
Recognizable Thanksgiving
Luke 24:13-31

25  Then He said to them, "O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets
have spoken! 26  Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?"
27  And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himself. 28  Then they drew near to the village where they were going, and He
indicated that He would have gone farther. 29  But they constrained Him, saying, "Abide with us,
for it is toward evening, and the day is far spent." And He went in to stay with them. 30  Now it
came to pass, as He sat at the table with them, that He took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave
it to them. 31  Then their eyes were opened and they knew Him; and He vanished from their sight. 

This week is our national day of thanksgiving. Many people are planning to travel, some hundreds
of miles to share this time with loved ones.

It is what we call a holiday, but not necessarily a holy day.

For those who do not worship our Lord, I often wonder who do they give thanks too. Such is the
sad commentary on our secular nation. They are like people lost and confused. Some things they
understand but they fail to put it all together.

All Christians ought to be a thankful people every day. We have so much to be thankful for. Not
just a good meal and the fellowship of family and friends. But we have our salvation from sin and
eternal judgment to thank Him for.

But could we be thankful in the midst of tragedy?

We sang the song Now Thank We All Our God this morning but who wrote this song. Someone
rich living is the lap of luxury? No, listen to the story.

Now Thank We All Our God

It was the worst of times. In the first half of the 17th century, Germany was in the midst of wars
and famine and pestilence. In the city of Eilenburg lived a pastor by the name of Martin Rinkart. 

During one especially oppressive period, Rinkart conducted up to 50 funerals a day as a plague
swept through the town and as the Thirty Years’ War wreaked its own terror on the people.
Among those whom Rinkart buried were members of his own family. 

Yet during those years of darkness and despair, when death and destruction greeted each new
day, Pastor Rinkart wrote 66 sacred songs and hymns. Among them was the song “Now Thank
We All Our God.” As sorrow crouched all around him, Rinkart wrote: 

Now thank we all our God
With hearts and hands and voice,
Who wondrous things hath done,
In whom His world rejoices;

Who, from our mothers’ arms,
Hath blessed us on our way
With countless gifts of love,
And still is ours today. 
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Rinkart demonstrated a valuable lesson for us all: Thankfulness does not have to wait for
prosperity and peace. It’s always a good time to praise God for the “wondrous things” He has
done. 

JDB, Our Daily Bread, October 12, 1998 

— 10,000 Sermon Illustrations

But do those around us Christians recognize that we are a truly thankful people? Do you suppose
they ever say, “You know, so and so are thankful in everything. It almost amazes me.”

Or as one person said, “If you were arrested for being a Christian would there be enough evidence
to get a conviction.”

I like to watch who done it shows on TV. When they find a victim the first thing they try to
determines is who is this person. When they have no ID or other obvious means they must go to
work to discover who the person is.

In our text today I find it amazing that these disciples of Jesus did not recognize Him that day
until they sat down to eat and Jesus took the bread and broke it and gave thanks.

I think Jesus has much to teach us about giving thanks.

I. The setting

A. This is the day of resurrection of Jesus.

B. Jesus has appeared to the women at the tomb already.

C. These two disciples are traveling and talking about all of this when Jesus joins
them.

1. They do not recognize Him as He joins them and begins to ask them
questions.

2. Their hearts were filled with unbelief.

3. They know that Jesus is dead regardless of what the women have
witnessed.

4. Their minds are closed to any supernatural explaination.

D. Jesus interjects Himself into the conversation and explaining to them why the
Christ had to suffer and die.

1. He teaches them all the passages in the Old Testament that concerned Him.

2. Opening up to them the truths of God’s Word.

3. But they did not recognize Him even in that.

E. They invited Him to stay the evening with them to which He agrees.

1. Jesus makes as though He would continue on the road.
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2. But they are charmed by this stranger and want to hear more of His
teachings.

3. So Jesus agrees to stay with them.

4. They prepare to eat and when they came to that Jesus took the bread as
was His custom and returned thanks.

5. It is at this point that Jesus is recognized by them and suddenly vanishes
from their sight.

6. They immediately return to Jerusalem to tell the others.

7. But the others do not believe them.

II. It was giving thanks for the smallest of things, simple bread.

A. It was as if it we second nature.

1. For the Pilgrims they did not have some special day on which to give
thanks.

a. They gave thanks continually.

b. They had worship twice on Sunday and then once during the week.

c. I am sure that it was their custom to give thanks at each meal.

