
It is a Time of Unbelief, Faith and Surrender.
Luke 1:30-38

30  Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 
"And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name
JESUS. 32  "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will
give Him the throne of His father David. 33  "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of His kingdom there will be no end." 34  Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be,
since I do not know a man?" 35  And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy
One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. 36  "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has
also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.
37  "For with God nothing will be impossible." 38  Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of
the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." And the angel departed from her.

The Christmas Story is more than just a simple story.

It is a story about the lives of dozens of people.

Each one responded differently to the announcement of the birth of the Savior.

Some were believers already and others were unbelievers.

Their faith or lack of it determined there response to the good news.

So it is today. Remember Ebenezer Scrooge, “Ba Humbug.”

The stories that people have written about Christmas have always played faith against unbelief.

And each year when Christmas rolls around the scene is played out again and again.

Ultimately today the question for you is how do you respond to Christmas.

I. The players and their stories 

A. Mary

1. Mary surrendered her will and reputation.

2. Be it done unto me according to your word.

3. Luke 1:26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a
city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27  to a virgin betrothed to a man whose
name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 
And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the
Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!" 29  But when she saw
him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of
greeting this was. 30  Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary,
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for you have found favor with God. 31  "And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32  "He
will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God
will give Him the throne of His father David. 33  "And He will reign over
the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end." 34 
Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since I do not know a
man?" 35  And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you;
therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of
God. 36  "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in
her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren.
37  "For with God nothing will be impossible." 38  Then Mary said,
"Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your
word." And the angel departed from her.

B. Joseph

1. Joseph surrendered his will and reputation.

2. Matthew 1:18  Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was
found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19  Then Joseph her husband, being a
just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put
her away secretly. 20  But while he thought about these things, behold, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, "Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21  "And she will bring forth a Son,
and you shall call His name JESUS, for He will save His people from their
sins." 22  So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken
by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 23  "Behold, the virgin shall be
with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel," which
is translated, "God with us." 24  Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep,
did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, 25 
and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he
called His name JESUS.

C. Zacharias and Elisabeth

1. The light of their faith never went out.

D. Herod

1. Herod typifies the world which will not share their authority.

a. He had put to death his own children and wife.

b. Matthew 2: 16 ¶  Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived
by the wise men, was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put
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to death all the male children who were in Bethlehem and in all its
districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which
he had determined from the wise men. 17  Then was fulfilled what
was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: 18  "A voice was
heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children, Refusing to be comforted,
Because they are no more."

E. Jewish Leaders

1. They were blind leaders of the blind.

2. They were custodians of the word of God but not followers.

3. They did not inquire of the wise men.

4. They did not believe John the Baptist nor the Messiah

II. What about US

A. Do we participate but not believe?

B. Do we respond like Ebenezer Scrooge?

C. Or do we fully embrace the Good News, God’s News?

D. Do find ourselves hurrying with the shepherds into Bethlehem to see this thing that
has come to pass?

E. Do find ourselves with the wise men who loaded their earthly treasure to give it to
a heavenly King?

F. Do we make the long and treacherous journey for long weeks or months for find
Him who is born King of the Jews?

G. But the real question is do we come in before Him and bow to Him and worship
Him as our Lord and as our Savior?
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