
Christmas, A Time of Worship & Opposition
Matthew 2:13 - 18 

13  Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream,
saying, "Arise, take the young Child and His mother, flee to Egypt, and stay there until I bring
you word; for Herod will seek the young Child to destroy Him." 14  When he arose, he took the
young Child and His mother by night and departed for Egypt, 15  and was there until the death of
Herod, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out
of Egypt I called My Son." 16  Then Herod, when he saw that he was deceived by the wise men,
was exceedingly angry; and he sent forth and put to death all the male children who were in
Bethlehem and in all its districts, from two years old and under, according to the time which he
had determined from the wise men. 17  Then was fulfilled what was spoken by Jeremiah the
prophet, saying: 18  "A voice was heard in Ramah, Lamentation, weeping, and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children, Refusing to be comforted, Because they are no more." 

We read the first part of this passage in our responsive reading.

It is the account that Matthew brings us because he wants us to see the Kingship of Jesus.
Matthew goes to great lengths to show that Jesus came as King of the Jews as predicted in the
Old Testament.

So instead of telling us the quaint story of the shepherds he tells us of these very important
visitors coming from another country bring gifts fit for a king.

But there are many sides to the story of the birth of Jesus.

There is Herod’s side, the present king of the Jews by proclamation of the Roman Senate.

Herod was really and ussiper of that position as he was no descendant of David and an Idumean
by birth. Although he falsely claimed to be the descendant of a Jewish family back from the
exile.

“Herod was a paradox. He was one of the cruelest rulers of all history. His reputation has been
largely one of infamy. He seemed fiercely loyal to that which he did believe in. He did not
hesitate to murder members of his own family when he deemed that they posed a threat to him.
Yet marital unfaithfulness and drunkenness did not seem to be among his vices. Because of his
effective administration, he virtually made Palestine what it was in the first Christian century. He
has gone down in history as “the Great,” yet that epithet can only be applied to him as his
personality and accomplishments are compared to others of his family.” Holman Illustrated Bible
Dictionary.

Yet the two (Herod & the Wise Men) meet in our story today.

One comes to worship, the other comes to oppose.

Let us consider these two different aspects of Christmas.
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I. The Wise Men come to Worship

A. Who they are is still somewhat of a mystery.

1. We believe they came from either the area of Babylon or Persia.

2. They were magi.

a. We find them in the book of Daniel.

b. There they are called  magicians and astrologers

c. If they were from Persia then the term is more favorable.

(1) The more generally received opinion seems to be most
right, that they came from Persia, which as it lies east of
Judea, so was famous for this sort of men, and besides the
name, as has been seen, is of Persic original. Gill

d. “From whence we may learn in some measure who these men
were, and why the word is by our translators rendered "wise men";
since the Magi, as Cicero says, were reckoned a sort of wise men,
and doctors among the Persians: who further observes, that no man
could be a king of the Persians before he understood the discipline
and knowledge of the Magi: and the wisdom of the Persian Magi,
as Aelianus writes, among other things, lay in foretelling things to
come.” Gill

B. That they were sent by God seems to be the conclusion that Matthew brings us to.

1. It demonstrates that Jesus was truly a King visited by these very special
people, else he would not have mentioned it.

2. Salvation was of the Jews Jesus said but God has always singled out
people outside of Judaism to reveal himself to and bring them to salvation.

3. These men seem to be examples of that.

a. This is a beginning sign that salvation was not only for the Jews
but that the Savior would be the Savior of the world.

b. That was one of the problems the Jewish leaders had with Jesus
teaching, that He offered salvation to the Gentiles.

4. God had given them a measure of discernment.

a. Luke 8:10  And He said, “To you it has been given to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of God, but to the rest it is given in
parables, that ‘Seeing they may not see, And hearing they may not
understand.’

b. Luke 10:22  All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
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and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, or who the
Father is except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to
reveal him."

C. They have therefore come to worship this new born King.

1. Worship was something that kings were accustomed to.

a. As a matter of fact in this same time Caesar was trying to sell
himself as the savior of the world.

b. And Caesar demanded worship from his subjects.

