
The Lord's Messenger
Isaiah 40:3-8 & Malachi 3:1

 3 The voice of one crying in the wilderness: "Prepare the way of the LORD; Make straight in the
desert A highway for our God. 4  Every valley shall be exalted And every mountain and hill
brought low; The crooked places shall be made straight And the rough places smooth; 5  The
glory of the LORD shall be revealed, And all flesh shall see it together; For the mouth of the
LORD has spoken." 6  The voice said, "Cry out!" And he said, "What shall I cry?" "All flesh is
grass, And all its loveliness is like the flower of the field. 7  The grass withers, the flower fades,
Because the breath of the LORD blows upon it; Surely the people are grass. 8  The grass withers,
the flower fades, But the word of our God stands forever." 

 3:1 "Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord,
whom you seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In
whom you delight. Behold, He is coming," Says the LORD of hosts.

In this passage we have a prophecy of the messiah’s forerunner.

In the same way that David prepared the material that the temple was to be made of so John the
Baptist prepared the material (people) that Jesus would call to form the first church during His
earthly ministry.

The story of John the Baptist begins back in the Old Testament as our two scripture texts tell us.

And it is how Luke and Mark begin their gospel stories.

We read the passage in our responsive reading from Luke 1:5-25.

And Mark begins his gospel with these words:

1 The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 2  As it is written in the Prophets:
“Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way before You.” 3 
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths
straight.’ ” 4  John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching a baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins.

So the Christmas story really begins here, with the birth of John the Baptist.

I. His birth was a miracle.

A. Announced by the angel Gabriel.

B. While John’s father was ministering in the temple.

C. As a sign Zacharias could not speak for over 9 months.

D. His parents were without child and past the age of bearing children.

II. His birth was foretold 700 years before he was born.
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A. Chapter 40 of Isaiah begins new section of Isaiah.

1. This section is meant to offer hope to the exiles who would return from
Babylon almost 200 hundred years later.

B. And one of the prophecies was that the Lord would send a messenger to prepare
the way for the Messiah.

1. That is how Luke describes John’s ministry

a. Luke 3:4 (NKJV) 4  as it is written in the book of the words of
Isaiah the prophet, saying: "The voice of one crying in the
wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths
straight. 

2. That is how John described himself.

a. John 1:23 (NKJV) 23  He said: "I am 'The voice of one crying in
the wilderness: "Make straight the way of the LORD," ' as the
prophet Isaiah said." 

3. That is how Jesus described John.

a. Luke 7:26-27 (NKJV) 26  But what did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 27  This is he
of whom it is written: 'Behold, I send My messenger before Your
face, Who will prepare Your way before You.' 

4. That this messenger would help with the ministry of Jesus.

a. As his father had said: Luke 1:76 (NKJV) 76  And you, child, will
be called the prophet of the Highest; For you will go before the
face of the Lord to prepare His ways, 

b. Mark 1:2-3 (NKJV) 2  As it is written in the Prophets: "Behold, I
send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare Your way
before You." 3  "The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.' " 

5. When John turned 30 he began his ministry and preached a very stern
message in the wilderness.

a. Matthew 3:3 (NKJV) 3  For this is he who was spoken of by the
prophet Isaiah, saying: "The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
'Prepare the way of the LORD; Make His paths straight.' " 

b. Matthew 11:10 (NKJV) 10  For this is he of whom it is written:
'Behold, I send My messenger before Your face, Who will prepare
Your way before You.' 

6. Soon he had quite a following that came to him as they sought more of
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God than they could get from the religious leaders of the day.

7. John strongly called on people to repent.

8. Those who truly repented John would baptize in the Jordan River.

C. Jesus later would Himself come to John to be baptized in the Jordan.

1. This was the beginning of the ministry of Jesus.

2. Soon after He would be led into the wilderness where He and Satan would
go toe to toe so to speak in the temptation of Jesus.

D.  Before Jesus began His ministry He called several of John’s converts to come
follow Him.

1. These disciples were the first church, congregation, of the New Testament.

2. He would train those disciple to carry on the work after His ascension.

III. Jesus has called us to be messengers for Him.

A. We have the same message as John did.

1. Prepare for the Lord He is going to return.

2. Make ready for His return.

3. Repent.

a. We usually don’t think of Christmas as a time of repentance but
there is no better time.

b. That is the only way we can prepare for His soon return.

B. This Christmas remember that Jesus is going to return.

1. This year as we hustle around and buy gifts and prepare candies and
cookies, let us also prepare our hearts to meet Him if this Christmas we
might be with Him in heaven.

2. Jesus promised to return and He will.

3. But will we be ready.

4. Will we help prepare others to be ready.

The New Testament applies Malachi’s prophecy to John the Baptist. (e.g. Mat 3:3; Mat 11:10,
Mar 1:2-3, Luk 1:76; Luk 3:4; Luk 7:26-27, Joh 1:23) The obvious fulfillment of this promise in
the Baptist’s ministry would be difficult for any open-minded Bible student to overlook. College
Press
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