
God's Sure Promises Part 2a
Romans 8:28-30 (NKJV) 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. 29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

As we said last week this seems like an incredible promise. 

Last week we discovered that this was only for those who love God, those who are His born
again children.

But still this seems from our own observation and experience to not be true.

We all know people who love God who have gone through some terrible things. And some who
are still in the middle of all of that.

So how can this verse be true? Is it just a big joke?

I. What is this verse not saying?

A. It is not saying that God works all thing together for our pleasure.

1.

B. It is not saying that God works all things together for our comfort.

C. It is not even saying that all things work together for what we would want out of
life.

II. We must recognize what God’s end game is about.

A. He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,

B. That He might be the firstborn among many brethren

III. A few examples from the Bible.

A. Joseph

1. Joseph was the favorite son of his father.

2. He had great dreams of positions of power and supremacy.

3. He wore the coat of many colors.

4. But his brothers hated him and plotted to kill him.

5. He is sold into slavery into Egypt but he becomes head of the household
servants.
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6. He is betrayed by his masters wife and ends up in prison but he becomes
the prisoner at the head of all the prison.

7. He helps two men understand their dreams but if forgotten for two more
years in prison.

8. He is exalted above all the kingdom of Egypt and saves thousands of lives
from starvation.

9. His brothers come to Egypt to buy grain and bow before him, not knowing
who he is.

10. He imprisons the one in charge at the time of his being sold into slavery.

11. Finally his brothers have to come back to Egypt and he arraigned to keep
Benjamin, his full brother with him, but breaks down when Judah would
have stayed in the place of Benjamin, and reveals his true identity.

12. Genesis 50:20  "But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant
it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people
alive.

B. Job

1. Job finds himself at the center of one of the greatest battles of all history.

2. God and Satan will see if Job will be faithful even in the most difficult of
conditions.

a. He loses all that he has, his wealth and his family.

b. He even loses his health and sits in misery every day regretting that
he was ever born.

c. Job 1:22  In all this Job did not sin nor charge God with wrong.

3. In this life he was given more than he had at the beginning.

4. But can you imagine what a trophy Job is among the saints of God.

C. Esther

1. Esther was a beautiful Hebrew girl in the Persian kingdom until the King
drafts her as his queen.

a. That was not necessarily a good thing as a Jewish girl.

b. Esther 4:14  "For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief
and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you
and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you
have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?"

2. But in this position she is able to derail the plan of Haman to kill all the
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Jews in the world.

D. Naomi and Ruth

1. She lost her husband and two sons in death in foreign land because of a
famine in the land of Israel.

2. Ruth 1:21  "I went out full, and the LORD has brought me home again
empty. Why do you call me Naomi, since the LORD has testified against
me, and the Almighty has afflicted me?"

3. But God arraigned to have her be the great-great grandmother of King
David.

E. Daniel and the three Hebrew children.

1. Dan 3:16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the
king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this matter.
17  "If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from
the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king.
18  "But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your
gods, nor will we worship the gold image which you have set up."

F. The children of Israel in the wilderness.

1. Deuteronomy 8:15-16 (NKJV) 15  who led you through that great and
terrible wilderness, in which were fiery serpents and scorpions and thirsty
land where there was no water; who brought water for you out of the flinty
rock; 16  who fed you in the wilderness with manna, which your fathers did
not know, that He might humble you and that He might test you, to do you
good in the end– 

G. The Israelites in Jeremiah’s day.

1. Jeremiah 24:5  "Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: ‘Like these good
figs, so will I acknowledge those who are carried away captive from Judah,
whom I have sent out of this place for their own good, into the land of the
Chaldeans.  6  ‘For I will set My eyes on them for good, and I will bring
them back to this land; I will build them and not pull them down, and I will
plant them and not pluck them up.  7  ‘Then I will give them a heart to
know Me, that I am the LORD; and they shall be My people, and I will be
their God, for they shall return to Me with their whole heart.
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