
God's Sure Promises Part 2b
Romans 8:28-30 (NKJV) 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. 29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

Even in this present day we are being prepared for the desired end God has for us.

Last week we saw how that in several examples God worked the adverse events in His children’s
lives for their good.

But what about us? Does God still do that today?

And what about those who suffer and then still die? How is that for their good?

The New Testament has plenty to say about this and we need to look at it.

I. This present suffering and future glory.

A. Romans 8:18  For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.     36  As it is written:
"For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter." 37  Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us.

1. Paul recognizes that we have sufferings in this life.

2. And he does not minimizes the pain involved.

3. He even refers to the death of God’s people.

a.  "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter."

b. Christians have been and still are the most persecuted people on
earth.

c. But didn’t Jesus Himself say that we should not fear those who can
only kill the body.

d. Luke 12:4  "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those
who kill the body, and after that have no more that they can do.

e. Paul says that even with this that we are more than conquerors.

f. The thing is that even though we may pass from this life we are
only better off.
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g. Paul was not afraid to die, knowing that he would be with Jesus.

B.  2 Corinthians 4:15  For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread
through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 16 
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the
inward man is being renewed day by day.  17  For our light affliction, which is but
for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,

1. Read what comes before this.

2.  11  For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the
life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12  So then death is
working in us, but life in you. 13  And since we have the same spirit of
faith, according to what is written, "I believed and therefore I spoke," we
also believe and therefore speak, 14  knowing that He who raised up the
Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you.

3. 15 For all things are for your sakes

4. So Paul encourages them to not lose heart.

5. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being
renewed day by day

6. For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far
more exceeding and eternal weight of glory

C. Matt 5: 10  Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, For
theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11  "Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 
"Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

1. Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, 

a. For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

b. Acts 5:40-41   40 And they agreed with him, and when they had
called for the apostles and beaten them, they commanded that they
should not speak in the name of Jesus, and let them go.  41  So they
departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they were
counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.

2. "Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of
evil against you falsely for My sake. 

a. "Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you

D. 1 Peter 4:12–19 (NKJV) 12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery
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trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but
rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is
revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 14 If you are reproached for
the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon
you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 15 But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other
people’s matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed,
but let him glorify God in this matter.  17 For the time has come for judgment to
begin at the house of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of
those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 Now “If the righteous one is
scarcely saved, Where will the ungodly and the sinner appear?” 19 Therefore let
those who suffer according to the will of God commit their souls to Him in doing
good, as to a faithful Creator.

1. It is not strange for Christians to suffer.

2. 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, that
when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy

3.  blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you

4. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him
glorify God in this matter

5. 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God commit
their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator

II. Our Earthly Body will give up.

A. 2 Corinthians 5:1-8 (NKJV) 1  For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in
the heavens. 2  For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our
habitation which is from heaven, 3  if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be
found naked. 4  For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we
want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by
life. 5  Now He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given
us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6  So we are always confident, knowing that while we
are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7  For we walk by faith, not
by sight. 8  We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body
and to be present with the Lord. 

B. 1 Peter 5:10   But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and
settle you.

III. All is for our spiritual transformation. To be like Jesus.

A. James 1:3  knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4  But let
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patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
nothing.  12  Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those
who love Him.

B.  Romans 5:3  And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that
tribulation produces perseverance; 4  and perseverance, character; and character,
hope. 5  Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured
out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

IV. We cannot lose.

A. Philippians 1:19-23 (NKJV) 19  For I know that this will turn out for my
deliverance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, 20 
according to my earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed,
but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether by life or by death. 21  For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 
But if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; yet what I shall
choose I cannot tell. 23  For I am hard pressed between the two, having a desire to
depart and be with Christ, which is far better.

1. Jim Elliott story. “He is no fool who gives up what he cannot keep to gain
what he cannot lose.”

B. Ps 46:1  God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in trouble.  2 
Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though the
mountains be carried into the midst of the sea;

No matter what our situation, our suffering, our persecution, our sinful failure, our pain, our lack
of faith—in those things, as well as in all other things, our heavenly Father will work to produce
our ultimate victory and blessing. The corollary of that truth is that nothing can ultimately work
against us.  MacArthur New Testament Commentary, The - MacArthur New Testament
Commentary – Romans 1-8.

It must only be applied to those who clearly exhibit a deep sense of the call of God in their lives,
demonstrating a love for God by a life of obedience.  D. Stuart Briscoe and Lloyd J. Ogilvie,
Romans, vol. 29, The Preacher’s Commentary Series (Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc, 1982),
174.
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