
According to His Purpose
Romans 8:28-30 (NKJV) 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. 29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and
whom He justified, these He also glorified.

As we have seen God works all things for the good of those who love God, to those who are called
according to His purpose.

What a wonderful promise to those who truly love God.

As we have seen that all things means all things and our good does not mean our pleasure and does
not even mean to be fulfilled in our lives.

And in this verse we find that God has a purpose that is involved here and God is working to fulfil
that purpose.

You and I make plans. Everyone makes plans. Then does it not sound right that God would make
plans and have an ultimate plan that all things are heading toward.

We must understand this or else we will have a God that is always trying to play catchup.

I. The Bible talks about God’s purpose.

A. The meaning of the word here.

1. The word means to set forward or to set out.

2. 4286 BD`2,F4H, BD`F2,F4H [prothesis /proth·es·is/] n f. From 4388; TDNT
8:164; TDNTA 1176; GK 4606 and 4671; 12 occurrences; AV translates as
“purpose” eight times, and “shewbread + 740” four times. 1 a setting forth of
a thing, placing of it in view, the shewbread. 1A twelve loaves of wheaten
bread, corresponding to the number of the tribes of Israel, which loaves were
offered to God every Sabbath, and separated into two rows, lay for seven
days upon a table placed in the sanctuary or front portion of the tabernacle,
and afterwards of the temple. 2 a purpose.  James Strong, Enhanced Strong’s
Lexicon (Woodside Bible Fellowship, 1995).

3. The idea is that what God has set forward, His plan, His purpose.

4. prothesis (BD`2,F4H, 4286), “a setting forth” (used of the “showbread”), “a
purpose” (akin to B, No. 3), is used (a) of the “purposes of God,” Rom. 8:28;
9:11; Eph. 1:11; 3:11; 2 Tim. 1:9; (b) of “human purposes,” as to things
material, Acts 27:13; spiritual, Acts 11:23; 2 Tim. 3:10. W. E. Vine, Merrill
F. Unger, and William White Jr., Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary of
Old and New Testament Words (Nashville, TN: T. Nelson, 1996), 499.

FBC Toulon September 17, 2017 According to His Purpose Page 1



II. God’s purpose is undefeatable.

A. It is not, it cannot be dependent up mankind.

1. Many people have the idea that God cannot do anything unless He can get
people to cooperate.

2. Can you imagine such a weak God that is subject to the will of His creatures.

3. God works in people to accomplish His will.

4. God never leads a person to sin, but rather hinders them from sinning.

5. In the case of Pharaoh all God had to do was get out of the way and allow
Pharaoh’s sinful nature to do the rest.

6. Or as in the case of Jesus, the wicked rulers did exactly what God had before
planned for them to do.

a. Acts 4:27-28 (NKJV) 27  "For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus,
whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28  to do whatever
Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 

7. Or in the case of Abimelech in Genesis 20

a. 6  And God said to him in a dream, "Yes, I know that you did this in
the integrity of your heart. For I also withheld you from sinning
against Me; therefore I did not let you touch her. 7  "Now therefore,
restore the man’s wife; for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you
and you shall live. But if you do not restore her, know that you shall
surely die, you and all who are yours."

b. Psalm 76:10 (KJV) 10  Surely the wrath of man shall praise thee: the
remainder of wrath shalt thou restrain.

B. Listen to the Bible.

1. Psalm 33:11 (NKJV) 11  The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans
of His heart to all generations. 

2. Proverbs 19:21 (NKJV) 21  There are many plans in a man's heart,
Nevertheless the LORD'S counsel--that will stand. 

3. Isaiah 5:19 (NKJV) 19  That say, "Let Him make speed and hasten His work,
That we may see it; And let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel draw near
and come, That we may know it." 

4. Isaiah 19:17 (NKJV) 17  And the land of Judah will be a terror to Egypt;
everyone who makes mention of it will be afraid in himself, because of the
counsel of the LORD of hosts which He has determined against it. 
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5. Isaiah 25:1 (NKJV) 1  O LORD, You are my God. I will exalt You, I will
praise Your name, For You have done wonderful things; Your counsels of old
are faithfulness and truth. 

6. Isaiah 46:10 (NKJV) 10  Declaring the end from the beginning, And from
ancient times things that are not yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand,
And I will do all My pleasure,' 

7. Isaiah 44:24, 28 (NKJV) 24  Thus says the LORD, your Redeemer, And He
who formed you from the womb: "I am the LORD, who makes all things,
Who stretches out the heavens all alone, Who spreads abroad the earth by
Myself;  28  Who says of Cyrus, 'He is My shepherd, And he shall perform all
My pleasure, Saying to Jerusalem, "You shall be built," And to the temple,
"Your foundation shall be laid." ' 

8. Jeremiah 49:20 (NKJV) 20  Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD that He
has taken against Edom, And His purposes that He has proposed against the
inhabitants of Teman: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out; Surely
He shall make their dwelling places desolate with them. 

9. Jeremiah 50:45 (NKJV) 45  Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD that He
has taken against Babylon, And His purposes that He has proposed against the
land of the Chaldeans: Surely the least of the flock shall draw them out; Surely
He will make their dwelling place desolate with them. 

10. Ephesians 1:11 (NKJV) 11  In Him also we have obtained an inheritance,
being predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things
according to the counsel of His will, 

III. What is God’s purpose

A. God has many plans and purposes but the ultimate is found in the next verse.

1. 29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the
image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

B. For our good God is conforming us to the image of His Son

1. He has predestined us to this.

a. Ephesians 1:3–5 (NKJV)  3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in
the heavenly places in Christ, 4 just as He chose us in Him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame
before Him in love, 5 having predestined us to adoption as sons by
Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will.

b. We may make plans and maybe they will not come to pass.

c. But when God’s purpose is to conform us to His Son then it is
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predestined to happen by the working of God great grace.

d. All that God does is determined before the world began.

e. Acts 15:18  Known unto God are all his works from the beginning of
the world.

f. That is the only reason that the promise can be considered sure.

2. So in our lives God’s plan is to do whatever it takes to make us more like
Jesus.

a. The study of Scriptures.

b. Prayer and meditation.

c. The work of the Holy Spirit in us to change our hearts.

d. The preaching of the word.

e. Reading good books.

f. Fellowship with God’s people.

g. Trials and temptations that come our way which He works for our
good.

h. And someday this mortal body will put on an immortal body.

i. 1 John 3:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Behold what manner of love the Father has
bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore
the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. 2 
Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed
what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be
like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. 

C. That He might be the firstborn among many brethren.

1. When we are like Jesus then Jesus will have many companions.

2. Although He has no equals yet we will have eternal fellowship with the Son
and with the Father.

3. 1 John 1:3  that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you
also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father
and with His Son Jesus Christ.

God has two purposes in that plan: our good and His glory. Ultimately, He will make us like Jesus
Christ! Best of all, God’s plan is going to succeed! It started in eternity past when He chose us in
Christ (Eph. 1:4–5). He predetermined that one day we would be like His Son. Warren W. Wiersbe,
The Bible Exposition Commentary, vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1996), 541.
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