
Christmas: A Time of Joy
Luke 2:1-14 

(NKJV) 1  And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all
the world should be registered. 2  This census first took place while Quirinius was governing
Syria. 3  So all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 4  Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, 5  to be registered with Mary, his betrothed
wife, who was with child. 6  So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed for
her to be delivered. 7  And she brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in swaddling
cloths, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 8  Now there
were in the same country shepherds living out in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by
night. 9  And behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were greatly afraid. 10  Then the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid, for
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 11  For there is born to
you this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. 12  And this will be the sign to
you: You will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling cloths, lying in a manger." 13  And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying: 14  "Glory to
God in the highest, And on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" 

Once again we read that ageless story of the birth of a Savior who is Christ the Lord.

Today we want to focus on the attitude of the event. There was fear at first, then peace, but lastly
joy.

As a matter of fact it says great joy, MEGA joy. 

This was no ordinary event but an event that would bring a change in the entire world.

But this would not only change a world but would change the lives of billions of people in a most
dramatic way.

Luke 1:14 (NKJV) 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth.

And it all started with these shepherds.

They were the first to hear the gospel, the good news of the coming of a Savior into the world.

And it has not ended yet.

I pray that everyone who hears this message today will have the joy in them and through them to
all whose lives they touch.

Let us look at this passage with fresh eyes and an open heart today.

I. The messengers.

A. The angels.

1. They are as old as the earth its self.
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a. Job 38:7  When the morning stars sang together, And all the sons
of God shouted for joy?

2. The are sent by God to minister to those who God will save.

a. Hebrews 1:14 (NKJV) 14  Are they not all ministering spirits sent
forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation? 

3. They appear numerous times in the Scripture to convey a message from
God or to do His bidding.

4. They are powerful and intellegent beings created by God before the world
was created.

II. The Glory of the Lord.

A. This is the manifest presence of God.

1. Since He is spiritual in nature and cannot be seen by human eye, God
would often manifest His glory that often appeared in a glowing blinding
light.

2. Sometimes in a cloud.

B. It was this that Adam and Eve had contact in the garden before their fall.

1. But through sin they lost it.

C. It was this that came over the tabernacle in the wilderness, once the tabernacle
was completed.

1. Exodus 40:34 Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the
glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 35  And Moses was not able to
enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud abode thereon,
and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.

D. It was this that came over the temple of Solomon in Jerusalem, once it is
completed.

1. 2 Chronicles 7:1  When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down
from heaven and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the
glory of the LORD filled the temple. 2  And the priests could not enter the
house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the
LORD’S house. 3  When all the children of Israel saw how the fire came
down, and the glory of the LORD on the temple, they bowed their faces to
the ground on the pavement, and worshiped and praised the LORD,
saying: “For He is good, For His mercy endures forever.”

E. It was this that Ezekiel saw when the glory of God departed from the temple and
from Jerusalem about 587 B.C. before the Babylonians came and destroyed the
temple.

FBC Toulon December 24, 2017 Christmas: A Time of Joy Page 2



1. Ezekiel 10:18  Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the
threshold of the house, and stood over the cherubims.

F. Now 580 some years later the Glory of the Lord has once again made an
appearance.

1. To make this a supernatural event.

2. To identify the authenticity of the message of the angels.

3. To display the approval of God.

4. The white shining cloud of intolerable brightness, known among the Jews
as the Shechinah, the visible token of the presence of the Eternal, in the
bush, in the pillar of fire and cloud which guided the desert-wanderings, in
the tabernacle and the temple. It shone round the Redeemer on the Mount
of Transfiguration. It robed him when, risen, he appeared to the Pharisee
Saul outside Damascus. The occasional presence of this visible glory was
exceedingly precious to the chosen people. The terror felt by the shepherds
was the natural awe ever felt by man when brought into visible
communion with the dwellers in the so-called spirit-world.  H. D. M.
Spence-Jones, ed., St. Luke, vol. 1, The Pulpit Commentary (London; New
York: Funk & Wagnalls Company, 1909), 38.

