
The Security of God’s Children
Romans 8:28-30 (KJV) 

28  And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are
the called according to His purpose. 29  For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be
conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren. 30 
Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified;
and whom He justified, these He also glorified.  

Often times we find that even in Christianity faith is too much centered on the creature rather than
the creator.

Many times well intentioned theologians make man his own savior. Salvation becomes a series of
works that they do or commandments that they keep. Or things that they believe.

Even the mobsters who were guilty of the greatest sins believed that by going to mass they would
be absolved of their sins.

Paul wants to remove that type of thinking for the Christian all together.

In the Bible a person’s salvation begins and ends with God and God alone.

That does not mean that the person does not also respond for they do. They come to know God
and to love Him and they want only to serve Him. That is the litmus test to determine if they are a
child of God or not.

So Paul gives us here the golden chain of what God has done toward our salvation. Each child of
God has all of these things said about each of them.

I. Let’s take an overview.

A. What he says .

1. That God’s children are foreknown.

2. That God’s children are predestined.

3. That God’s children are called..

4. That God’s children are justified.

5. That God’s children are glorified.

B. This is the five linked golden chain.

C. Notice the tense of each verb is the same.

1. Aorist Tense, Active Voice, Indicative Mood

2. The idea is that these are completed actions in the mind of God.

3. That although our glorification is a future event yet in God’s mind it is an
accomplished fact.
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D. In each of these verbs God is the actor; He is the one acting and we are the object
of the action.

II. For whom He foreknew

A. Foreknew is from proginosko, a compound word with meaning beyond that of
simply knowing beforehand. In Scripture, "to know" often carries the idea of
special intimacy and is frequently used of a love relationship.  MacArthur New
Testament Commentary, The - MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans
1-8.

B. Amos 3:2 (NKJV) 2  "You only have I known of all the families of the earth;
Therefore I will punish you for all your iniquities." 

1. The fact is that of all the people of Abraham’s day God set His love upon
Abraham and called him to Himself.

2. Deuteronomy 7:6-8 (NKJV) 6  "For you are a holy people to the LORD
your God; the LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for Himself,
a special treasure above all the peoples on the face of the earth. 7  The
LORD did not set His love on you nor choose you because you were more
in number than any other people, for you were the least of all peoples; 8 
but because the LORD loves you, and because He would keep the oath
which He swore to your fathers, the LORD has brought you out with a
mighty hand, and redeemed you from the house of bondage, from the hand
of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

3. Ps 115:1 Not unto us, O LORD, not unto us, But to Your name give glory,
Because of Your mercy, Because of Your truth.

C. Matthew 7:23 (NKJV) 23  And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!' 

1. Does this mean that there are some that Jesus did not know that they
would be born?

2. The idea is that they were never known by Him in that special love that
God reserves for His children.

D. 2 Timothy 2:19 (NKJV) 19  Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands,
having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who
names the name of Christ depart from iniquity." 

1. Is this just knowledge, well of course God knows those who are His.

2. But the real idea is that God has set His affection on those who are His and
therefore since God loves them so, they should abandon those things that
displease Him.

E. An illustration
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1. Matthew 20:1-16 (NKJV) 1  "For the kingdom of heaven is like a
landowner who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his
vineyard. 2  Now when he had agreed with the laborers for a denarius a
day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3  And he went out about the third
hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4  and said to them,
'You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.' So
they went. 5  Again he went out about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did
likewise. 6  And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others
standing idle, and said to them, 'Why have you been standing here idle all
day?' 7  They said to him, 'Because no one hired us.' He said to them, 'You
also go into the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.' 8  So
when evening had come, the owner of the vineyard said to his steward,
'Call the laborers and give them their wages, beginning with the last to the
first.' 9  And when those came who were hired about the eleventh hour,
they each received a denarius. 10  But when the first came, they supposed
that they would receive more; and they likewise received each a denarius.
11  And when they had received it, they complained against the landowner,
12  saying, 'These last men have worked only one hour, and you made
them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the day.' 13 
But he answered one of them and said, 'Friend, I am doing you no wrong.
Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14  Take what is yours and go
your way. I wish to give to this last man the same as to you. 15  Is it not
lawful for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is your eye evil
because I am good?' 16  So the last will be first, and the first last. For many
are called, but few chosen." 

III. Remember God’s purpose.

A. Ephesians 1:11 (NKJV) 11  In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being
predestined according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the
counsel of His will, 

1. This is how He does it.

2. All according to the counsel of His will.

B. And what is God’s purpose?

1. That Jesus will not be alone but will held in high esteem among those who
God has made like Him.

2. V-29 He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that
He might be the firstborn among many brethren

3. If this was up to man it would never happen.

4. If it were left to people none of us would ever be saved; Let us praise His
grace given to us through His Son.
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