
What About Those Who Hate Us part 2
Romans 12:17-21 (NKJV) 

17  Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 18  If it is
possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 19  Beloved, do not avenge
yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, "Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,"
says the Lord. 20  Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." 21  Do not be overcome by evil, but
overcome evil with good. 

As we continue our message from last week we once again marvel at how difficult these verses
are for us to live out.

Anger and rage come very naturally to us as human beings.

And often they cause us to be vindictive toward those with whom we are at odds.

We have been called to a different life though.

We have been called to a different attitude.

The Bible is filled with words that encourage us to shake off the lifestyle of the world and to
embrace the life we have in Jesus Christ.

The Holy Spirit is here to help and to guide us but we must submit to Him freely and openly.

It is only in the power of the Holy Spirit that we can today face the world’s plan for us and
embrace what God has for His people.

I. 17  Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of all men. 

A. Scripture

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:15 (NKJV) 15 See that no one renders evil for evil to
anyone, but always pursue what is good both for yourselves and for all.

2. 1 Peter 3:9 (NKJV) 9 not returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but
on the contrary blessing, knowing that you were called to this, that you
may inherit a blessing.

B. Examples

1. Jesus

2. Paul

3. Look at the most ungodly people you know, are they not always returning
evil for evil.

4. Who will we follow.

II. 18  If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with all men. 
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A. It is not easy

1. It is growing increasingly difficult to hold traditional Christian views
without stirring up animosity with the world.

2. Today Christians are being told to shut up when it comes to social issues
that the Bible defined centuries ago.

3. It is as though because the world has gone off the deep end we are
expected to follow.

B. I do not think Paul would have us shut up, but he would have us be gentile as
doves and to speak the truth in love.

C. If it is possible

1. Come from the word to have power. Means as it is in your power, live at
peace with all.

2. Most of the time it is within our power but maybe not within our will or
demeanor or disposition.

3. Some people have a short fuse that makes conflict that much more likely.

4. We must forgive people as they speak, understanding that much is said in
prejudice or ignorance.

5. That is why we must think before we speak.

D. James 3:17 (NKJV)  But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then
peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality
and without hypocrisy.

1. So a prior, necessary Christian commitment to purity, truth, honesty,
justice, and other indispensable matters may make peace unattainable.
James Montgomery Boice, Romans: The New Humanity, vol. 4 (Grand
Rapids, MI: Baker Book House, 1991–), 1623.

III. 19  Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written,
"Vengeance is Mine, I will repay," says the Lord. 

A. Scripture

1. Matthew 5:39 (NKJV) 39 But I tell you not to resist an evil person. But
whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other to him also.

2. Leviticus 19:18 (NKJV) 18 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any
grudge against the children of your people, but you shall love your
neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD.

3. 2 Thessalonians 1:6 (NKJV) 6 since it is a righteous thing with God to
repay with tribulation those who trouble you,
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B. But getting even is so built into us.

1. We want to strike back to put the hurt on them.

2. It is so normal that that is exactly what everyone expects we will do.

C. John Murray, “The essence of ungodliness is that we presume to take the place of
God, to take everything into our own hands. It is faith to commit ourselves to
God, to cast all our care upon him and to vest all our interests in him.”  John
Murray, The Epistle to the Romans – Volume II, (Grand Rapids, MI: Wm. B.
Eerdmans, 1997), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 141.

IV. 20  Therefore "If your enemy is hungry, feed him; If he is thirsty, give him a drink;
For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head." 

A. Proverbs 25:21-22 (NKJV) 21  If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat;
And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink; 22  For so you will heap coals of fire
on his head, And the LORD will reward you. 

1. The phrase heap burning coals upon his head referred to an ancient
Egyptian custom. When a person wanted to demonstrate public contrition,
he would carry on his head a pan of burning coals to represent the burning
pain of his shame and guilt. The point here is that, when we love our
enemy and genuinely seek to meet his needs, we shame him for his hatred.
John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament Commentary – Romans 9-16,
(Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, 203.

B. There are testimonies in history of the Waldenses being persecuted in the French
Alps that their persecutors would find themselves without shelter and hungry and
the Waldenses would offer them food and aid.

1. We are to be different from the world.

2. As Jesus said if you love those that love you how are you different from
the world, or what reward can you expect.

V. 21  Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

A. Do not be overcome by evil has two meanings and applications. First, we must not
allow the evil done to us by other people to overcome and overwhelm us. Second,
and even more important, we must not allow ourselves to be overcome by our
own evil responses. Our own evil is infinitely more detrimental to us than is the
evil done to us by others. John MacArthur, MacArthur New Testament
Commentary – Romans 9-16, (Chicago: Moody Press, 1994), WORDsearch
CROSS e-book, 203.

1. This will take much prayer, for it is so contrary to our own selves.

2. But this would work to even solve marriage problems.
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3. But we do want to repay evil with good.

4. But that is what we are called to do.

B. Many a man has been ruined, not by the evil done to him but by the evil he does in
response. 

1. That sounds more like Satan’s plan than God’s.

2. Be assured when a little voice says we’ll get them back it is not the voice
of God.

C. It takes patience to turn it over to God, to allow God to make it right.

1. But it is not our job.

2. It is God’s job.

D. We live in a world that is opposed to us and we should expect to be mistreated.

1. That is not the problem.

2. The problem is our response.

We all live in this world. And I hope that you will not make many enemies but we must
remember the words of Paul in 2 Timothy 3:12 “Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ
Jesus will suffer persecution.”

If you have no enemies in the world you might want to check and see which jersey you are
wearing.
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