
Christmas, A Time of Hope
Luke 1:67-80 (NKJV) 

67  Now his father Zacharias was filled with the Holy Spirit, and prophesied, saying: 68  "Blessed
is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited and redeemed His people, 69  And has raised up a
horn of salvation for us In the house of His servant David, 70  As He spoke by the mouth of His
holy prophets, Who have been since the world began, 71  That we should be saved from our
enemies And from the hand of all who hate us, 72  To perform the mercy promised to our fathers
And to remember His holy covenant, 73  The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 74  To
grant us that we, Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him without fear, 75 
In holiness and righteousness before Him all the days of our life. 76  And you, child, will be called
the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare His ways, 77 
To give knowledge of salvation to His people By the remission of their sins, 78  Through the
tender mercy of our God, With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 79  To give light
to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace."
80  So the child grew and became strong in spirit, and was in the deserts till the day of his
manifestation to Israel. 

Story Background

Zacharias was one of the many priests who was assigned to the temple worship. In the days of
David, David had divided the priestly families into 24 courses and assigned them for one week
twice each year.1

Even then since there were about a thousand priests in each division they may not have been there
every year and maybe only once in a life time.2

Zacharias is also a family man. He has a wife of the daughters of Aaron who was barren and was
now like Zacharias well advanced in years. Their prayer for many years had been for a son. A
common prayer among the Jews. But it was not to be, so it seemed.

In the performance of his duties in the temple Zacharias was visited by the angel Gabriel. The
angel has a very important message for the old man and his wife. They are finally going to have a
son.

But not only a son but the one prophesied about as the fore-runner of the Messiah. 

There are a couple of well known passages that foretell this.

Malachi 4:5-6 (NKJV) 5  Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the
great and dreadful day of the LORD. 6  And he will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children,
And the hearts of the children to their fathers, Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse." 

Isaiah 40:3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; Make
straight in the desert A highway for our God. 

Zacharias we no doubt very familiar with both of these passages but it is doubtful that he ever
thought that he would be the father of this forerunner of the Messiah.
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This all came as quite a shock to him and the doubted that it could be true and asked for a sign to
prove that it would be fulfilled.

At this point he is given a sign for those would be the last words that he would utter until the birth
of the promised son.

So all goes as he was told. His wife Elisabeth, although quite old becomes pregnant and hides out
of embarrassment for the final six months of her pregnancy.

It is during this time that she is visited by Mary who also has been visited by Gabriel and is just
now with child.

After Mary’s time is finished she bears the promised child and wants to name him John as told by
the angel. But the neighbors and family members have other plans. So they ask Zacharias and he
takes a writing tablet and writes his name will be called John. At that time his mouth is opened
and he breaks into song. The song we find in this mornings passage.

I. Notice the hope in this message

A. Israel for the last 600 years had been occupied by a foreign power. 

1. With the exception of just short of 200 years of independence that had
ended some 60 years before.

2. They had been governed by the Babylonians who destroyed their cities of
Judah, had destroyed and pillaged the temple and had emptied the land of
its people.

3. Life for the Jewish people had been hard for the last six hundred years.

4. For after the Babylonians came the Persians then the Greeks and finally the
Romans the most powerful of all.

B. Some 700 years ago Isaiah had promised relief in the last section of his book.

1. Isaiah 40:1-10 (NKJV) 1  "Comfort, yes, comfort My people!" Says your
God. 2  "Speak comfort to Jerusalem, and cry out to her, That her warfare
is ended, That her iniquity is pardoned; For she has received from the
LORD'S hand Double for all her sins." 3  The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; Make straight in the desert A
highway for our God. 4  Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain
and hill brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the
rough places smooth; 5  The glory of the LORD shall be revealed, And all
flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the LORD has spoken." 6  The
voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What shall I cry?" "All flesh is grass,
And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 7  The grass withers, the
flower fades, Because the breath of the LORD blows upon it; Surely the
people are grass. 8  The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of
our God stands forever."
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C. Every generation needs hope.

1. I think that is what we find in our youth.

2. God has placed in the hearts of the young to do better than their parents
have delivered to them.

3. There is a hunger for hope or as the poet wrote, “Hope springs eternal.”

a. “Hope springs eternal in the human breast;
Man never Is, but always To be blest.
The soul, uneasy, and confin'd from home,
Rests and expatiates in a life to come.” ( ek-'spa-she-ate
– Alexander Pope, An Essay on Man 

4. Human beings can live for forty days without food, four days without
water, and four minutes without air. But we cannot live for four seconds
without hope.

D. But unlike today Zacharias’ hope was in God and not in men or government.

1. That is what this is all about.

a. God had intervened in a hopeless world and would change the
course of history.

(1) 68  "Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, For He has visited
and redeemed His people, 69  And has raised up a horn of
salvation for us In the house of His servant David

b. He was not going to use armies to do it.

c. He was not going to use philosophy or science or politics to change
the world.

2. It was about a birth of two babies 6 months apart.

3. Both somewhat a miracle, John in his mother’s old age, Jesus to a young
virgin.

4. I am reminded of a new t-shirt they have come out with called saved the
world.

5. 
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II. Our hope is based a promises from God in the Word of God.

A. 70  As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, Who have been since the
world began, 

1. Hundreds of passages from the OT that reveal the Messiah.

2. Just like in our text from last week.

3. Luke 24:27  And beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded
to them in all the Scriptures the things concerning Himself.

4. This was Paul’s pattern in the synagogue.

B. 71  That we should be saved from our enemies 

1. And from the hand of all who hate us, 

C. 72  To perform the mercy promised to our fathers 

D. And to remember His holy covenant, 

1. 73  The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

III. The birth of the forerunner is what is before us as promised.

A. 76  And you, child, 

B. will be called the prophet of the Highest; 

1. For you will go before the face of the Lord 

a. to prepare His ways, 

b. 77  To give knowledge of salvation to His people 

(1) By the remission of their sins, 

(2) 78  Through the tender mercy of our God, 

IV. Before the Messiah

A. With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 

B. 79  To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 

C. To guide our feet into the way of peace."
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1. "Blessed is the Lord God of Israel, 

2. For He has visited and redeemed His people, 

3. 69  And has raised up a horn of salvation for us 

a. In the house of His servant David, 

b. 70  As He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets, 

i. Who have been since the world began, 

c. 71  That we should be saved from our enemies 

i. And from the hand of all who hate us, 

d. 72  To perform the mercy promised to our fathers 

e. And to remember His holy covenant, 

i. 73  The oath which He swore to our father Abraham: 

4. 74  To grant us that we, 

a. Being delivered from the hand of our enemies, 

i. Might serve Him 

(1) without fear, 

(2) 75  In holiness and righteousness before Him 

(3) all the days of our life. 

5. 76  And you, child, 

a. will be called the prophet of the Highest; 

i. For you will go before the face of the Lord 

(1) to prepare His ways, 

(2) 77  To give knowledge of salvation to His people 

(a) By the remission of their sins, 

(b) 78  Through the tender mercy of our God, 

6. With which the Dayspring from on high has visited us; 

a. 79  To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, 

b. To guide our feet into the way of peace."
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1. At this time there were about twenty thousand priests throughout the country—far too many to
minister in the temple at one time. Therefore the priests were divided into twenty-four separate
groups of about one thousand each, according to David's instructions (1 Chronicles 24:3-19). 
Life Application Bible Commentary - Life Application Bible Commentary – Luke.

2.9. His lot. The opportunity to minister at the altar was determined by drawing lots, and usually
came only once in a lifetime. The Wycliffe Bible Commentary.
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