
No Double Jeopardy
Romans 8:33-34

33  Who shall bring a charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.  34  Who is he who
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also makes intercession for us.

In many countries around the world when you are tried for a crime and found innocent you cannot
be tried for that same crime even if you were to confess. In other countries that is not true. In
Italy in 2007 Amanda Knox supposedly killed her room mate. She was tried and confected and
served 4 years in prison until an appeals court over turned her conviction. Then she was retried
and found guilty again. Or in this country often a criminal is found not guilty and allowed to go
free. The founders of this country knew of the abuses of power of the govenment and their ability
to just keep having trials until they have one in their favor. So they made it illegal to try someone
for the same crime twice. Once you have be found innocent you cannot be tried for that same
crime again.

We have something similar in this passage. Let us look at the facts.

1. You are guilty.

2. You have been condemned already. John 3:18, He that believes not is condemned already,
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 

3. There is no recourse and no court of higher appeal.

4. At the final judgment you will be judged according to all that you have done and you will
be cast into the lake of fire.

But let us say that today you hear the goodness that Jesus died for your sins and you repent of
them and put your faith in Jesus and trust in Him alone. Now the facts change.

1. You are justified by grace through faith.  Romans 5:1 (NKJV) 1  Therefore, having been
justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

2. God declares you free of sin.

3. God accounts the righteousness of Christ to your account.

4. Now instead of being a sinner you are a saint in God’s estimation.

5. Therefore you have peace with God.

6. No one can bring charges against you.

7. No one can condemn you.

So let us look at these wonderful things this morning.
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I. We are justified through faith by grace.

A. Romans 5:1 (NKJV) 1  Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

B. Genesis 15:6 (NKJV) 6  And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted it to him
for righteousness. 

1. Romans 4:3 (NKJV) 3  For what does the Scripture say? "Abraham
believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness." 

C. We may define it as follows: Justification is an instantaneous legal act of God in
which he (1) thinks of our sins as forgiven and Christ’s righteousness as belonging
to us, and (2) declares us to be righteous in his sight.  Systematic Theology: An
Introduction to Biblical Doctrine, Grudem.

D. Romans 4:5 (NKJV) 5  But to him who does not work but believes on Him who
justifies the ungodly, his faith is accounted for righteousness, 

E. Westminster Catechism says,"An act of God’s free grace, wherein He pardoneth
all our sins, and accepteth us as righteous in his sight, only for the righteousness of
Christ imputed to us, and received by faith alone."  Systematic Theology, Hodge

II. Our sins, even future sins have been forgiven, canceled and forgotten by God.

A. Romans 4:6-8 (NKJV) 6  just as David also describes the blessedness of the man
to whom God imputes righteousness apart from works: 7  "Blessed are those
whose lawless deeds are forgiven, And whose sins are covered; 8  Blessed is the
man to whom the LORD shall not impute sin." 

III. The positive righteousness of Jesus Christ has been transferred to our account.

A. Philippians 3:9 (NKJV) 9  and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness,
which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness
which is from God by faith; 

B. Romans 3:21-22 (NKJV) 21  But now the righteousness of God apart from the
law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22  even the
righteousness of God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe.
For there is no difference; 

C. Romans 3:23-24 (NKJV) 23  for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
24  being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 

IV. No one can successfully bring a charge against us, because God has declared us just.

A. Romans 5:9 (NKJV) 9  Much more then, having now been justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 

B. Romans 5:19 (NKJV) 19  For as by one man's disobedience many were made
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sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous. 

V. No one can successfully condemn us for Jesus has suffered and died on our account and
He is presently at the right hand of God interceding on our behalf.

A. Romans 8:1 (NKJV) 1  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are
in Christ Jesus, who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.

So why do I tell you all these things? What does that do for my daily life and problems some will
ask.

Vance Havner used to tell the sorry of a missionary years ago in South Africa were diamonds are
abundant of coming upon a group of native boys playing with diamonds and children in America
might do with marbles. The missionary made the application. That is how Christians are they are
playing marbles with diamonds.

So true most modern Christianity are having a great time. They are enjoying themselves going to
church and reading their watered down devotionals. But never feasting on the real meat of the
word. The great teachings of the Bible.

So many churches make worship about you and your needs. I want you to focus on what God has
done for you already and consider where that places you in the plan of God.

Many Christians struggle with the same issues that the world does. They cannot find significance
in their lives. They do not realize that God has moved heaven and hell for them.

They are forgiven freely and will never face condemnation.

Praise be to God, that is so much better then what most people focus their lives on.
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