
Our Wonderful Savior
Philippians 2:5-11

5  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 6  who, being in the form of God, did
not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7  but made Himself of no reputation, taking the
form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8  And being found in appearance as a
man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross.
9  Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every
name, 10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on
earth, and of those under the earth, 11  and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

Super heros and Villains is a common theme in entertainment.

My favorite is Mighty Mouse from back in the 50s.

But real super heros and villains are found in the Bible long before Hollywood came along.

But of course the greatest hero is Jesus Christ. The big difference is that He is real and that He is
still alive today.

In our passage this morning Paul lays out the account that Jesus followed in order to be our super
hero, our Savior.

I. Where did He come from?

A. Unlike other super heros Jesus is God, the creator, the master of the universe.

1. He is the master designer, that created the cell with its incredible computer
code (DNA) that produces each and every one of us and every living thing
that we see.

2. He has always been and always will be.

3. He created this beautiful world and all that is in it.

4. He guides our destiny by His providence.

B. He came from a place populated by angels and other spiritual being of immense
power and intelligence.

C. In heaven He is worshiped by multitudes of angels day and night.

1. Everyone there is singing His praises and glorifies Him for who He is.

2. There His will is law and His will is done.

D. He was God in flesh.

1. John 5:18 (NKJV) 18  Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him,
because He not only broke the Sabbath, but also said that God was His
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Father, making Himself equal with God. 

2. John 1:1-3 (NKJV) 1  In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word was God. 2  He was in the beginning with God. 3 
All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made
that was made. 

3. 1Timothy 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness:
God was manifest in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen of angels,
preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, received up into
glory.

II. What changes occurred?

A. You can best understand this if you go back to Genesis.

1. In the garden Adam and Eve rebelled against God and tried to grab from
God the ability to be God.

2. While Jesus laid aside the privileges of being God in order to save us.

B. Jesus gave up heaven for us so that we might have heaven.

1. Christ: (1) He emptied Himself, laying aside the independent use of His
own attributes as God; (2) He permanently became a human, in a sinless
physical body; (3) He used that body to be a servant; (4) He took that body
to the cross and willingly died. Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) -
New Testament - The Bible Exposition Commentary – New Testament,
Volume 2.

C. He humbled Himself and for the time He was here did not demand that He be
worshiped.

D. He became dependent up the heavenly Father for everything.

1. For His food.

2. For His words.

3. For His actions.

4. Even His will was controlled by the Father.

III. What did He endure?

A. He endured a humiliating birth and childhood.

B. He was subject to the temptation of Satan.

C. He endured hunger, thirst, weariness, pain and sorrow.

D. He was misunderstood and rejected, ridiculed and scorned.

Toulon Old Settlers August 6, 2017 Our Wonderful Savior Page 2



E. On several occasions the people tried to kill Him.

F. He was persecuted without a cause.

G. He was falsely arrested and tried.

1. Although He could have been rescued He turned that down.

H. His prosecutors threatened the judge and got Pilate to condemn Him.

I. They mocked and beat Him unmercifully until He almost died.

J. Then they crucified Him, the most humiliating and humbling and painful death
devised by man.

1. He could have chosen a better way to die.

2. There were other forms of death from which He might have selected, but
He chose to go as low as one could go by submitting to the most degrading
and shameful, the most painful and ignominious form of death known to
man, "even the death of the cross."  Lehman Strauss Commentary -
Lehman Strauss Commentary – Devotional Studies in Philippians.

K. He was crucified between two thieves and although He did not save Himself He
saved one of the thieves and took Him to paradise.

IV. Why did He have to do that?

A. He wanted to.

1. Hebrews 12: 2  looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the
shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

2. Who, for the joy that was set before him]  The joy of fulfilling the will of
the Father, #Ps 40:6-8, &c., in tasting death for every man; and having
endured the cross and despised the shame of this ignominious death, He is
set down at the right hand of God, ever appearing in the presence of God
for us, and continuing his exhibition of himself as our Sacrifice, and his
intercession as our Mediator. Adam Clarke

3. What it was that supported the human soul of Christ under these
unparalleled sufferings; and that was the joy that was set before him. He
had something in view under all his sufferings, which was pleasant to him;
he rejoiced to see that by his sufferings he should make satisfaction to the
injured justice of God and give security to his honour and government, that
he should make peace between God and man, that he should seal the
covenant of grace and be the Mediator of it, that he should open a way of
salvation to the chief of sinners, and that he should effectually save all
those whom the Father had given him, and himself be the first-born among
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many brethren. This was the joy that was set before him.  Matthew Henry

B. By this He could rescue us.

1. Mark 10:45 (NKJV) 45  For even the Son of Man did not come to be
served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many." 

2. 2 Corinthians 8:9 (NKJV) 9  For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that
you through His poverty might become rich. 

V. What are the results?

A. He was victorious over death and Satan.

B. He secured the forgiveness of all His sheep.

C. He is exulted above all others and His name is above all names.

D. He is going to return someday with power and glory.

E. At His name every knee will bow and every tongue will confess that He is Lord.

“Certainly as God, Jesus Christ did not need anything! He had all the glory and praise of heaven.
With the Father and the Spirit, He reigned over the universe. But Philippians 2:6 states an
amazing fact: He did not consider His equality with God as "something selfishly to be held on to."
Jesus did not think of Himself; He thought of others. His outlook (or attitude) was that of
unselfish concern for others. This is "the mind of Christ," an attitude that says, "I cannot keep my
privileges for myself, I must use them for others; and to do this, I will gladly lay them aside and
pay whatever price is necessary."”

“A reporter was interviewing a successful job counselor who had placed hundreds of workers in
their vocations quite happily. When asked the secret of his success, the man replied: "If you want
to find out what a worker is really like, don't give him responsibilities—give him privileges. Most
people can handle responsibilities if you pay them enough, but it takes a real leader to handle
privileges. A leader will use his privileges to help others and build the organization; a lesser man
will use privileges to promote himself." Jesus used His heavenly privileges for the sake of
others—for our sake.”

“It would be worthwhile to contrast Christ's attitude with that of Lucifer (Isa. 14:12-15) and
Adam (Gen. 3:1-7). Many Bible students believe that the fall of Lucifer is a description of the fall
of Satan. He once was the highest of the angelic beings, close to the throne of God (Ezek.
28:11-19), but he desired to be on the throne of God! Lucifer said, "I will!" but Jesus said, "Thy
will." Lucifer was not satisfied to be a creature; he wanted to be the Creator! Jesus was the
Creator, yet He willingly became man. Christ's humility is a rebuke to Satan's pride.”

“Lucifer was not satisfied to be a rebel himself; he invaded Eden and tempted man to be a rebel.
Adam had all that he needed; he was actually the "king" of God's creation ("let them have
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dominion," Gen. 1:26). But Satan said, "Ye shall be as God!" Man deliberately grasped after
something that was beyond his reach, and as a result plunged the whole human race into sin and
death. Adam and Eve thought only of themselves; Jesus Christ thought of others.”

  Bible Exposition Commentary (BE Series) - New Testament - The Bible Exposition
Commentary – New Testament, Volume 2.
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