2. John 6:11 (NKJV) 11  And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given
thanks He distributed them to the disciples, and the disciples to those
sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as they wanted. 

3. And these disciple who did not recognize Jesus when they met Him and
when He opened the scriptures to them did recognize Him when He gave
thanks on the food.

B. Do you suppose that others will remember our thankfulness.

1. Or will they remember our whining and complaining.

2. 1 Timothy 6: 6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. 7  For we
brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out.
8  And having food and clothing, with these we shall be content.

C. But Jesus when He suffered did not complain.

1. Isaiah 53:7  He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not
His mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its
shearers is silent, So He opened not His mouth.

III. We give thanks for His mercy

A. Psalm 106:1 (NKJV) 1  Praise the LORD! Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is
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good! For His mercy endures forever. 

B. Psalm 136:1-3 (NKJV) 1  Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good! For His
mercy endures forever. 2  Oh, give thanks to the God of gods! For His mercy
endures forever. 3  Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords! For His mercy endures
forever:

IV. We give thanks for His protection.

A. 1 Corinthians 15:57 (NKJV) 57  But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

B. 2 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) 14  Now thanks be to God who always leads us in
triumph in Christ, and through us diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge in every
place. 

C. Story of Jacob

1. Jacob see the protection of God

a. Genesis 32:1-2

2. Jacob prays.

a. Genesis 32:9-12

3. Jacob wrestles with the angel.

a. Genesis 32:24-26

4. Jacob’s name is changed to Israel

a. Genesis 32:27-28

V. We should give thanks in everything.

A. 1 Thessalonians 5:18 (NKJV) 18  in everything give thanks; for this is the will of
God in Christ Jesus for you. 

B. Ephesians 5:20 (NKJV) 20  giving thanks always for all things to God the Father
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

C. 1 Thessalonians 1:2 (NKJV) 2  We give thanks to God always for you all, making
mention of you in our prayers, 
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Other material:

1 Thessalonians 2:13 (NKJV) 13  For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because
when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word
of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 

1 Timothy 2:1 (NKJV) 1  Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and giving of thanks be made for all men, 

Psalm 105:1 (NKJV) 1  Oh, give thanks to the LORD! Call upon His name; Make known His
deeds among the peoples! 

Psalm 69:30 (NKJV) 30  I will praise the name of God with a song, And will magnify Him with
thanksgiving. 

2 Chronicles 5:12-13 (NKJV) 12  and the Levites who were the singers, all those of Asaph and
Heman and Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, stood at the east end of the altar, clothed
in white linen, having cymbals, stringed instruments and harps, and with them one hundred and
twenty priests sounding with trumpets-- 13  indeed it came to pass, when the trumpeters and
singers were as one, to make one sound to be heard in praising and thanking the LORD, and when
they lifted up their voice with the trumpets and cymbals and instruments of music, and praised the
LORD, saying: "For He is good, For His mercy endures forever," that the house, the house of the
LORD, was filled with a cloud, 

Psalm 18:49 (NKJV) 49  Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD, among the Gentiles, And
sing praises to Your name. 

Psalm 116:17 (NKJV) 17  I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving, And will call upon the
name of the LORD. 

Ephesians 5:20 (NKJV) 20  giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ, 

Her Fiancé Drowned

A young woman named Anne Steele had encountered one trial and disappointment after another.
Being a devout Christian, she continuously sought to praise God—even in sorrow. She was
engaged to be married, and had looked forward to her wedding day with eagerness. The big day
finally arrived and so did the guests—but the groom was missing. After about an hour of waiting,
a messenger brought the tragic news that Anne’s fiancé had drowned. The sudden shock was
almost too much for her, but after a while she regained her spiritual composure. 

— 10,000 Sermon Illustrations

Anne Steele

Father, whate’er of earthly bliss
Thy sovereign will denies,
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Accepted at Thy throne, let this
My humble prayer, arise:

Give me a calm and thankful heart,
From every murmur free;
The blessing of Thy grace impart,
And make me live to Thee.

Let the sweet hope that Thou art mine
My life and death attend,
Thy presence through my journey shine,
And crown my journey’s end.
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