
It Is a Time of Patience and Fulfillment
Luke 2:25–32
Simeon’s Song

25 And behold, there was a man in Jerusalem whose name was Simeon, and this man was just and
devout, waiting for the Consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 26  And it had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen the Lord’s
Christ. 27  So he came by the Spirit into the temple. And when the parents brought in the Child
Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the law, 28 he took Him up in his arms and
blessed God and said:
 29 “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, According to Your word; 30 For
my eyes have seen Your salvation 31 Which You have prepared before the face of all peoples, 32
A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel.”

For every child Christmas is like six years apart while for the adults it is like six months.

And then as Christmas gets closer the children just can’t wait.

They want to know what they are getting and when they can see Santa.

It is hard for the adults to get into all of that.

But think of the Jewish people who since their founding as a nation had been looking for the
Messiah.

And as we talked about a couple of weeks ago they were so looking for the Messiah, the one who
would set them free from Rome and restore the kingdom of David once again.

It seems as people we are always in a hurry. We want to be through school, college. We want to
have a family, a job. And then children. They we look forward to retirement. It seems we like
children are always wishing our lives away.

But then there are those who suffer. Or those in nursing homes. The days seem to drag on and on
and things do not seem to change.

Christians are of course waiting for the Lord to return. They desire the peace and the justice that
He will bring.

But how is our faith, our patience holding out?

Galatians 6:9  And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not.

Jesus calls on us to endure. Matthew 10:22  "And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake.
But he who endures to the end will be saved.

The question comes down to this. Can we trust God? Can we believe what He has promised.

What is His track record?  On Ebay you can check a seller’s track record before you buy. Let’s
check God’s track record.
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I. Patience pays off because of who we are waiting on, God.

A. To Eve the first promise was given.

1. Eve had been defeated by the subtle serpent.

2. But God would work that all out.

3. For woman’s seed be a deliverer to crush the head of the serpent.

a.  Gen 3:15  And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And
between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And
you shall bruise His heel."

B. To Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

1. Ge 18:18  "since Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation,
and all the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him?

2. Ge 22:18  "In your seed all the nations of the earth shall be blessed,
because you have obeyed My voice."

3. Ge 26:4  "And I will make your descendants multiply as the stars of
heaven; I will give to your descendants all these lands; and in your seed all
the nations of the earth shall be blessed;

4. Galatians 3:1-29 (NKJV)6  just as Abraham "believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness." 7  Therefore know that only those
who are of faith are sons of Abraham. 8  And the Scripture, foreseeing that
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel to Abraham
beforehand, saying, "In you all the nations shall be blessed." 9  So then
those who are of faith are blessed with believing Abraham. 10  For as many
as are of the works of the law are under the curse; for it is written, "Cursed
is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the
book of the law, to do them." 11  But that no one is justified by the law in
the sight of God is evident, for "the just shall live by faith." 12  Yet the law
is not of faith, but "the man who does them shall live by them." 13  Christ
has redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us
(for it is written, "Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree"), 14  that the
blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles in Christ Jesus, that we
might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. 15  Brethren, I speak
in the manner of men: Though it is only a man's covenant, yet if it is
confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it. 16  Now to Abraham and his Seed
were the promises made. He does not say, "And to seeds," as of many, but
as of one, "And to your Seed," who is Christ.

C. To David.

1. 2 Samuel 7:12  "When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your
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fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body,
and I will establish his kingdom.  13  "He shall build a house for My name,
and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.

2. Ps 89:3  "I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn to My
servant David:  4  ‘Your seed I will establish forever, And build up your
throne to all generations.’" Selah

3. Amos 9:11 ¶  "On that day I will raise up The tabernacle of David, which
has fallen down, And repair its damages; I will raise up its ruins, And
rebuild it as in the days of old;

4. Isa 9:6  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the
government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.  
7  Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon
the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with
judgment and justice From that time forward, even forever. The zeal of the
LORD of hosts will perform this.

5. Jeremiah 23:5  "Behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "That I will
raise to David a Branch of righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper,
And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.

6. Ezekiel 34:23  "I will establish one shepherd over them, and he shall feed
them - My servant David. He shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 
"And I, the LORD, will be their God, and My servant David a prince
among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.

7. Zechariah 9:9   "Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of
Jerusalem! Behold, your King is coming to you; He is just and having
salvation, Lowly and riding on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.

II. Patience come out of who we are or who we have become. Simeon

A. A just man (díkaios [1342])

1.  used of him whose way of thinking, feeling, and acting is wholly
conformed to the will of God, and who therefore needs no rectification in
the heart or life 

B. A devout man (eulabems) Gr. 2126

1.  The first occurrence is Luke 2:25 and it concerns Simeon who is called
just (díkaios [1342]) and devout (eulabems). Simeon was waiting for the
consolation of Israel, the promise of the coming Messiah. He was one who
had well and rightly received the promises of God and that is the
fundamental meaning of eulabems, one who had taken seriously God’s
promises and God’s Word.
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III. Patience is justified in what you are waiting for.

A. Previous illustrations.

1. Eve waited for a son.

2. Abraham & Isaac waited for a son.

3. David’s promise was so far reaching that it would be around 1,000 years
for it to be fulfilled.

B. For Simeon and Anna

1. They were waiting for what the others all waited for.

2. The consolation of Israel.

a. By interpretation this refers to the Messiah.

b. The meaning of the word is to comfort and Jesus is a comforter.

c. In the gospel of John Jesus said He would send another Comforter
when He went to the father.

(1) John 14:16  And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you
another Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever;
KJV

(2) John 14:26  But the Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost,
whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your remembrance,
whatsoever I have said unto you. KJV

(3) John 15:26 ¶  But when the Comforter is come, whom I will
send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of me:
KJV

C. What are waiting for?

1. Titus 2: 13  looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14  who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own
special people, zealous for good works.

2. 2 Peter 3:8 ¶  But, beloved, do not forget this one thing, that with the Lord
one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.

    9 ¶  The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count
slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish
but that all should come to repentance. 10  But the day of the Lord will
come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a
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great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and
the works that are in it will be burned up.

    11 ¶  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of
persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12  looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will
be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 
Nevertheless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14  Therefore, beloved, looking
forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, without
spot and blameless; 

IV. In the fullness of time

A. Ga 4:4  But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born
of a woman, born under the law,

B. Hebrews 10:37  "For yet a little while, And He who is coming will come and will
not tarry.

V. If those promises came true then we can trust God as well.

A. We can trust Him with our life.

1. That is our plans, our goals, the direction He wants for our life.

2. Many people who have kept their lives away from God’s control have
made a mess of them.

B. Somehow people think that they can defy God’s laws and still end up happy but
not so.

1. So many today who seem to “Have it all” are hallow and empty, with no
peace and no lasting joy.

2. Galatians 6:7  Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man
sows, that he will also reap. 8  For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh
reap corruption, but he who sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap
everlasting life. 9  And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due
season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

Beloved, do not loose heart.

God has been faithful to His promises since the beginning.

Sometimes He calls on us for patience, and waiting is never easy or without discouragement.

But God will perform all that He has promised.

Ps 27:14  Wait on the LORD; Be of good courage, And He shall strengthen your heart; Wait, I
say, on the LORD!

FBC Toulon December 10, 2017 It is a Time of Patience and Fulfilment Page 5


