
If He Gave His Son, What Would He Withhold
Romans 8:31-32

31  What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32  He who
did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely
give us all things?

Paul here asks a series of five questions. Questions for which there is not answer.

These questions prove beyond a shadow of at doubt that God will take care of His own.

31 If God is for us, who can be against us?

32  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with
Him also freely give us all things? 

33  Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies. 

34  Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at
the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36  As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day
long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter." 37  Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us. 38  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39  nor height nor
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

We will discuss each one individually.

When we get to here in Romans we have reached the breath taking heights of the highest
mountain in Biblical literature. 

As we turn around and look behind us we can see the lowlands of chapter 1 and then the steady
rise up the hills until we come to the lower mountains be we are on the Mount Everest of the
book.

Paul has systematically laid it out for the traveler who will journey through the mountain paths.

It took John Piper 153 hours of preaching to expound the book of Romans.

Dr Martin Lloyd-Jones took 366 sermons to cover the book.

So then let us look at these unanswerable questions.

The one for today is:

He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him
also freely give us all things?
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I. This is arguing from the most to the least.

A. If someone does something very expensive for you will they withhold from you
some smaller thing?

B. If a jeweler would make you a gift of an expensive diamond, would he withhold
from you a case to carry it in.

C. In this case God is the giver and we are the receiver. 

1. He has given that which is the most valuable in the universe, even more
valuable than the universe. His only begotten Son. What parent would not
give his whole domain for his only son.

II. Notice also it was done entirely of free will. Not because it was owed to us. 

III. Notice how much worse our relationship was with Him at the time, then it is now

A. When God gave His Son, it was when we were in the greatest variance from God.

B.  Romans 5:8 (NKJV) 8  But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 

C. But now we are His own and we are united to Him through Jesus Christ.

D. If He did that while we were children of wrath, what will He do now that we are
His own children.

IV. Jesus Himself relates the value He has placed on us.

A. The story of the treasure in the field and the pearl of great price.

B. Matthew 13:44  "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field,
which a man found and hid; and for joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and
buys that field. 45  "Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking
beautiful pearls, 46  "who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and
sold all that he had and bought it.

C. Understanding

1. This is often said of what a sinner must do to have Christ but that is not the
story.

2. Instead it is what Christ did in order to obtain salvation for us.

3. He gave all, suffered all, took all our sins, faced hell for us.

4. But what He has in the end is to him of more value that everything else.

5. If we are of that value to Him what will He withhold from us.

D. Our purchase price is described here in Romans 8

1. He did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all.
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2. If Jesus went through all of that what will He withhold from us now.

3. If God has so to speak given all that He has, will He skimp on the
wrapping or the ribbon and bow?

4. Or as I was talking to someone the other day, If God gave His only
begotten Son for us, will He then abandon us if we drink coffee or do
something foolish?

V. We have here an allusion to the narrative of Abraham's offering up of Isaac. The same
word which is employed in the Septuagint for "withheld  " is employed here.  Biblical
Illustrator - Biblical Illustrator – Romans.

A. Let us look at the example of Abraham giving up his son to be a sacrifice to God.
The obvious conclusion is that Abraham would withhold nothing from God. 

B. The same word.

1. Genesis 22:12 12  And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do
anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from Me."

2. In the Septuagint “withheld” is the same Greek word as “spare” in Rom
8:32.

Maybe we shouldn’t but we often understand what we mean to other people by what they will
sacrifice for our sakes.

Often we find how much people love us by what they are willing to forgive us.

God has already given us the big prize, everything else is just the extras.

Most of the time at a birthday party they give the smaller gifts first and then the greatest gift last,
but God has turned that around.

He has given up His Son for us, will He not willing also give us all things.
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