
His Ever Enduring Love
 Romans 8:35-39 

35  Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36  As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day
long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter." 37  Yet in all these things we are more than
conquerors through Him who loved us. 38  For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor
angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39  nor height nor
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Today is the International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church. See www.Persecution.com 

We do not think too much about persecution in our country and I am glad in one way that we do
not.

But for Christians in many parts of the world it is a common and continual problem.

A few decades ago most of the persecution came from the communist countries.

But today it comes from there and Islamic countries and even from Hinduism, Buddhism. 

Some might ask, “If God loves His people, why does He allow them to suffer so?”

But we see from our text this is an age old situation.

36  As it is written: "For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the
slaughter.

Paul is quoting from Psalms 44:22 on which Barnes says,”The emphasis in the passage lies in the
phrase “for thy sake.” The meaning is, It is on thy account; it is in thy cause; it is because we are
thy friends, and because we worship thee. It is not on account of our national sins; it is not
because there is any prevalent idolatry, but it is because we are the worshippers of the true God,
and we are, therefore, martyrs. All these calamities have come upon us in consequence of our
attachment to thee. There is no evidence that there was any self-glorying in this, or any intention
to blame God as if he were unjust or severe, but it is the feeling of martyrs as suffering in the
cause of religion. This passage is applied by the apostle Paul to Christians in his time, as fitly
describing their sufferings, and the cause of the calamities which came upon them.”  Barnes'
Notes on the Old Testament.

This same idea is expressed in the crucifixion of Jesus Christ. Isaiah 53:7 (NKJV) 7  He was
oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the
slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth. 

But Paul uses this text in Psalm 44:11, 22 to show that what is happening to the Christians of his
day was not unusual and it demonstrated that God’s love for them would endure anything.
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I. When bad things happen to Christians, it is not a sign that God does not love them any
more.

A. Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

1. This is another of those questions that has no answer.

2. There is no one who is able to separate us from the love of Christ.

3. Remember God has Justified us.

4. Jesus has died for us and in our place.

5. Jesus ever lives to make intercession for us.

B. Shall 

1. Tribulation, 

2. Distress, 

3. Persecution, 

4. Famine, 

5. Nakedness, 

6. Peril, 

7. Sword?

II. We are more than conquerors

A.   Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 

1. How can we win when we loose.

2. Think of Stephen in Acts.

a. He gave a powerful testimony.

b. God was with him in that.

c. But still the hatred of the people prevailed and he was stoned to
death.

d. But the leader in that stoning was later brought to Jesus, maybe by
the testimony that Stephen gave that day.

3. When Richard Wurmbrand was tortured but he remained faithful to the
Lord.

a. Through his testimony even some of the hardened guards were won
to Christ.

4. God will be victorious in this battle of truth.
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a. It may not appear so now but in the end God and His saints will
come out victorious, more than conquerors.

III. Nothing can separate us from His love.

A. Neither death nor life, 

1. Though death separates us from those we love here on earth, it has no
affect when we are saved by Him who conquered death.

B. Nor angels nor principalities nor powers, 

1. Though there are great and powerful spiritual forces out there they aren’t
as great as God.

2. No one can resist Him.

C. Nor things present nor things to come, 

1. That past is gone, we cannot change it.

2. The future is in the hands of the king of the universe.

3. It is Him who works all things after the council of His will.

D. Nor height nor depth, 

1. The things we cannot see and are not aware of cause no fear for the child
of God.

E. Nor any other created thing, 

1. Just in case some thought that Paul had left out something he says, “Nor
any other created thing.”

2. That includes all in the universe other than God.

F. Shall be able to separate us 

1. It is not that our faith will not be tried.

2. It is not that we will never falter nor fail.

3. But it is that there will never be a separation between us and our Heavenly
Father.

G. From the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

1. Notice that the love is the love of God.

2. Notice that we have access to that love only in Christ Jesus.

3. Notice that Jesus Christ is Lord of all.

So regardless of the problems we face and the trials that may try us yet we are safe and secure in
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Jesus Christ our Lord.

Habakkuk 3:17-19 (NKJV) 17  Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines;
Though the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut
off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls-- 18  Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy
in the God of my salvation. 19  The LORD God is my strength; He will make my feet like deer's
feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills. To the Chief Musician. With my stringed
instruments. 

Scholars do not agree as to when this psalm was written. Some think it was in the days of David.
Others have assigned it to the days of the Maccabees. Possibly it was written during the Assyrian
invasion. The background of the psalm is most certainly one of great national disaster and
humiliation. It finds its place alongside others which clearly belong to the days of King Hezekiah.
The next psalm seems to be Hezekiah's wedding song. Then come three psalms (46, 47, 48) which
deal specifically with the Assyrian invasion. Since we cannot say exactly when the psalm was
written, and since the circumstances in Hezekiah's Judah form a suitable background for it, we
shall expound it in that light.  John Phillips Commentary Series, The - The John Phillips
Commentary Series – Exploring Psalms, Volume One: An Expository Commentary.

FBC Toulon November 5, 2017 His Ever Enduring Love Page 4


