
Good Soldiers
2 Timothy 2:3-4 

3  You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4  No one engaged in
warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a
soldier.

Our passage this morning comes in a list of three encouragements that Paul presents to Timothy
to call him to more service and dedication to the Lord. Be a good soldier, a good athlete and a
good farmer.

This morning we want to consider only the first of these. Be a good soldier.

Every society has had soldiers. In olden times they were used to gain wealth. You go out and take
what someone else has and bring it home. But that also necessitated that every nation have a
army, if only to protect what those people had gained properly.

Our own nation’s history is founded on ordinary men, farmers, shop keepers, fishermen and so on,
who came together to save their society from their own government that had become more and
more oppressive to its subjects.

So it was with a rag tag army General George Washington was able to give us the freedoms that
we enjoy today.

But since then there have been other nations, close and far away, who have tried to force their will
upon us and to bring us to servitude or death. But on each occasion the brave men and women
who call this their home answered as it were Uncle Sam’s call. Literally there have been millions
of those brave souls who have answered those calls.

So it is today when radial Islam would put their sword to our necks as they did throughout North
Africa and southern Europe from the seventh through the twelfth century. But still today we have
brave souls who put themselves in between us and our adversaries.

And as Paul says here they have endured hardships both on the battle field and at home. They
have given up personal pursuits and disentangled themselves from other earthly responsibilities in
order to please their commanders and generals in these great conflicts. it is to these men and
women that we owe a sincere and warm thank you today.

I. Soldiers are called upon to endure hardships.

A. The soldiers of this world often endure great hardships.

1. I remember reading of Washington’s army not having proper boots and
clothes because congress would not appropriate the funds.

2. In every conflict there have been those who suffered greatly in order to win
the battle, to win the war.

3. Even standing their ground in the face of death.
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B. Paul doesn’t want Timothy to be fearful but to come forward and accept his share
of the suffering of Jesus Christ.

1. Paul knew what danger awaited Timothy if he gave himself to God’s
service without reserve.

a. 2 Corinthians 11:23-29 (NKJV) 23  Are they ministers of Christ?--I
speak as a fool--I am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes
above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. 24 
From the Jews five times I received forty stripes minus one. 25 
Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times
I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26  in
journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of
my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren; 27  in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger
and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness-- 28  besides the
other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep concern for all
the churches. 29  Who is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made
to stumble, and I do not burn with indignation? 

2. Timothy was a young pastor and sometimes was not as bold as Paul had
hoped.

3. But Paul wanted Timothy to know that he was engaged in a spiritual war.

a. 1 Timothy 1:18 (NKJV) 18  This charge I commit to you, son
Timothy, according to the prophecies previously made concerning
you, that by them you may wage the good warfare, 

4. That there were battles to win and loose depending on Timothy’s
involvement.

a. 2 Timothy 4:5 But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions,
do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

5. So it is with us.

a. I never did read very much when I was a kid, but I did read Red
Badge of Courage. A young Union soldier found himself afraid of
the fight and hid under a pine tree. There he found another soldier
who had been wounded in the battle who had retreated into the
safety of the same tree. But his wound had proved to be fatal. The
fearful soldier recognized the wound as a red badge of courage.

b. None of us want to suffer even shame and ridicule. 

c. But God calls us from the safety of the church pew out into a world
that is filled with spiritual battles.
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d. Battles in the home, battles among politicians, and battles for truth.

e. Paul is calling all of us to the place where we may suffer, not alone
but with all those who suffer for Jesus.

f. Jesus said in Matthew 13:22 (NKJV), “Now he who received seed
among the thorns is he who hears the word, and the cares of this
world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful.”

II. The soldiers must not become entangled in personal pursuits.

A. Survival is not what he is talking about.

1. It is true that we have to live, to eat and to sleep.

2. But when the soldier’s activities come into conflict with his duties as a
soldier then they are too much.

B. The word is used to describe a sheep entangled in a thorn bush.

1. There the animal is useless for the battle.

2. At this point the animal has no thought of what the master wants.

3. There the animal is in danger of loss of life.

III. They seek to please the one who has called them to be a soldier.

A. Soldiers, indeed, subject to all the stricter discipline, since we are subject to so
great a General?  Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture - Tertullian -
Ancient Christian Commentary on Scripture – New Testament IX: Colossians, 1-2
Thessalonians, 1-2 Timothy, Titus, Philemon.

B. The third mark of a good soldier is a genuine desire to please the one who enlisted
him as a soldier. In the same way, but of far greater importance, a Christian's
deepest desire is to please the Lord Jesus Christ, his commander in chief, the one
who enlisted him. It is impossible to serve two commanders in chief, just as it is
impossible to serve two masters (Matt. 6:24). The faithful Christian's fondest hope
is to be rewarded for loyal service and to hear his Master say, "Well done, good
and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of
many things, enter into the joy of your master" (Matt. 25:21). MacArthur New
Testament Commentary, The - MacArthur New Testament Commentary – 2
Timothy.

C. Hebrews 11:5 (NKJV) 5  By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see
death, "and was not found, because God had taken him"; for before he was taken
he had this testimony, that he pleased God. 

D. 1 Corinthians 9:25-27 (NKJV) 25  And everyone who competes for the prize is
temperate in all things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an
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imperishable crown. 26  Therefore I run thus: not with uncertainty. Thus I fight:
not as one who beats the air. 27  But I discipline my body and bring it into
subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become
disqualified. 

