
Paul's Prayer Letter
Ephesians 6:18-24 (NKJV) 

18  praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all
perseverance and supplication for all the saints-- 19  and for me, that utterance may be given to
me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20  for which I
am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 21  But that you
also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister
in the Lord, will make all things known to you; 22  whom I have sent to you for this very purpose,
that you may know our affairs, and that he may comfort your hearts. 23  Peace to the brethren,
and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24  Grace be with all those
who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. 

We often receive mission report letters and prayer letters from our missionaries. I try to share
those with you. And I hope that you take the time to read them.

Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is not really a prayer letter although it often mentions prayer.

But as Paul finishes out the letter and as he encourages them to pray for all saints, he asks that
they might also pray for him.

It is not unusual for Paul to request prayer as he knows that they are interested in his ministry and
in his well being.

Each of us at one time or another have asked people to pray for us. As I said last week we all
need to pray for one anther for we need others to pray for us.

So let us look at this passage and may God help us to understand how we ought to pray for one
another and to pray for the pastor and those who minister among us.

I. Pray for me

A. Paul often petitioned people to pray for him

1. Ro 15:30 — Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and
through the love of the Spirit, that you strive together with me in prayers to
God for me, 

2. 2Co 1:11 — you also helping together in prayer for us, that thanks may be
given by many persons on our behalf for the gift granted to us through
many. 

3. Php 1:19 — For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance through
your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 

4. Col 4:3 — meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a
door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in
chains, 

5. 1Th 5:25 — Brethren, pray for us. 
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6. 2Th 3:1 — Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may
run swiftly and be glorified, just as it is with you, 

7. Phm 1:22 — But, meanwhile, also prepare a guest room for me, for I trust
that through your prayers I shall be granted to you. 

8. Heb 13:18 — Pray for us; for we are confident that we have a good
conscience, in all things desiring to live honorably. 

II. That utterance may be given to me

A. The right words are ever so important.

B. Paul was asking them to pray that God would give him the words to speak.

C. Having God given words is necessary for an effective ministry.

D. Often times I know what I want to say but I need God’s help in finding the words
that will convey the truth in the most effective way.

III. That I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel

A. Speaking boldly.

1. Read Peter’s sermon on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2.

2. I think that Paul’s sermons were powerful in the Holy Spirit.

B. To reveal the mystery of the gospel.

1. The mystery was that God would come and die for His people.

2. The mystery was that all men both Jews and Gentiles would become on
under the Gospel message.

3. That salvation was of grace and not of works.

4. That in simple faith people be accepted by a holy and righteous God.

a. Like Abraham of old.

b. Ro 4:3  For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham believed God,
and it was accounted to him for righteousness."

C. For which I am an ambassador in chains;

1. What would you be willing to go to prison for?

2. Paul was God’s ambassador even though he was in chains.

3. Even though Paul was bound the word of God was not bound.

4. 2Ti 2:9 — for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of
chains; but the word of God is not chained. 
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D. That in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak

1. The gospel is not a proposition or a guess or just someone’s idea.

2. The gospel is from God and we need to proclaim it boldly with authority.

3. Even Paul was concerned that he might hold back or be timid in his speech.

4. But we too need boldness in this world where boldness is the norm.

5. If we question, if we waver the enemy will run over us.

6. There are times when Christians are to be humble but not in proclaiming
the gospel of Jesus Christ.

IV. Final remarks.

A. But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved
brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you;  whom
I have sent to you for this very purpose, that you may know our affairs, and that he
may comfort your hearts. 

B. Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ. 

C. Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen. 
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