
God's Sure Promises Part 1
Romans 8:28-30 (NKJV) 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. 29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

This is one of the favorite and most quoted verses in the Bible.

But yet it seems that we only touch the surface of it when we casually quote it to someone who is
going through great difficulty.

But can this verse be true?

How can it be that all things work together for our good?

That seems like a promise that not even God could keep.

After all, look at what happens to people; cancer, auto accidents, death of a child or infant.

I have heard some say that it is cruel to quote this verse with all the problems we have in this life.

So how can it be that this verse could be true?

How can God cause everything that happens to us to work for our good?

Is this just a verse that we use in rough times to make ourselves feel better?

When we understand this entire passage we will understand how God does this.

Who is this verse for?  Is this a promise to everyone? 

There is a foundation for this verse that makes it true. If you remove that foundation then the
whole passage fails.

I. And we know 

A. There are two different words that translate “know”.

1. The differences between ginosko (No. 1) and oida demand consideration:
(a) ginosko, frequently suggests inception or progress in “knowledge,”
while oida suggests fullness of “knowledge,” e.g., John 8:55, “ye have not
known Him” (ginosko), i.e., begun to “know,” “but I know Him” (oida),
i.e., “know Him perfectly”; 13:7, “What I do thou knowest not now,” i.e.
Peter did not yet perceive (oida) its significance, “but thou shalt
understand,” i.e., “get to know (ginosko), hereafter”; 14:7, “If ye had
known Me” (ginosko), i.e., “had definitely come to know Me,” “ye would
have known My Father also” (oida), i.e., “would have had perception of”:
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“from henceforth ye know Him” (ginosko), W. E. Vine, Merrill F. Unger,
and William White Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of Old and
New Testament Words (Nashville, TN: T. Nelson, 1996), 346–347.

2. So the idea then is that of a sure knowledge.

3. It is something that we know for certain.

II. That all things 

A. 2 Corinthians 11: 24  From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one.
25  Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26  in journeys often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of
the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in
perils among false brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness  —  28  besides the other
things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all the churches. 29  Who
is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I do not burn with
indignation? 30  If I must boast, I will boast in the things which concern my
infirmity. 31  The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who is blessed forever,
knows that I am not lying. 32  In Damascus the governor, under Aretas the king,
was guarding the city of the Damascenes with a garrison, desiring to arrest me; 33 
but I was let down in a basket through a window in the wall, and escaped from his
hands.

III. Work together for good 

A. 2 Corinthians 4:17  For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,

IV. To those who love God

A. As we have said, this is a qualifier for the first part of the verse.

1. It is not that everything works together for good for everyone.

2. This is such a tremendous promise.

3. It is not for everyone but only for God’s people.

B. And only God’s children truly love God.

1. But what does that mean.

2. When I was a kid, if you asked me if I loved my grandparents I would have
said yes.

3. But when I remember loving to go to grandma’s house it was to go
through that room full of old things, or to rummage through the barn or
sheds or drive the old antique car or climb the apple tree of something
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else..

4. As I think about it, it was not until I got older that I loved to go to
grandma’s house just to be with grandma.

C. Do you love God just because He is God?

1. When God converts us He gives us His love and thereby we love Him.

2. 1 John 4: 19  We love Him because He first loved us.

3. It is an unfeigned love

D. Who are these children of God?

1. They have been convicted of their sin and repented.

a. 1 John 1:8, 10 (NKJV) 8  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive
ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  . 10  If we say that we have
not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us. 

2. They have embraced the word of God as their guide and authority.

a. Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my
path.

3. They are indwelt by the Holy Spirit.

a. Romans 8: 9  But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the
Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

4. They have been made alive by the power of the Holy Spirit and the word of
God.

a. Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) 1  And you He made alive, who were dead
in trespasses and sins, 

5. They keep Christ’s words.

a. John 14:15 ¶  "If you love Me, keep My commandments. 16  "And
I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He
may abide with you forever —  17  "the Spirit of truth, whom the
world cannot receive, because it neither sees Him nor knows Him;
but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will be in you.

6. They love the children of God.

a. 1 John 4:20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother,
he is a liar; for he who does not love his brother whom he has seen,
how can he love God whom he has not seen?

b. 1 Peter 1:22  Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the
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truth through the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see
that ye love one another with a pure heart fervently:

E. What about other.

1. Well everything works for their bad.

2. Winning the lottery is for their bad.

3. Having good health is for their bad.

4. Getting that great job is for their bad.

5. James 4:1 ¶  From whence come wars and fightings among you? come they
not hence, even of your lusts that war in your members? 2  Ye lust, and
have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight and war,
yet ye have not, because ye ask not. 3  Ye ask, and receive not, because ye
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 4  Ye adulterers and
adulteresses,

6. It is all for them and nothing for God.

7. They come first and then God somewhere down the line.

V. To those who are the called 

VI. According to His purpose
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