
The Called
Romans 8:28-30 (NKJV) 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. 29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

Luke 14:16-24 (NKJV) 16  Then He said to him, "A certain man gave a great supper and invited
many, 17  and sent his servant at supper time to say to those who were invited, 'Come, for all
things are now ready.' 18  But they all with one accord began to make excuses. The first said to
him, 'I have bought a piece of ground, and I must go and see it. I ask you to have me excused.' 19 
And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am going to test them. I ask you to have
me excused.' 20  Still another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' 21  So
that servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house, being
angry, said to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in here
the poor and the maimed and the lame and the blind.' 22  And the servant said, 'Master, it is done
as you commanded, and still there is room.' 23  Then the master said to the servant, 'Go out into
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come in, that my house may be filled. 24  For I say
to you that none of those men who were invited shall taste my supper.' "

This passage describes the world’s response to the Gospel. God has done all that needs to be
done as far as Himself is concerned to reconcile mankind to Himself.

But man rebels against God still.

If God were to stop there not one person would have ever been saved. For none seeks after God.
But God called some with a special call in order to fulfil His purpose.

29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 

So it is this morning we want to talk about that call or the Called according to His purpose.

I. This call involves an effectual working of the Spirit of God.

A. Deuteronomy 30:6 (NKJV) 6  And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart
and the heart of your descendants, to love the LORD your God with all your heart
and with all your soul, that you may live. 

B. Psalm 65:4 (NKJV) 4  Blessed is the man You choose, And cause to approach
You, That he may dwell in Your courts. We shall be satisfied with the goodness of
Your house, Of Your holy temple. 
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C. Isaiah 55:11 (NKJV) 11  So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It
shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And it shall
prosper in the thing for which I sent it. 

D. Jeremiah 32:40 (NKJV) 40  And I will make an everlasting covenant with them,
that I will not turn away from doing them good; but I will put My fear in their
hearts so that they will not depart from Me. 

E. Ezekiel 36:26-27 (NKJV) 26  I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit
within you; I will take the heart of stone out of your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. 27  I will put My Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes, and
you will keep My judgments and do them. 

II. The call of God is not based on anything in us.

A. 1 Corinthians 1:26-29 (NKJV) 26  For you see your calling, brethren, that not
many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called. 27 
But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and
God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are
mighty; 28  and the base things of the world and the things which are despised God
has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that are, 29 
that no flesh should glory in His presence.

B. Titus 3:5 (NKJV) 5  not by works of righteousness which we have done, but
according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Spirit, 

III. Along with this call comes a drawing by the Spirit of God.

A. Jeremiah 31:3 (NKJV) 3  The LORD has appeared of old to me, saying: "Yes, I
have loved you with an everlasting love; Therefore with lovingkindness I have
drawn you.

B. John 6:44-45 (NKJV) 44  No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me
draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day. 45  It is written in the prophets,
'And they shall all be taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard and
learned from the Father comes to Me. 

C. Romans 9:23-24 (NKJV) 23  and that He might make known the riches of His
glory on the vessels of mercy, which He had prepared beforehand for glory, 24 
even us whom He called, not of the Jews only, but also of the Gentiles? 

D. 1 Thessalonians 1:5-6 (NKJV)  5 For our gospel did not come to you in word
only, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit and in much assurance, as you know
what kind of men we were among you for your sake.  6  And you became
followers of us and of the Lord, having received the word in much affliction, with
joy of the Holy Spirit, 

E. Such an agency is necessary to overcome the moral condition of man as “blind”
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and “dead in trespasses and sins.”  James Petigru Boyce, Abstract of Systematic
Theology (Bellingham, WA: Logos Bible Software, 2010), 371–372.

F. 1 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) 14  But the natural man does not receive the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned. 

G. 2 Corinthians 4:4 (NKJV) 4  whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do
not believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of
God, should shine on them. 

H. Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) 1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses
and sins,  2:5 (NKJV) 5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

IV. The call is seen to be effectual in that those called come to Him.

A. John 6:37 (NKJV) 37  All that the Father gives Me will come to Me, and the one
who comes to Me I will by no means cast out. 

B. Romans 8:30 (NKJV) 30  Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also
glorified. 

V. This call is the work of God.

A. John 1:11-13 (NKJV) 11  He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
12  But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of
God, to those who believe in His name: 13  who were born, not of blood, nor of
the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God. 

B. John 6:64-65 (NKJV) 64  But there are some of you who do not believe." For
Jesus knew from the beginning who they were who did not believe, and who
would betray Him. 65  And He said, "Therefore I have said to you that no one can
come to Me unless it has been granted to him by My Father." 

C. John 6:39-40 (NKJV) 39  This is the will of the Father who sent Me, that of all He
has given Me I should lose nothing, but should raise it up at the last day. 40  And
this is the will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the Son and believes
in Him may have everlasting life; and I will raise him up at the last day." 

D. John 10:3-6 (NKJV) 3  To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his
voice; and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4  And when he
brings out his own sheep, he goes before them; and the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. 5  Yet they will by no means follow a stranger, but will flee from
him, for they do not know the voice of strangers." 6  Jesus used this illustration,
but they did not understand the things which He spoke to them.