III. The long awaited message.

IV. The reception of the message.

A. How we receive the message is really what is important.

1. If the shepherds had stayed in the field and not listened to the angel their
lives would have gone on is the same old way.

2. Jesus told the parable of the sower to illustrate this principle.

a. Mark 4:1-20 (NKJV) 1  And again He began to teach by the sea.
And a great multitude was gathered to Him, so that He got into a
boat and sat in it on the sea; and the whole multitude was on the
land facing the sea. 2  Then He taught them many things by
parables, and said to them in His teaching: 3  "Listen! Behold, a
sower went out to sow. 4  And it happened, as he sowed, that some
seed fell by the wayside; and the birds of the air came and
devoured it. 5  Some fell on stony ground, where it did not have
much earth; and immediately it sprang up because it had no depth
of earth. 6  But when the sun was up it was scorched, and because
it had no root it withered away. 7  And some seed fell among
thorns; and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it yielded no
crop. 8  But other seed fell on good ground and yielded a crop that
sprang up, increased and produced: some thirtyfold, some sixty,
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and some a hundred." 9  And He said to them, "He who has ears to
hear, let him hear!" 10  But when He was alone, those around Him
with the twelve asked Him about the parable. 11  And He said to
them, "To you it has been given to know the mystery of the
kingdom of God; but to those who are outside, all things come in
parables, 12  so that 'Seeing they may see and not perceive, And
hearing they may hear and not understand; Lest they should turn,
And their sins be forgiven them.' " 13  And He said to them, "Do
you not understand this parable? How then will you understand all
the parables? 14  The sower sows the word. 15  And these are the
ones by the wayside where the word is sown. When they hear,
Satan comes immediately and takes away the word that was sown
in their hearts. 16  These likewise are the ones sown on stony
ground who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with
gladness; 17  and they have no root in themselves, and so endure
only for a time. Afterward, when tribulation or persecution arises
for the word's sake, immediately they stumble. 18  Now these are
the ones sown among thorns; they are the ones who hear the word,
19  and the cares of this world, the deceitfulness of riches, and the
desires for other things entering in choke the word, and it becomes
unfruitful. 20  But these are the ones sown on good ground, those
who hear the word, accept it, and bear fruit: some thirtyfold, some
sixty, and some a hundred." 

B. Peter describes those who hear and believe.

1. 1 Peter 1:8 (NKJV) 8  whom having not seen you love. Though now you
do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full
of glory, 

C. S. Lewis gave us the following insight: 

Our Lord finds our desires not too strong, but too weak. We are half-hearted creatures, fooling
about with drink and sex and ambition, when infinite joy is offered to us, like an ignorant child
who wants to go on making mud pies in the slum because he cannot imagine what is meant by
the offer of a holiday at the sea. We are far too easily pleased. The Agony of Deceit by Michael
Horton, Editor, Moody Press, 1990, p. 49
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For “Do not be afraid” see comment on Luke 1:13, and Luke 1:30. “Good news” could refer to
the proclamation of God’s salvation (Isaiah 52:7), but pagans applied it also to celebrations of the
cult of the emperor among all people in the supposedly worldwide empire. Particularly in
celebration of his birthday (pagans publicly celebrated deities’ birthdays), the emperor was hailed
“Savior” and “Lord.” But Jesus’ birth in a lowly manger distinguishes the true king from the
Roman emperor, whose loyalists in Luke’s day would have bristled at (and perhaps responded
violently to) the implicit comparison. “Signs” are common in prophetic literature (e.g., Isaiah
7:14; Ezekiel 12:11) and function as much to provoke and explain truth as to prove it. Bible
Background Commentary - The IVP Bible Background Commentary – New Testament.

The first announcement of the Messiah's birth was given by an angel to some anonymous
shepherds. Why shepherds? Why not to priests or scribes? By visiting the shepherds, the angel
revealed the grace of God toward mankind. Shepherds were really outcasts in Israel. Their work
not only made them ceremonially unclean, but it kept them away from the temple for weeks at a
time so that they could not be made clean. God does not call the rich and mighty; He calls the
poor and the lowly (Luke 1:51-53; 1 Cor. 1:26-29). Bible Exposition Commentary - Bible
Exposition Commentary – Be Compassionate (Luke 1-13).