2. But they come to worship Him and they do.

a. The bow down to Him which in the Old Testament is the essence
of worship.

(1) Ps 95:6  Oh come, let us worship and bow down; Let us
kneel before the LORD our Maker.

(2) That is why the three Hebrew children refuse to bow down
to the image of Nebuchadnezzar.

(3) It is a recognition that the one worshiped is greater, higher,
better, etc.

b.    9 ¶  When they heard the king, they departed; and behold, the star
which they had seen in the East went before them, till it came and
stood over where the young Child was. 10  When they saw the star,
they rejoiced with exceedingly great joy. 11  And when they had
come into the house, they saw the young Child with Mary His
mother, and fell down and worshiped Him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him: gold,
frankincense, and myrrh.

3. That is why we are here today.

a. We come to worship Him.

b. We do that in the songs we sing and the prayers we make.

c. We do that when we look into His word as a guide for our daily
lives and listen and submit to it.

D. But they also worshiped Him with their possessions.

1. It was customary for all those who visited the those days to bring them a
gift.

2. The gift was based on the ability of the giver and the importance of the
King.
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3. Therefore they bring very expensive gifts.

a. Gold with it’s universal worth.

b. Frankincense used by priests in making offerings to God.

c. Myrrh, often used to prepare a body for burial.

(1) But it is also used in perfume.

(2) Psalm 45:8 (NKJV) 8  All Your garments are scented with
myrrh and aloes and cassia, Out of the ivory palaces, by
which they have made You glad. 

(3) Proverbs 7:17 (NKJV) 17  I have perfumed my bed With
myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon. 

d. All of these were worthy of a king and would provide finances for
the family soon to flee to Egypt.

4. But what if we do not have gold etc.

a. We offer Him our heart, our affection, our devotion.

b. We give Him our lives, our selves.

c. That is what He wants from us, the gifts we can bring.

d. Paul speaking of the generosity of the Thessalonians, said in  2
Corinthians 8:5  And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave
themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.

e. We can present to Him a humble and a contrite heart.

(1) Isaiah 57:15  For thus says the High and Lofty One Who
inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high
and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble
spirit, To revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the
heart of the contrite ones.

E. They also regarded the life of the young child greater than their own.

1. They were warned by God not to return to Herod and they did not.

2. This was dangerous, to disobey Herod.

a. He had people killed for much less than that.

3. But they obeyed the heavenly dream and thus gave Joseph and Mary time
to escape to Egypt before Herod could figure that he had been betrayed.

4. Before Jesus said it they were willing to take up their cross for Jesus.

II. Herod opposed the Messiah.

FBC Toulon December 31, 2017 Christmas, A Time of Worship & Opposition Page 4



A. Why, well its about power, it is almost always about power one way or another.

1. Herod had pulled every trick in the book to get this position that he has
held for just over 40 years.

2. In order to maintain his throne, he has put to death his first wife, which
some say was the only woman he truly loved.

3. But in that he put to death her mother and the rest of her family to
consolidate his hold on power.

4. Before his death he will have the two sons born to them both put to death.

B. But he pretends to worship him.

1. That is the best anyone can do who is not God’s child is to pretend.

2.  8  And he sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for
the young Child, and when you have found Him, bring back word to me,
that I may come and worship Him also.”

a. Mark 7:6  He answered and said to them, “Well did Isaiah
prophesy of you hypocrites, as it is written: ‘This people honors
Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.

3. But it was a ruse to find out where the child was so that he might destroy
the child.

4. But in reality there is a deeper thing going on.

a. There is this ongoing conflict between God and Satan.

b. Satan works against God’s will whenever he can.

5. This is the source of the war on Christmas.

a. Man by nature holds God as an enemy and is in a constant state of
rebellion.

b. Since the founding of this nation God and the Bible had been a
intricate part of society until the supreme court began to hand down
their rulings that made that unlawful.

c. As I said, it is about power, and the natural man will not submit to
the authority of a holy and righteous God.

C. There are not and always will be till the Lord returns, two distinct and separate
groups of people.

1. One worships God and the other despises the idea.

2. One is from love, the love of God given to them.
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