E. John 10:26-29 (NKJV) 26  "But you do not believe, because you are not of My
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sheep, as I said to you. 27  "My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they
follow Me. 28  "And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither
shall anyone snatch them out of My hand. 29  "My Father, who has given them to
Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.

F. Acts 11:18 (NKJV) 18  When they heard these things they became silent; and they
glorified God, saying, "Then God has also granted to the Gentiles repentance to
life." 

G. Acts 13:48 (NKJV) 48  Now when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and
glorified the word of the Lord. And as many as had been appointed to eternal life
believed. 

H. Acts 16:14 (NKJV) 14  Now a certain woman named Lydia heard us. She was a
seller of purple from the city of Thyatira, who worshiped God. The Lord opened
her heart to heed the things spoken by Paul.

I. 2 Timothy 1:9 (NKJV) 9  who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was
given to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 

VI. They are distinct in that there is a group referred to as THE CALLED.

A. Romans 1:6-7 (NKJV) 6  among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7 
To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace to you and
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

B. Romans 8:28 (NKJV) 28  And we know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 

C. 1 Corinthians 1:24 (NASB) 24  but to those who are the called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

Romans 10:20 (NKJV) 20  But Isaiah is very bold and says: "I was found by those who did not
seek Me; I was made manifest to those who did not ask for Me." 

Isaiah 65:1 (NKJV) 1  "I was sought by those who did not ask for Me; I was found by those who
did not seek Me. I said, 'Here I am, here I am,' To a nation that was not called by My name. 

Acts 18:27 (NKJV) 27  And when he desired to cross to Achaia, the brethren wrote, exhorting
the disciples to receive him; and when he arrived, he greatly helped those who had believed
through grace; 

1 Corinthians 1:2 (NKJV) 2  To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours: 
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1 Corinthians 1:9 (NKJV) 9  God is faithful, by whom you were called into the fellowship of His
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

1 Corinthians 12:3 (NKJV) 3  Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit
of God calls Jesus accursed, and no one can say that Jesus is Lord except by the Holy Spirit. 

2 Corinthians 2:10-14 (NKJV) 10  Now whom you forgive anything, I also forgive. For if indeed
I have forgiven anything, I have forgiven that one for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11  lest
Satan should take advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his devices. 12  Furthermore, when
I came to Troas to preach Christ's gospel, and a door was opened to me by the Lord, 13  I had no
rest in my spirit, because I did not find Titus my brother; but taking my leave of them, I departed
for Macedonia. 14  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and through
us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every place. 

2 Corinthians 3:6 (NKJV) 6  who also made us sufficient as ministers of the new covenant, not of
the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life. 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 (NKJV) 17  Now the Lord is the Spirit; and where the Spirit of the Lord is,
there is liberty. 18  But we all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord,
are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

2 Corinthians 5:17-18 (NKJV) 17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old
things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18  Now all things are of God, who
has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, 

Galatians 1:15-16 (NKJV) 15  But when it pleased God, who separated me from my mother's
womb and called me through His grace, 16  to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach Him
among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, 

Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) 1  And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, 

Ephesians 2:5 (NKJV) 5  even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with
Christ (by grace you have been saved), 

Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV) 4  There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of
your calling; 

Colossians 2:13 (NKJV) 13  And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses, 

2 Thessalonians 2:14 (NKJV) 14  to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining of the
glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Hebrews 9:15 (NKJV) 15  And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means
of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are
called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance. 

1 Peter 1:2-3 (NKJV) 2  elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification
of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be
multiplied. 3  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His
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abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 

1 Peter 1:15 (NKJV) 15  but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 

1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) 23  having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 

1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) 9  But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His
own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness into
His marvelous light; 

1 Peter 5:10 (NKJV) 10  But may the God of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by
Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while, perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 

2 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) 3  as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and
godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue, 

1 John 5:4 (NKJV) 4  For whatever is born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory
that has overcome the world--our faith. 

Jude 1:1 (NKJV) 1  Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James, To those who are
called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ: 

Revelation 17:14 (NKJV) 14  These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome
them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen,
and faithful." 

God’s call to all men to repent and to believe the gospel is no more insincere than his command to
all men to love him with all the heart. Augustus Hopkins Strong, Systematic Theology
(Philadelphia: American Baptist Publication Society, 1907), 791.

Theological writers distinguish three senses of the term will. God's will of purpose always comes
to pass, in heaven, earth, and hell. But his will of desire does not yet always come to pass on earth
as it does in heaven. He wished Jerusalem to be saved (Luke 13:34), and they would not. He does
not "wish that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance" (2 Pet. 3:9), and yet
many refuse to repent, and perish. He wishes "all men to be saved " (i Tim. 2:4), yet many are led
captive by Satan according to his own will. And God's will of command, how often and how
flagrantiy it is disobeyed; how few of his moral creatures on earth are prepared to say, " I delight
to do thy will, O my God" (Psalms 10:8),or as Jesus said, literally, " My food is to do the will of
him that sent me" (John 4:34); how few are joined to Christ by the fullness of that tie, "
Whosoever shall do the will of my Father who is in heaven, he is my brother, and sister,and
mother." (12:50.) John Broadus on Matthew 6:10
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