called in the Lord while a slave is the Lord's freedman. Likewise
he who is called while free is Christ's slave. 23  You were bought at a price; do not become slaves
of men. 24  Brethren, let each one remain with God in that state in which he was called. 
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I. Bondservants

A. Be obedient

1. Once more, there are similarities with the previous two pairs in the
household code. First, the subordinate partner is addressed. Second, each
of those addressed are ultimately answerable to the Lord. Finally, the form
is the same: The party is addressed, the imperative is stated, amplification is
given, and the motivation is presented. Cornerstone Biblical Commentary
– Volume 16: Ephesians-2 Thessalonians, Philemon.

2. To those who are your masters

a. According to the flesh

B. With fear and trembling.

C. In sincerity of heart as to Christ.

1. Slaves, obey your earthly masters with deep respect and fear.—The NLT’s
translation serves well the literal rendering of the Greek text: “Slaves, obey
your earthly masters with fear and trembling.” Cornerstone Biblical
Commentary – Volume 16: Ephesians-2 Thessalonians, Philemon.

D. Not with eyeservice, 

E. As men-pleasers, 

F. But as bondservants of Christ, 

G. Doing the will of God from the heart, 

H. With goodwill doing service, 

1. Hence, though ostensibly slaves were carrying out the orders of earthly
masters, the attitude of goodwill that was to accompany their service was
to please their heavenly Lord and not their faulty earthly masters. 
Cornerstone Biblical Commentary – Volume 16: Ephesians-2
Thessalonians, Philemon

I. As to the Lord, and not to men, 

J. Knowing that whatever good anyone does, 

1. He will receive the same from the Lord, 

a. V-8 The doctrine implied is that constant doctrine of the New
Testament, that while as is said below, “There is no respect of
persons” with God, there is a respect of Character.  An American
Commentary; Ephesians; Justin A Smith 

b. Slaves had little opportunity to get out of slavery, and they received
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little, if any, monetary compensation for their work. Yet in their
work, they could do good, and in so doing, they would receive the
same again from the Lord along with their free brothers and sisters.
Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible
Commentary – Ephesians.

2. Whether he is a slave or free

a. Colossians 3:22-25 (NKJV) 22  Bondservants, obey in all things
your masters according to the flesh, not with eyeservice, as
men-pleasers, but in sincerity of heart, fearing God. 23  And
whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 24 
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ. 25  But he who does
wrong will be repaid for what he has done, and there is no
partiality. 

II. Masters, 

A. Do the same things to them, 

1. V-9 There is one law of Christian intercourse for all classes of men. An
American Commentary; Ephesians; Justin A Smith 

B. Giving up threatening, 

C. Knowing that your own Master also is in heaven, 

D. And there is no partiality with Him.

1. Suppose you are a supervisor or manager and you find that one of your
subordinates made a major mistake. You are just about to deliver a very
severe reprimand when a friend comes alongside and says, "Careful—that's
the boss's daughter." Would that change the way you would treat her? Paul
says something similar to Christian masters of slaves. Don't threaten them,
he says; you both have the same heavenly Master. Treat them with respect
and dignity as befits any child of God. This was revolutionary advice in its
time and social context. The principle still applies today to employers and
employees. Employers are not to treat their workers in a demeaning or
unnecessarily harsh manner but as persons created in the image of God. If
you are a boss or owner, do you treat your subordinates the way you want
to be treated? Keep in mind that you will answer one day to your heavenly
Master.  Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible
Commentary – Ephesians.

1 Peter 2:18-25 (NKJV) 18  Servants, be submissive to your masters with all fear, not only to the
good and gentle, but also to the harsh. 19  For this is commendable, if because of conscience
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toward God one endures grief, suffering wrongfully. 20  For what credit is it if, when you are
beaten for your faults, you take it patiently? But when you do good and suffer, if you take it
patiently, this is commendable before God. 21  For to this you were called, because Christ also
suffered for us, leaving us an example, that you should follow His steps: 22  "Who committed no
sin, Nor was deceit found in His mouth"; 23  who, when He was reviled, did not revile in return;
when He suffered, He did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 
who Himself bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, having died to sins, might live for
righteousness--by whose stripes you were healed. 25  For you were like sheep going astray, but
have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
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