The Stoic philosopher Epictetus said, "While the emperor may give peace from war on land and
sea, he is unable to give peace from passion, grief, and envy. He cannot give peace of heart for
which man yearns more than even for outward peace." Bible Exposition Commentary - Bible
Exposition Commentary – Be Compassionate (Luke 1-13).

Christianity is glad news.

I. BECAUSE IT REVELED GOD TO MAN. Consider the state of the world before Christianity
was born. Here and there an old sage had groped his way to a knowledge of the alphabet of truth.
Here and there the Divine Spirit had communicated to a tribe or nation so much of the Divine
wisdom that they lived faithful to their marriage vows, knew the blessings of home,
acknowledged the rights of property and life to such an extent that they would not steal nor kill.
But of God they knew little—of the life beyond the grave nothing. But when Christianity was
born, a sun arose into the darkness of the world. Men saw what they had felt must be, but what
they had never before seen. And chiefest among all sights revealed, stood God. The heavens were
no longer a vacuum, Christianity told them that God is their Father. (W. H. Murray.) Biblical
Illustrator - Biblical Illustrator – Luke.

Hebrews 1:6 (NKJV) 6 But when He again brings the firstborn into the world, He says: “Let all
the angels of God worship Him.”

The glory of the Lord; seen in the garden; came upon the tabernacle; came upon the temple; left
the temple; was displayed when the angels appeared to the shepherds. 

Exodus 16:10 (NKJV) 10  Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the
children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD
appeared in the cloud. 

Exodus 20:18 (NKJV) 18  Now all the people witnessed the thunderings, the lightning flashes,
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the sound of the trumpet, and the mountain smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled
and stood afar off. 

Exodus 40:34 (NKJV) 34  Then the cloud covered the tabernacle of meeting, and the glory of the
LORD filled the tabernacle. 

2 Chronicles 7:1 (NKJV) 1  When Solomon had finished praying, fire came down from heaven
and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the temple. 

Ezekiel 1:27-28 (NKJV) 27  Also from the appearance of His waist and upward I saw, as it were,
the color of amber with the appearance of fire all around within it; and from the appearance of
His waist and downward I saw, as it were, the appearance of fire with brightness all around. 28 
Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the
brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the LORD. So
when I saw it, I fell on my face, and I heard a voice of One speaking. 

 he is born to you; to you Jews he is sent in the first place, to bless you, to you shepherds, though
poor and mean in the world.” This refers to Isa. 9:6, Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is
given. To you men, not to us angels; he took not on him the nature of angels. This is matter of joy
indeed to all people, great joy. Long-looked for is come at last. Let heaven and earth rejoice
before this Lord, for he cometh. Matthew Henry, Matthew Henry’s Commentary on the Whole
Bible: Complete and Unabridged in One Volume (Peabody: Hendrickson, 1994), 1828.

— Topic Explorer - joy

The joy of God came to focus in human history in Jesus Christ. The note of joy and exultation
runs through the entire biblical account of the coming of Christ (Luke 1:14,44; Matt. 2:10). The
most familiar passage is the angel’s announcement of “good tidings of great joy, which shall be
to all people” (Luke 2:10). Jesus spoke of His own joy and of the full joy He had come to bring
to others (John 15:11; 17:13). He illustrated the kingdom of heaven by telling of the joy of a man
who found treasure (Matt. 13:44). Zacchaeus was in a tree when Jesus called him, but he quickly
climbed down and received Jesus joyfully (Luke 19:6). He had found life’s ultimate treasure in
Christ. Holman Bible Dictionary.

John 15:11 (NKJV)  11  These things I have spoken to you, that My joy may remain in you, and
that your joy may be full. 

FBC Toulon December 24, 2017 Christmas: A Time of Joy Page 6


