
The Christian and Government
Romans 13:1-2 (NKJV) 

1  Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from
God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. 2  Therefore whoever resists the
authority resists the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. 

As you might have picked up I do not have a lot of confidence in government.

Primarily that is because I do not have a lot of confidence in people.

But the sinfulness of man is a primary reason that government is necessary.

As Paul will later explain that the government is meant to be a threat to evil men and to evil
actions.

And for the most part that works.

But Paul gives us a much stronger reason for submitting to the government than that they will
punish us if we do not.

But this raises objection in the Christian mind, “What about when the government is contrary to
the word of God?”

I. Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. 

A. Supporting Scripture

1. 1 Timothy 2:1-2 (NKJV) 1  Therefore I exhort first of all that
supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all
men, 2  for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and
peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. 

2. Titus 3:1 (NKJV) 1  Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities,
to obey, to be ready for every good work, 

3. 1 Peter 2:13-17 (NKJV) 3  Therefore submit yourselves to every ordinance
of man for the Lord's sake, whether to the king as supreme, 14  or to
governors, as to those who are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers
and for the praise of those who do good. 15  For this is the will of God,
that by doing good you may put to silence the ignorance of foolish men--
16  as free, yet not using liberty as a cloak for vice, but as bondservants of
God. 17  Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the
king. 

B. This was contrary to the Jews.

1. The Jews always resisted the civil authority denying them the right ot rule
over the Jews.
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2. These were the zealots we read of in the New Testament and there was one
even among Jesus disciples, Simon the Zealot, Acts 1:13  And when they
had entered, they went up into the upper room where they were staying:
Peter, James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas; Bartholomew and
Matthew; James the son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the
son of James.

3. This would eventually lead to their continued revolt against Rome and
Rome’s destruction of Jerusalem and the temple.

C. So it seems contrary that the New Testament writers would demand submission to
the civil authorities.

1. First it comes from the idea that they were not building an earthly
kingdom.

2. Second they had great faith in God and in the sovereignty of God.

II. For there is no authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by
God. 

A. Christians are not fatalists but rather trust in the providence of God.

1. Joseph was sent to Egypt and raised to notice of the Pharaoh at just the
right time.

a. Genesis 50:20  “But as for you, you meant evil against me; but
God meant it for good, in order to bring it about as it is this day, to
save many people alive.

2. Esther came to be the queen, a position she had not sought, at just the right
time.

a. Esther 4:14  “For if you remain completely silent at this time, relief
and deliverance will arise for the Jews from another place, but you
and your father’s house will perish. Yet who knows whether you
have come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”

3. Paul often used the governing authorities for his own protection based on
the fact that he was a Roman citizen.

a. Acts 22:25  And as they bound him with thongs, Paul said to the
centurion who stood by, “Is it lawful for you to scourge a man who
is a Roman, and uncondemned?”

B. Governments are governed by God.

1. This does not mean that they can do no wrong but it does mean that God
has set them up for that time and place.

2. Daniel 4:17  ‘This decision is by the decree of the watchers, And the
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sentence by the word of the holy ones, In order that the living may know
That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, Gives it to whomever He
will, And sets over it the lowest of men.’

3. Daniel 4:32  And they shall drive you from men, and your dwelling shall
be with the beasts of the field. They shall make you eat grass like oxen;
and seven times shall pass over you, until you know that the Most High
rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to whomever He chooses.”

4. Daniel 4: 34  And at the end of the time I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted my eyes
to heaven, and my understanding returned to me; and I blessed the Most
High and praised and honored Him who lives forever: For His dominion is
an everlasting dominion, And His kingdom is from generation to
generation. 35  All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He
does according to His will in the army of heaven And among the
inhabitants of the earth. No one can restrain His hand Or say to Him,
“What have You done?”

5. Acts 17:26  “And He has made from one blood every nation of men to
dwell on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed
times and the boundaries of their dwellings

C. What about our own revolutionary war?

1. In most of Europe there was sacred conformity to these verses regardless
how evil a government might be.

2. But among English speaking people there was an idea that even the king
should be subject to law.

a. By 1215, thanks to years of unsuccessful foreign policies and
heavy taxation demands, England’s King John was facing down a
possible rebellion by the country’s powerful barons. Under duress,
he agreed to a charter of liberties known as the Magna Carta (or
Great Charter) that would place him and all of England’s future
sovereigns within a rule of law. Though it was not initially
successful, the document was reissued (with alterations) in 1216,
1217 and 1225, and eventually served as the foundation for the
English system of common law. Later generations of Englishmen
would celebrate the Magna Carta as a symbol of freedom from
oppression, as would the Founding Fathers of the United States of
America, who in 1776 looked to the charter as a historical
precedent for asserting their liberty from the English crown.
https://www.history.com/topics/british-history/magna-carta 

b. After the Magna Carta the sovereign king or queen was not nearly
a sovereign as they had been.
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c. There were those in 1776 that felt that the colonies were outside
the will of God.

D. Tertullian (Apology 30) writes at length: "We offer prayer for the safety of our
princes to the eternal, the true, the living God, whose favour, beyond all other
things, they must themselves desire.... Without ceasing, for all our emperors we
offer prayer. We pray for life prolonged; for security to the empire; for protection
for the imperial house; for brave armies, a faithful senate, a virtuous people, the
world at rest—whatever, as man or Caesar, an emperor would wish." He goes on
to say that the Christian cannot but look up to the emperor because he "is called
by our Lord to his office." And he ends by saying that "Caesar is more ours than
yours because our God appointed him." Arnobius (4: 36) declares that in the
Christian gatherings "peace and pardon are asked for all in authority." William
Barclay, Barclay's Daily Study Bible (NT), WORDsearch CROSS e-book, Under:
"Chapter 13. The Christian and the State (Rom 13:1-7)".

III. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 

A. The government operates under the authority of God.

1. To resist government is to resist God.

2. There hundreds of things about which there is no question.

a. Taxes

b. Ordinary law enforcement.

c. Financial laws.

3. But there are some laws that we cannot obey.

a. Daniel would not defile himself with the food that had been
sacrificed to idols.

b. His three friends would not bow to the image.

c. Mordecai would not bow to Haman; Esther 3:2  And all the king’s
servants who were within the king’s gate bowed and paid homage
to Haman, for so the king had commanded concerning him. But
Mordecai would not bow or pay homage.

IV. Those who resist will bring judgment on themselves

A. We must not think that if we disobey government even in doing God’s will that
we will escape government’s judgment.

B. But if we suffer it should be for doing good rather than evil.

1. 1 Peter 4: 15  But let none of you suffer as a murderer, or as a thief, or as
an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men’s matters. 16  Yet if any man
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suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed; but let him glorify God on
this behalf. 17  For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house
of God: and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey
not the gospel of God? 18  And if the righteous scarcely be saved, where
shall the ungodly and the sinner appear? 19  Wherefore let them that suffer
according to the will of God commit the keeping of their souls to him in
well doing, as unto a faithful Creator.
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