E. The grand purpose of the minister of the gospel is to please Christ. He is to pursue
no separate plans, and to have no separate will, of his own; and it is contemplated
that the whole corps of Christian ministers and members of the churches shall be as
entirely subordinate to the will of Christ, as an army is to the orders of its chief.
Barnes' Notes on the New Testament.

IV. All of these qualities are found in Jesus Christ.

A. John 15:18-20 (NKJV) 18  "If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me
before it hated you. 19  If you were of the world, the world would love its own.
Yet because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore
the world hates you. 20  Remember the word that I said to you, 'A servant is not
greater than his master.' If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If
they kept My word, they will keep yours also. 

B. Luke 9:57-62 (NKJV) 57  Now it happened as they journeyed on the road, that
someone said to Him, "Lord, I will follow You wherever You go." 58  And Jesus
said to him, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man
has nowhere to lay His head." 59  Then He said to another, "Follow Me." But he
said, "Lord, let me first go and bury my father." 60  Jesus said to him, "Let the
dead bury their own dead, but you go and preach the kingdom of God." 61  And
another also said, "Lord, I will follow You, but let me first go and bid them
farewell who are at my house." 62  But Jesus said to him, "No one, having put his
hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God." 

God is still calling on people to be a part of the spiritual battles of this world.

Where are you?
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OTHER SCRIPTURES TO CONSIDER

Ephesians 6:11-18 (NKJV) 11  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. 12  For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts
of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13  Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you
may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14  Stand therefore, having
girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15  and having shod
your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16  above all, taking the shield of faith with
which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17  And take the helmet of
salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18  praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints-- 

Acts 14:22-23 (NKJV) 22  strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in
the faith, and saying, "We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God." 23 
So when they had appointed elders in every church, and prayed with fasting, they commended
them to the Lord in whom they had believed. 

2 Timothy 1:8 (NKJV) 8  Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me
His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God, 

The following is from William Barclay 

THE SOLDIER OF CHRIST 2 Timothy 2: 3, 4

Accept your share in suffering like a fine soldier of Christ Jesus. No soldier who is on active
service entangles himself in ordinary civilian business; he lays aside such things, so that by good
service he may please the commander who has enrolled him in his army.

The picture of man as a soldier and life as a campaign is one which the Romans and the Greeks
knew well. " To live," said Seneca, " is to be a soldier " (Seneca, Epistles 96: 5). " The life of
every man," said Epictetus, " is a kind of campaign, and a campaign which is long and varied "
(Epictetus, Discourses, 3, 24, 34). Paul took this picture and applied it to all Christians, but very
specially to the leaders and outstanding servants of the Church. He urges Timothy to fight a fine
campaign (I Timothy I: 18). He calls Archippus, in whose house a house Church met, our fellow
soldier (Philemon 2). He calls Epaphroditus, the messenger of the Philippian Church, " my fellow
soldier ", (Philippians 2 : 25). Clearly Paul saw in the life of the soldier a picture of the life of the
Christian and of the man who would serve Christ. What then were the qualities of the soldier
which Paul would have repeated in the Christian life?

(i) The soldier's service must be a concentrated service. Once a man has enlisted on a campaign he
can no longer entangle and involve himself in the ordinary daily business of life and living. He
must concentrate on his service as a soldier. The Roman code of Theodosius said: " We forbid
men engaged on military service to engage in civilian occupations." A soldier is a soldier and
nothing else. A Christian must concentrate on his Christianity. That does not mean that he must
engage on no worldly task or business. He must still live in this world, and he must still make a
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living; but it does mean that he must use whatever task he is engaged upon to live out and to
demonstrate his Christianity.

(ii) The soldier is conditioned to obedience. The early training of a soldier is designed to make
him instinctively and unquestioningly obey the word of command. There may come a time when
such prompt and instinctive obedience may save his life, and save the life of others. There is a
sense in which it is true that it is no part of the soldier's duty " to know the reason why." Involved
as he is in the midst of the battle, he cannot see the over-all picture. The decisions he must leave
to the commander who sees the whole field of battle. The first Christian duty is obedience to the
voice of God, and acceptance even of that which he cannot understand.

(iii) The soldier is conditioned to sacrifice. It most often happens that a soldier's duty is not so
much to attack the enemy as it is to put his body a living wall between the enemy and those whom
he loves. His task is self sacrifice for those whom he defends. A. J. Gossip tells how, as a chaplain
in the 1914-18 war, he was going up the line for the first time. War, and blood, and wounds and
death were new to him. As he went he saw by the roadside, left behind after the battle, the body
of a young kilted Highlander. And somehow there flashed into his mind the words of Christ
Himself: " This is my body broken for you." The essential condition of the soldier's life is
willingness to lay down his life for his friend. The Christian must ever be ready to sacrifice
himself, his wishes, his desires, his fortune, for God and for his fellow men.

(iv) The soldier is conditioned to loyalty. When the Roman soldier joined the army he took the
sacramentum, the oath of loyalty to his emperor. Someone records a conversation between
Marshal Foch and an officer in the 1914-18 war. " You must not retire," said Foch, " you must
hold on at all costs." " Then," said the officer aghast, " that means we must all die." And Foch
answered: " Precisely! " The supreme soldier's virtue is that he is faithful unto death. The
Christian too must be loyal to Jesus Christ, through all the chances and the changes of life, down
even to the gates of death.
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